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Iraqi dissident banned entry 

AMMAN(AP) — J«dan has raped away an Iraqi dissident at the 
border with Syria ana banned him from entering the Kingdom, A 
statement by Hizb A1 Watan. Arabic for the National Party, said 
Saturday its chairman, Mashaan AJ Jubouri, was prohibited from 
cflieriflS Jordan after a visit to Syria for talks with Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam on the situation in Iraq. Officials were not 
bo mediately available for comment. Mr. A| Subouri is a fonner 
dose confident of Odai Hnssein, the eldest son of Iraqi leader 
Saddam Hussein. In 1990, he launched a trading company for Mr. 
Hussein in the Kingdom. It dosed down a year later after Mr. Al 
jubouri fell out with Baghdad. Mr. A1 Jubouri announced recently 
that he was named a spokesman for Lt. Gen. Hussein Kamel AJ 
Majid, Mr. Hussein’s son-in-law and the brains behind Iraq’s 
weapons programme who defected to Jordan in August. But Mr. 
Al Majid denied any Connection with him. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Royal Jordanian has the pleasure to 
announce that its new Information 
Center at QAlAis now operational 
24 hours a day. 

Any information concerning the 
movement of its fleet to and from 
Amman could be obtained through 
Tel #08/53200 
<3& RDYALJORDAN IAN 
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Hamas vows revenge 

Thousands turn out 
at ‘engineer’ funeral 


• 3AZA (R) — More than 
00,000 Palestinians, many of 
hem Islamic militants crying 
- or vengeance, on Saturday 
Mined master bombmaker 
fahya Ayyash in one of the 
. argest funerals to take place 
n PLO-ruled Gaza Strip. 

Hamas leaders and Palesti- 
nian self-rule authority offi- 
aals led the mourners, esti- 
nated by reporters to exceed 
.100,000, in a 90-minute 
- natch behind Mr. A yy ash’s 
:offtn from Gaza City's 
Paiestinen Mosque to a 
.xmetery on the outskirts of 
‘.own. 

Mr. Ayyash, known as the 
- engineer,' was said by Israel 
:o be the brains behind a 
wave of suicide bomb attacks 
against the Jewish state that 
lulled nearly 80 people. He 
.was killed on Friday 
• ipparently by a booby- 
trapped cellular telephone'. 

Hamas accused Israel of 
assassinating Mr. Ayyash and 
vowed revenge. Israeli minis- 
ters neither confirmed nor 
denied Israel's responsibility 
but expressed satisfaction he 
was dead. 

.. “There is blood in our 
mouths which we want to spit 
in the face of this unjust 
- world,” said Sheikh Nafez 
Azzam a leader of the mili- 
tant Islamic Jihad at the 
. .. grave ate. ■ 

r " Hamas spokesman 
: : -.'Mahmoud Al Zahhar said the 
... killing ends a moratorium on 
- 1 armed attacks against Israel 


and urged Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation head Yas- 
ser Arafat to return weapons 
that had been confiscated 
from its armed wing Izzedeen 
Al Qassam brigades. 

"Even as we have given 
some a chance to try another 
approach, the march of half a 
million people today asserts 
that Jihad (holy war! is the 
only option," Mr. Zahhar 
said at the grave site. 

Hamas had suspended 
attacks against Israel last year 
under pressure from Mr. 


Arafat and to allow the PLO 
to expand its authority in the 
West Bank. 

A number of Hamas guer- 
rillas and some members of 
the Palestinian police fired 
shots in the air in salute as 
Mr. Ayyash ’s body was lo- 
wered into the ground. Some 
women, who joined the 
funeral in defiance of Islamic 
tradition, ululated. 

"You are all my sons. 
Goodbye my beloved son," 
said Mr. Ayyash’s 50-year- 
old mother Aysheh. 


Suspect flees to U.S. 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 
Palestinian suspected of 
being implicated in the mur- 
der of master Hamas bomb- 
maker Yahya Ayyash has 
fled to the United States, 
sources close to his family 
said Saturday. 

Kama! Hamad, 45, a real 
estate agent from the village 
of Beit Lahya in the north of 
the autonomous Gaza Strip, 
flew to the United States on 
Friday at the same time as a 
mobile telephone exploded in 
Mr. Ayyash’s face. 

The explosion occurred in 
a house in Beit Lahya belong- 
ing to Mr. Hamad's sister 
which Mr. Ayyash was using 
as a hideout. 

Palestinian police, who are 
investigating the attack, 
arrested and then freed the 
sister's three sons several 


hours after the attack. 

But the boys were re- 
arrested and were still being 
questioned late Saturday. 

Israeli Radio meanwhile 
said that Mr. Hamad's ne - 
phew, Ossama, 27, had fled 
to Israel, hunted by Palesti- 
nian police after being sus- 
pected of giving Mr. Ayyash 
the booby-trapped phone. 

At the funeral, Mr. 
Ayyash ’s father, Abdul Larif 
Ayyash, 58, speaking 
through a loudhailer, told 
mourners his son had "sacri- 
ficed himself for his country 
and for his people. You are 
all Yahiya." 

The dead man's wife, 
wearing a white veil, listened 
from a nearby car; where she 
cradled their youngest son, 
bom two days before his 
father was killed. 


Government faces pressing issues 
in months ahead, deputies say 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — If the govern- 
ment closed a page with the 
endorsement of the 1996 
budget, lawmakers did not. 
To some members of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
(here are still pressing issues 
' that should be tackled by the 
government although parlia- 
mentarians admit that their 
role m shaping cr influencing 
government policies is mar- 
ginal. 

"Successive government 
»Hdes are similar,” in na- 
me, says Deputy Abdul 
Sadi Majali, secretary gener- 
„.;;d of Al Ahd Party. "The 
■■ government showed under- 
■ : landing of some of the de- 
ities’ complaints but there 
ire certain demands that are 
tifficuJz to meet.” 

For the most part, inde- 
pendent deputies or those 
^presenting different blocs 
vere pragmatic in viewing 
beir role and obligations in a 
Ponntiy like Jordan with li- 
fted resources. Their analy- 
sts of the government policies 
"anges from criticism to 


appraisal, but all show under- 
standing not of the govern- 
ment practices and policies 
only but of their role as well. 

“The House does not have 
the power to draw the finan- 
cial policies of the Kingdom. 
There can be discussions but 
it can not change much,” says 
former Prime Minister Taher 
Masri. 

“There has been no change 
neither in the budget's goals 
nor in the deputies’ 
speeches,” he adds. "It is the 
same process that repeats it- 
self (every year) but with 
different formulae." 


NEWS ANALY5IS 


While deputies differ over 
whether this year’s budget 
was "better or worse’ than 
last year's, they recognise 
that the government was pur- 
suing its policies in the same 
manner it did always and that 
the role of Parliament was 
minimal. 

When the government pre- 
sented the 1995 budget, de- 
puties say, the budget report 
and later the government re- 
ply to the deputies’ com- 


plaints and demands were 
based on the dictates of the 
economic reform plan that 
started in 1989. The wording 
might differ and statistics 
might have changed this year 
but the general guidelines are 
still the same, they say. 

But this understanding of 
their limitations did not pre- 
vent lawmakers from debat- j 
ing the budget with vigour for 1 
three days last week or last 
year and this does not seem 
to be going to change in the , 
future. Their criticism of the 
government policies will con- 
tinue as long as their de- 
mands were not met. 

“The government had not 
taken into consideration most 
of the recommendations of 
the Finance Committee that 
were endorsed last year... it 
is following the same policy 
but we have hopes” it will 
change, centrist Deputy 
Anwar Hadid told the Jordan 
Times. 

Deputies believe that while 
the government maintains 
the same policies, the 
House's discussions enlighten 

(Continued on page 3) 


Syria urges talks on withdrawal 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syria 
n Saturday welcomed prog- 
*n U.S.-mediated nego- 
jations with Israel but urged 

* Jewish state to demons- 

its wish to end their 
fate of war by beginning 
exchanging land for 

The official daily newspap- 

* The Syria Times called for 
ST ^el to pave the way for a 
^through in die negotia- 

by starting discussions 
? a fall withdrawal from the 
■^n Heights, captured by 
***1 fa the 1967 six daw 
#ar, 3 

b also called for a clear 
”5J®itment to an Israeli 
Sr 00 * South Lebanon. 
_® er * Israeli troops have 
ttffPicd an 850-square- 
' UOn *ire border strip since 


1985. 

Both Israel and Syria said 
their peace talks, which are 
expected to resume next 
month after two sessions that 
ended Friday at Wye Planta- 
tion, Maryland, were produc- 
tive. 

The discussions since De- 
cember 27 were the first be- 
tween the Middle East rivals 
since negotiations broke off 
in June over the contentious 
issue of the Golan Heights. 

"The talks have been se- 
rious and the two negotiating 
reams have been open- 
minded and flexible in discus- 
sing procedural issues," an 
editorial in The Syrian Times 
said. 

"But there is still some- 
thing necessary to be shown 
bv Israel: It is the clear-cut 
discussion on full withdrawal 


from the Golan, South Leba- 
non. and western Bekaa (in 
Lebanon).” 

The paper said all hopes 
were pinned on the U-S. 
administration's efforts and 
the next shuttle by Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
due in the region next week. 

Its editorial echoed Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq Al 
Sharaa, who called for a 
Golan withdrawal to the pre- 
six-day war lines but said his 
country viewed the future of 
(he peace process with optim- 
ism. 

"We are looking to the 
future with optimism that a 
comprehensive and just 
peace can be put in place," 
he told the London-based 
Saudi television channel 
MBC on Friday. 



Hamas activists carry the coffin of Yahya against the Israeli state, was killed Friday 
Ayyash during his funeral in the Gaza Strip when his booby-trapped cellular phone ex- 
Saturday. Ayyash, said by Israel to be the ploded (Photo by Ahmad Jadallah, Reuters) 
brains behind a wave of suicide bomb attacks - 


Perry expected to discuss Jordan’s 
arms needs, including F-16s 


AMMAN (R) — U.S. De- 
fence Secretary William Per- 
ry arrives on Sunday for talks 
including a long-sought milit- 
ary aid package to modernise 
Jordan's forces and provide a 
squadron of prestigious F-16 
fighter-bombers. 

Western military experts 
said the ongoing negotia- 
tions, which have included a 
series of visits by U.S. milit- 
ary leaders, would not meet 
Jordan's initial hopes for a 
range of new weaponry be- 
cause of doubts it is appropri- 
ate for what they described as 
"a small, poor country.” 

However, the experts, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said there is now 
strong backing in Washington 
for Jordan’s request for the 
single-engine F-16s, the 
frontline U.S. warplane used 
by its new peace partner 
Israel. 

While talks in Mr. Perry’s 
first visit to Jordan will cover 
more than military aid, 
Jordanian leaders were cer- 
tain to continue the lobbying 
that has found a sympathetic 
audience since the Israeli- 
Jordanian peace treaty was 
signed. 

Financing remains a prob- 
lem in a time of U.S. budget 
cuts, but Western military 
experts believe Jordan is like- 
ly to receive between 12 and 
16. The value would depend 
on the price assigned by 
Washington. 


The planes, along with 
other parts of a military pack- 
age to modernise a fighting 
force that had fallen on hard 
times, are expected to be in 
use in Jordan this year, the 
experts said. 

The glamourous part of the 
military aid secured by Jor- 
dan following its October 
1994 peace treaty with Israel 
would be the F-16s, a main- 
stay of Israeli forces. 

A separate $100 million 
package now before Con- 
gress would be focused on 
more mundane needs such as 
extra trucks, spare parts, up- 
grades of existing weapons 
and training. That equip- 
ment, termed more vital by 
Western analysts, would be 
“off-the-shelf’ and available 
for immediate use. 

This reflects the view wide- 
ly held by foreign military 
experts that Jordan should 
focus on basic ways to up- 
grade its forces to control its 
borders and maintain internal 
security. 

Instead of the Ml-A 1 main 
battle tanks that Jordan 
would like, they are likely to 
get upgrades of their present 
M-60 U.S.-made tanks, the 
sources said. Jordanian re- 
quests for replacements for 
their current model of Hawk 
missiles have also been put 
aside. 

However, there is basic 
acceptance in Washington 
that Jordan's forces need sup- 


port, a new sympathy appa- 
rent since the Kingdom made 
peace with Israel and moved 
firmly back into the U.S.- 
orbit after opposing the U.S.- 
led war against Iraq in 1991. 

Western analysts now see 
Jordan holding a key place in 
Washington's Middle East 
strategy as a secure and 
stable U.S. ally. 

Mr. Peny arrived in Oman 
early Saturday at the start of 
a three-day visit to the Gulf 
and Middle East that will also 
take him to Saudi Arabia, 
Jordan and Israel. 

Mr. Perry flew from 
Ukraine to Muscat where be 
was to meet on Saturday with 
Sultan Qaboos Bin Said to 
discuss U.S. ties with the 
strategic nation on the west- 
ern bank of the Strait of 
Hormuz at the entrance to 
the Gulf. 

Mr. Perry planned to fly to 
Saudi Arabia later on Satur- 
day for talks with leaders in 
the kingdom. 

It was Mr. Perry's first visit 
to Oman, a member of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) of six moderate Arab 
states and a country which 
has had economic ties with 
the United States since the 
early 1800s. 

Oman supported the U.S.- 
led military alliance against 
Iraq in the 1991 Guif war and 
now has American military 
ammunition and U.S. air 
force C-130 cargo planes 
based on its soil. 


Jordan urges stronger 
role for private sector 
as Asian group 
prepares for meeting 


By Ghalia AJul 
and 

Alia Toukan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan Satur- 
day urged Asian countries 
participating at a Group of 
77 meeting in A mman to 
encourage the role of the 
private sector and minimi se 
government intervention in 
their economies. 
Governments should 
“adjust their policies io 
order to allow private 
enterprises to assume a new 
role that would guarantee 
their competitiveness in an 
increasingly market- orient- 
ed” economic environment. 
Minster of Trade and indus- 
try Ali Abul Ragheb told 
die preparatory meeting for 
the 8th Asian ministerial 
conference, which will 
open here Tuesday. 

The meeting will address 
the issues of indebtedness, 
unemployment poverty 
and labour services in the 
participating countries as 
well as economic coopera- 
tion among developed and 
developing nations. 

Three committees Sun- 
day started separate ses- 
sions to draft recommenda- 
tions for the ' ministerial 
meeting, which brings 
together 46 Asian countries 
and 26 United Nations bod- 
ies and is held once every 


four years. 

Two committees will 
today draft proposals for 
enhancing economic coop- 
eration among developing 
countries and the Amman 
declaration, which will be 
issued by the ministerial 
meeting Thursday, 

The third panel, called 
“Committee of the Whole” 
will propose a draft agenda 
for the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD 
9) , which will be held in 
South Africa late April. 

Mohammed Smadi, sec- 
retary general at the Min- 
istry of Trade and Industry, 
told reporters the Amman 
declaration committee 

encountered some difficul- 
ties in its discussions. 

“These difficulties 

occurred because of con- 
flicting points of view 
among attending govern- 
ment representatives., ” he 
said without elaboration on 
the nature of these differ- 
ences. 

However, Dr. Smadi said' 
that a large part of the 
Amman document has been 
agreed upon, and that any 
differences will be resolved 
before the end of the con- 
ference, which he said will 
play a significant role in 

Continued on Page 3 


Saddam : cooperation 
with U.N. to continue 


BAGHDAD (R) — Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein said 
Saturday Iraq was still willing 
to cooperate with the United 
Nations in the hope of having 
trade sanctions eased. 

In an address marking the' 
75th anniversary of the 
founding of the Iraqi army. 
President Saddam said he 
had ordered that the utmost 
effort be made to comply 
with U.N. resolutions. 

“We have reaffirmed once 
more to the concerned au- 
thorities in their field to exert 
their utmost to respond to the 
legal demands which enter 
into relevant resolutions," he 
said in an address broadcast 
live on state media. 

President Saddam said his 
instructions were meant to 
deny “the enemies the 
chance to blur the situation." 

The Iraqi leader, wearing a 
dark civilian suit and tie, said 
in the next few months it 
would become clear what 
steps Iraq was taking to com- 
ply with the resolutions. 

“Iraq is able to make good 
headway towards an end to 
the U.N.-imposed embargo 
despite the events of August 
1995," he said. 

He was referring to the 
defection of Lieutenant- 


General Kamel Hassan, his 
son-in-law and the master- 
mind behind Iraq's weapons 
programmes. 

It prompted Baghdad to 
make new revelations about 
its weapons systems but U.N. 
arms inspectors said it was 
still witholding vital informa- 
tion. 

The U.N. Security Council 
said on Friday Iraq" had not 
yet met the conditions for the 
sanctions to be eased or 
lifted, and it decided that no 
change should be introduced 
to them. 

President Saddam said 
progress was achieved de- 
spite the efforts of hostile 
circles — apparently a refer- 
ence to the United States. 

An Iraqi official, writing in 
a state newspaper on Satur- 
day, said Iraq was convinced 
the United States would not 
lift the ban on its oil exports 
even if the U.N. declared its 
weapons of mass destruction 
had been eliminated. 

An easing of the embargo 
on Iraqi oil exports, part of 
wide-ranging sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq for invading 
Kuwait in 1990, is Unking to 
the destruction of its weapons 
of mass destruction. 


Syria’s Islamists vow peaceful anti- Israel front 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Syria’s banned 
and exiled Muslim Brother- 
hood group said on Saturday 
it would "peacefujly" oppose 
any peace deal with Israel if 
Damascus allowed it to re- 
turn. 

It also welcomed last 
month s freeing by Syria of 
1.200 members and suppor- 
ters of the group, whose 
armed uprising against Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad was 
crushed in 1982, forcing 
thousands to flee ro Jordan, 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 

"In principle, we are 
against ii (peace and norma- 


lisation of ties wiin Israel)," 
Mohammad Al Sayyed, head 
of the group's political 
bureau, told Reuters in Am- 
man. 

"But our means, if we are 
allowed to work in Syria, will 
be peaceful,” he said. "Our 
opposition will not be more 
than that of other Islamic 
groups, say like the Jorda- 
nian Islamists.” 

Jordan's Muslim Brother- 
hood movement, which has 
16 deputies in parliament, 
opposes peace with Israel. It 
is leading a vocal coalition of 
opposition parties who have 
vowed to revoke Jordan's 
1994 peace rreary with Israel 
through constitutional chan- 
nels. 


Mr. Sayyed and the tnove- 
ment's deputy leader. 
Mohammad-Naasan Irwany, 
said during the interview they 
expected Syria to sign peace 
with Israel in 1996. 

Both also said they did not 
expect real opposition to the 
deal in Syria and believed 
Mr. Assad, Israel's staunch- 
est Arab foe, will not push 
for warm post-peace ties. 

"On (future) normalisation 
(of links), the Syrian regime 
will not push for a warm 
peace with Israel.” Mr. 
Sayyed said. 

"Normalisation between 
the people will take a long 
time, it won't come by people 
throwing themselves ‘at it. be- 
cause in the belief of every 


Syrian, you can’t deal with 
Jews,” he said. 

Israeli and Syrian nego- 
tiators ended three days of 
U.S.-mediated talks outside 
Washington on Friday, hail- 
ing unspecified progress on 
key disputes between them 
and raising speculation of a 
possible breakthrough. 

Their talks, begun in 1991, 
have been stuck over Syria's 
insistence on a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
Heights, captured in the 1967 
Middle East war, and Israel's 
demands for normal relations 
and security arrangements. 

“We do not expect any 
problems (from a peace deal) 
because the real opposition in 


Syria was the Islamic opposi- 
tion, which is now outside 
Syria or in Syrian jails," Mr. 
Sayyed said. 

"Also, the way which 
Assad used, in the course of 
tire talks will put him in the 
image of a hero, not one who 
surrendered. They will pre- 
sent him in a way that he 
realised strong peace.” 

The banned group lost its 
clout in Syria after 1982. and 
laws set execution as a penal- 
ty for membership in the 
party, whose political and 
media campaigns are laun- 
ched from Iraq, Europe and 
America. 

The prisoners' release was 
welcomed at home and 
abroad. 
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K. firms said to plot 



Saudi dissident 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
biggest arms companies stood 
accused on Saturday of work- 
ing with government minis- 
ters and spy agencies to si- 
lence a Saudi dissident whose 
activities risked undermining 
huge defence deals with 
Riyadh. 

The claims by the Guar- 
dian newspaper, based on a 
leaked report by the chief 
executive of defence firm 
Vickers. . followed Britain's 
decision to deport opposition 
leader Mohammad Masaari 
to protect trade with Saudi 
Arabia. 

Vickers is bidding for a 
tank contract with Riyadh as 
part of the multi-billion 
pounds A! Yam amah deal 
signed in die mid-1980s. 

In a separate report, the 
Independent newspaper re- 
vealed that Britain's newly- 
appointed ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia. Andrew 
Green, is a non-executive 
director of Vickers. 


Mr. Masaari, 49, has 
waged a relentless campaign 
against Saudi Arabia arriving 
in Britain through Yemen 
last year. He has accused the 
Saudi royal family of corrup- 
tion and called for a peaceful 
transition to Islamic rule. 

Vickers acknowledged this 
week that it had warned the 
British government of the 
threat to its contracts by 
Saudi anger over Mr. 
Masaari's activities. 

The Guardian document 
reveals that Britain passed to 
Saudi Arabia secret intelli- 
gence on Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein last year to calm 
Saudi anger over Mr. 
Masaari. 

The three-page internal 
memo written by Vickers 
Chief Executive Sir Colin 
Chandler also refers to 
“direct Saudi intervention’* 
against the activist and 
attempts to “stifle him perso- 
nally.*' 

Vickers has declined to 


comment on the leak. 

The memo described a dis- 
cussion between Mr. Chand- 
ler and British Aerospace 
Chief Executive Dick Evans, 
who reported anxiety in the 
United States Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) about 
the impact of Mr. Masaari's 
campaign. 

British Aerospace had also 
been studying ways of trying 
to stop Mr. Masaari sending 
his material into Saudi Ara- 
bia through the world-wide 
Internet computer system. 

In another passage,. Sir 
Chandler writes: ‘'Direct 
Saudi intervention against 
him (Masaari) could be diffi- 
cult... because he is the son 
of a leading cleric in the 
kingdom." 

Mr. Masaari has been 
given 10 days to appeal 
against the British deporta- 
tion order. The Caribbean 
island of Dominica has 
agreed to accept him but Mr. 
Masaari has no connections 
there. 


Former British Armed 
Forces Minister Sir Archie 
Hamilton on Saturday de- 
fended the government’s de- 
rision, saying it was right to 
put national interests first. 

“My understanding of it is 
that the Saudis were making 
it quite dear that there would 
be no order for these tanks so 
long as he (Masaari) re- 
mained in London. 

“The government took the 
interests of jobs in... England 
rather than those of Mr. 
Masaari," Sir Hamilton told 
BBC radio.. 


Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, 
refused to be drawn on Bri- 
tain's decision to expell Mr. 
Masaari. 

“It is a measure taken by 
the British government over 
an affair which concerns it," 
Saudi Interior Minister Nayef 
Ibn Abdul Aziz told the Ara- 
bic daily Al Hayat. 

It was the first Saudi reac- 
tion to the deportation order 
against Mr.' Masaari. 


Bahrain tightens grip 
on Shi’ite opposition 


NICOSIA (R) — A Bahraini 
dissident group Saturday said 
riot police attacked worship- 
pers in several areas of the 
Arab Gulf state Friday night 
in the latest government 
crackdown on Shi'ite opposi- 
tion gatherings. 

The Bahrain Freedom 
Movement, the biggest 
opposition group, said about 
250 riot police besieged the 
grand mosque in Al Qafool. 
five kilometres from central ' 
Manama, ahd attacked wor- 
shippers attempting to enter 
it. 

“Teargas, rubber bullets 
and glass-particle cluster bul- 
lets were fired," it said in a 
statement sent to internation- 
al news organisations. 

. Travellers said they saw 
dozens of riot policemen in 
the area but could not con- 
firm reports of the unrest. 

The Bahrain Freedom 
Movement said cleric Sheikh 
Mohammad Al Rayyash was 
aiTested after delivering a 


speech to worshippers in Al 
Daih village condemning the 
security forces' dampdown 
on members of the opposi- 
tion. 


Anti-government protests 
erupted in December 1994 in 
Bahrain after the government 
arrested a Shi'ite cleric. 
Sheikh Ali Salman, for distri- 
buting leaflets calling for the 
restoration of the parliament. 

Sheikh Salman was later 
deported along with three 
other Muslim clerics accused 
of fanning the unrest in which 
at least 13 dvilians and three 
policemen were killed. The 
disturbances faded in April. 

About 65 per cent of 
Bahrain's indigenous popula- 
tion belong to the Shi'ite 
branch of Islam. The coun- 
try’s rulers are Sunni Mus- 
lims. 

Bahrain’s emir. Sheikh Isa 
Ben Sulman Al Khalifa, has 
vowed to maintain the gov- 
ernment's firm line on unrest. 


A tough speech marking 
Bahrain's national day on 
Dec. 16 followed anti- 
government protests deman- 
ding the release of political 
prisoners and the restoration 
of a parliament dissolved in 
1975. 

In an inddent on Friday, 
riot police used teargas to 
disperse another Shi'ite 
gathering in the Naim area of 
Manama where. Sheikh 
Abdul Amir Al Jamri, a lead- 
ing opposition figure, was 
scheduled to attend a reli- 
gious celebration. 


“Without any warning, the 
security forces, most of 
whom do not speak Arabic, 
attacked the gathering in an 
arbitrary manner," the state- 
ment said. . . 

It said Sheikh Jamri; a 
prominent Shi'ite cleric, was 
held for several hours 
together with three other 
leading clerics. Several peo- 
ple were also arrested. 


Norway wants family of man 
slain by Mossad compensated 


Cyprus 
president 
accuses 
police of 
killings 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian 
Foreign Minister Bjoern 
Tore Godal urged Israel on 
Saturday to take responsibil- 
ity for killing a Moroccan 
waiter in Norway 23 years 
ago in mistake for a Palesti- 
nian guerrilla target. 

Mr. Godal said there was 
no doubt an Israeli hit squad 
shot dead Ahmad Bouchiki in 
Lillehammer after he was 
mistaken for an agent for 
guerrillas who killed 11 
Israeli athletes at the Munich 
Olympics in 1972. 

“Israel must now recognise 
its responsibility and do the 
right thing in the Bouchiki 
case." Mr. Godal said in un- 
usually blunt remarks to 
Aftenposten, Norway’s main 
daily newspaper. “We are 
waiting for Israeli action." 

A foreign ministry spokes- 
man confirmed to Reuters 
■ that the minister had been 
quoted correctly. Aftenpos- 
ten said Norwegian patience 
was running out in the case 
and that Mr. Godal would 


bring it up with Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Ehud Barak next 
week. 

Mr. Godal said Norway 
had been pressing Israel in- 
formally to accept blame 
under international law and 
compensate the Norwegian 
family of Mr. Bouchiki, an 
immigrant who had nothing 
to do with the Munich mas- 
sacre. 


“The response has not 
been overwhelming so far," 
he said. ’To put it mildly, 
that Israel killed an innocent 
man is more than just an 
assumption. A Norwegian 
court has established this, but 
Israel bas not faced up to it." 

Norway insists the 1974 
trial showed that the Israeli 
secret service Mossad was be- 
hind the killing. Norway 
jailed five people after the 
shooting but there were wide- 
spread suspicions that the 
alleged Israeli ringleader 
went free. 

Prime Minister Gro Har- 


lem Brundtland asked the 
late Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin to look into 
the case when be was in Oslo 
to receive the 1994 Nobel 
Peace Prize with Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. 

But according to Oslo, Mr. 
Rabin said in a letter to Mr. 
Brundtland that Israel would 
not take responsibility for 
killing Mr. Bouchiki or com- 
ment on reports linking Mos- 
sad to the shooting. 

Israeli Science and Com- 
munications Minister Shula- 
mit Aloni said last week she 
would support a Norwegian 
request for Israel to compen- 
sate the widow of the slain 
Moroccan. 

The late Israeli General 
Aharon Yariv confirmed in a 
1993 interview that Israeli 
agents sent to Lillehammer to 
kill the Palestinian who 'mas- 
terminded the murder of 
Israeli athletes in Munich did 
kill Mr. Bouchiki instead. 


NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus' 
President Glafcos Clerides 
has accused officers in the 
island’s police force of com- 
mitting murders with their 
superiors' knowledge and 
being involved in gangland 
corruption. 

Mr. derides’ revelations 
that Cypriot police were in- 
volved in organised crime 
were contained in a letter he 
wrote and made publteSaturj. . 
day after me resignation -o£aZ. 
senior officer. ■ * - 

Assistant police chief Cos- 
tas Papacostas tendered his 
resignation to Mr. derides 
on Thursday, dting reasons 
of “sensitivity." 

"The public opinion was 
wondering, and continues to ■ 
wonder, now killings, arsons 
and explosions can be com- 
mitted with such ease and 
police are unable to solve 
them.” said Mr. derides in 
answer to points made by Mr. 
Papacostas in bis letter of 
resignation. 

Of 11 murders and man- 
slaughters committed on the 
island last year, only three — 
said to be crimes of passion 
— were solved. The remain- 
ing eight, believed to be con- 
nected to criminal gangs 
vying for control of prostitu- 
tion and drug trafficking 
rings, have not been solved. 

“My concerns had in- 
creased after unquestionably 
reliable information that 
murders had been committed 
by police officers, who, in 
one case visited a senior offic- 
er at his home at 2.00 in the 
morning and told him of the 
murder they had committed. 
The officer said: ‘I know ev- 
erything, be careful’," Mr. 
derides said. 

Car bombings are becom- 
ing a common occurrence in 
the port town of Limassol 
where most of the murders 
were committed. None of the 
bombings have been solved. 
Explosives can be obtained 
relatively easily in Cyprus. 
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Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat on Saturday greets 
crowds as he arrives in the West Bank city of Bethlehem to attend Orthodox 
Christmas celebrations and receive a peace prize awarded to him by the Orthodox 
Church (Reuters photo) 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank >-h X* 01 ' ' 
(R) — The Greek Orthodox 
Church gave Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader Yasser Arafat its top 
prize Saturday in Bethlehem , 1 - 

for his role in promoting Mid. ~ 
die East peace. 

Mr. Arafat shared the Gol- :i 
den Peace Prize with His 
Majesty King Hussein, HRH 1 

Crown Prince Hassan, the f 
late Israeli Prime Minister P ‘ 

Yitzhak Rabin and current 
Prime Minister Shimon ■ *' ‘ 

Peres. 

Patriarch Diodoros I said 
in a ceremony at Bethlehem's 
Church of the Nativity the . "1 ■: ~ ' 

Greek Orthodox Church had • ' 
decided “to show our grad- 
tude for your efforts for the 
sake of peace." 

In response Mr. Arafat 
said: “I feel proud that you fonrijn ira&u 
have granted me this golden 
necklace, the prize of peace, . - 
the peace of the braves." -*’/ 

“I was hoping that Mr. 

Yitzhak Rabin who made the 
peace of the braves with me 
would have been next to me T- - 
now. Mr. Rabin who ... bas 
paid the price of the peace of ' 
the braves.” 

Mr. Arafat was scheduled 
to attend Orthodox Christ- 
mas midnight mass on Satur- 
day in Bethlehem. 
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Egypt’s Copts mark Christmas 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's 
Orthodox Christians began 
Christmas celebrations Satur- 
day after a turbulent year 
that saw a political fight with- 
in the church and a failed bid 
for elective parliament seats. 

Christmas eve ceremonies 
‘ Saturday night include a mass 
at St. Mark's Cathedral in 
Cairo said by Pope Shenouda 

m. 

Most families gathered af- 
ter church services for a party 
with festive food, including 
traditional date-filled sugar 
cookies. Christmas day mas- 
ses will be held Sunday. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak issued a special 


holiday message to the pope 
and his followers "praying to 
God that he will protect our 
beloved Egypt." 

Kamal El Ganzoury, 
selected last week at the na- 
tion’s new prime minister, 
sent a similar message with 


Most of the rest are Muslims. 

Although they are a size- 
able minority, the Copts wield 
little political power in the 
country. 

This year, for example, 
they were unable to convince 
the education ministry to in- 


when the group in an unpre- 
cedented move put up its own 
list of candidates for the 24- 
member Coptic community 
council that oversees opera- 
tions. But the pope suc- 
ceeded in getting approval 
for the slate he endorsed. 


Jordan 


"wishes tor heaitfr arid happi- ‘/tgryene. to bar several; univer- . 


ness. 

The Coptic Church is one 
of the oldest in Christendom. 
Its first adherents were con- 
vened in the first century 
after Christ by the Evangelist 
St. Mark, author of one of 
the four Gospels. 

They are estimated to 
make up about 10 per cent of 
Egypt’s 58 million people. 


side's .with militant' * Islamic 
faculty from holding mid- 
term exams Sunday. 

Last fall, a group of Coptic 
professionals — university 
professors, lawyers and doc- 
tors — pressured the pope to 
give more power to laymen in 
management of the church. 

The peak of the confronta- 
tion .came in November, 


Also last'^yeaf; some 57 
Copts — the largest number 
ever — ran in November and 
December elections for rite 
454-seat Egyptian people's 
assembly. 


None won, although Mr. J _ 
Mubarak followed tradition .77" 
and appointed six Copts to y ‘ r ' 
the legislative house. 


Murderers of Algerian 
minister shot dead 


PARIS (R) — Algerian 
security forces have killed 
two Muslim guerrillas sus- 
pected of belonging to a fun- 
damentalist hit squad which 
gunned down a former Alge- 
rian minister, the Algerian 
official news agency APS said 
on Saturday. 

Quoting an official state- 
ment. APS said the two men 
were hunted down as danger- 
ous criminals by security 
forces as they were accused 
of gunning down former In- 
terior Minister Abou Bakr 
Belkaid four months ago in 
central Algiers. 

The statement identified 
the two dead men as Moham- 
mad Bouhamoum alias Moh 
Djetta, a guerrilla ringleader 
in the Casbah of Algiers, and 
Abdelhak Khelfaoui. 

The death on Friday of the 
two guerrillas, suspected for 
several assassinations includ- 


ing the killing of Mr. Belkaid, 
brought to 19 the number of 
militants reported shot dead 
in the last three days. 

Algerian forces have killed 
seventeen Muslim guerrillas 
in two day-long operations 
carried out in seven regions 
throughout the North Afri- 
can country, APS said quot- 
ing a separate security state- 
ment. 

Five among the 17 men 
killed on last Sunday and 
Tuesday were shot dead after 
security forces besieged them 
near the town of Ain Defla, 
115 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, it said. 

Up to 50,000 people have 
been killed in Algeria's vio- 
lence pitting government 
forces against Muslim guerril- 
las since early 1992 when 
authorities cancelled a gener- 
al election which the Islamists 
were poised to win. 


Camp leaders to 
help Lebanon army 
find wanted man 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Palesti- 
nian refugee camp leaders 
said Saturday that they would 
help the Lebanese army track 
down a Palestinian accused of 
being behind the murder of a 
militant pro-Syrian sheikh. 

After a meeting, the com- 
mittee of the 'Ain Hilweh 
camp said they "wanted to 
act in coordination with the 
Lebanese army to find and 
arrest." Ahmad Abdul 
Karim Al Saidi. 31. 

Mr. Saidi, also known by 
his nom de guerre Abu Mah- 
jan, is accused of organising 
the assassination of Sheikh 
Nizar Halabi Aug. 31. 

The representatives of the 
70 .000-strong camp said they 
were unanimous in their “de- 
sire to hand over Abu Mah- 
jan to the authorities if he is 
found." 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel- 7?3ltl- !•> 


CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME TWO 
14:00 

Shcllv Duvall's Bedtime Slnrics 
MdO 

Feature film: "The Dream Team" 
16:00 


The 
16:30 . 

Adventures of the Black 
Stallion 

17:00 


Children's Programme — CEsi 
Pas Sorrier 

I7J0. 


18:00 . 

Doc. — L'lmcgralc 

9.-00 .. 
19:15 



Magazine — Sports El Musiquc 

IWO New Headline* 

1*05 Boogies Diner 

28:00 Cinema. Cinema 

20:25 The Bold and the Beautiful 
21:10 . The American Chart Show 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 

Feature film: A Different Affair 


St. Mary of Nazareth Charch 
SweUleh. Tel. 810740 
Aswrabllw of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Aammdaikm Tci. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Terroancta Charch Tel: 622366 
Church oT the Amumdstkw Tel. 
623541. 

Anglian Church Tel. 652826 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

82J32R. 

CrniUD-apeakteg Evaagdkal Can- 

ttregatioo Td. 845457 

The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 

Church of Nazarene Td.675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church hi 

Amman 

Td. SI 1295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


WEATHER 


«5:05 . 
06:28 . 
11.35 
14-10 . 
16:41 . 
18:04 


Fair 

fSunroc] Duha 

Dhuhr 

*Asr 

Maghreb 

'Isha 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


It will be cold a: night. Rise in 
temperatures is expected. It will be 
partly cloudy in Aqaba and seas 
calm. 


Mm. ■'Max. temp. 

Amman 5 I 15 

Aqaba 8 / 22 

Deserts 4 1 16 

Jordan Valley 9/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 14, Aqaba 22 Humidity 
readings: Amman 33 per cent. 
Aqaba 34 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Osanuh Al Husscinr ... 847289 

Dr. Bilal Al Sayyid 890280 

Dr. Khalil Abu Marjouh ... 779797 

Dr. Hkham Kan'an 790286 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmchani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najih pharmacy 847632 

IRB1D: 

Dr. Ahmiid Oanu 281741 

Alquds pharmacy t — ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Randa Shahin 995710 

Khalifch pharmacy 9854 17 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Ccnirc 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 66] 1 11 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints........ 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 U 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Gills 001230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623 101 

. Abdaii Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Tekvoion 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6801 00 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Priiioss Hayo |fop,ui . 


IMS 

21:90 

22:15 

22:45 

09:10 

03:50 


Vienna (RJ) 

... Jeddah (add) (RJ) 
Munich. Rome (RJ | 
Aqaba (RJ) 

...Cairo I RJ) 

.... Sanaa i add ) (RJ) 


An arrest warrant was s ~ \ 
issued five days ago and - 
Palestinian officials have 
been trying to persuade Mr. 

Saidi to turn himself in. One 
official told AFP “he is no 
longer at home." 

But a member of Yasser 
Arafat’s Palestine Liberation ^ 

Organisation (PLO), asking “ !;r 

to remain anonymous, 
that he was “still in .. 

camp" and is due to be band- -5). 
ed over to the authorities “to 7^ .. . ^ 
spare the camp residents** 
from any negative conseq^^' " -. 

ences caused by the actions oft i jj; ■ 

an outlaw." ^ r ‘ . 

Mr. Saidi bas qjjout 
armed supporters ^nd .. 

last seen late Wednesday ~- r -. . 
camp leaders. He 'has been • 
summoned to appear before 
a court on Monday. . 

?Ci . r. 

••• • 

>r<n. 


f: 


23:45 Jeddah (add) 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre s 13 k 1 3/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

NW 281/6 

Ahilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jjhal Amman Maternity .... M2362 

Mfllhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmccuni 6071171 

Shmcisani Hospital 669J3I 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahfi. Ahdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn . 

A I- Bashir. J. Ash ra fich 

Army. Marku 

Queen Alia Hospital ... 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 

Zarqu Govt. Hospital 109)983323 
Zarqa Nation al Hospital 
.. (091900560 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)9R6732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital (W)9*«WJ 
Jitc Arab Centre for Hart and Special 
865199 

IRBUh 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Creel Catholic Hospital {Q2J272275 
Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)2471(10 


(03)31411! 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied hv 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

JOJO Sanaa (tY) 

,2:4 ® Bahrain (GF) 

Doha (07 1 

Moscow (SU) 

Beirut (ME) 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

London. Beirut (BA) 
Amsterdam (KL) 


Other flights (TsmUnal 2 ) 

64.-08 Romc(AZ) 

87:45 Bonn (ME) 

11:38 : . Sanaa (I Y) 

13*38 rDoliafGFl 

15:88 Doha (07) 

1&05 Moscow (SU) 

21:18 1.. Cairo (MS) 




14:00 

14:30 

20:18 

20:20 

23:10 

23:59 

01:20 


I L 

02^5 Amstcpfam (KL) |^i 

market prices 


Uppcr/lowcr price in. Bis per kg. 
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V' 


Apple 700/500 


ICmational Airport Tel. IUSISJ200- 
"k-rc it should a/wjft he\cn- 


fied 


. 77710133 
775111/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 607155 


ARRIVALS 

FHgiite Jordania n (RJ) 

(Terminal 1) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 


(Terminal 1) 

OS-JO 


Bangkok IRJ) 

Aqaba (Rj) 

Jeddah | Rjj 

Lantaca jRJ j 

Dhahran. Riyadh (RJV 

- Dubai. Dhabi (RJ) 
■•••" Beirut (RJ) 

m-ae m v ^a. Bahrain (RJ) 
I6.4S New > ork, Amsterdam I RJ ) 

‘l 58 ! Brussels. Paris i R r i 

17:45 .... 


08:00. 
88:35. 
08:5 5. 
09:20. 
09-J5 
10:05 . 

18:15. 


Brussels. Paris (RJ. 

lojM , London (RJ) 

I® 1 ®? Madrid. Geneva (rj i 

;f;7f Athens (Rj) 

Frankfurt I RJ) 

,,J5 


06:15, 
08:50, 
1 1:00 , 
11:10 
11:25. 
12: IS. 
16:00 
20 : 10 . 
20:15 . 
20:20. 
20:30. 
20-JS, 
28:45 
21:10 . 
22:05. 
22:10 
22 * 0 . 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Bcirut(RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Vienna (RJ) 

Munich (RJ) 

... Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

AthcnsiRJ) 

Jeddah (add) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Aqaba | RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah i RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

• New Delhi (RJ) 

... Singapore. Jakarta i RJ ) " 
New Delhi, Singapore (RJ) 

. Bangkok ( RJj 


22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 


Banana M 

Banana (Mukatnmar) "620 

Banana (imported) 880700 

Cabbage 100/50 

Carrot 260/150 

Cauliflower IKVSfl 

Cucumbers (large) 200 / 120 

Cucumbers (small) 350/220 

Grape Fruit 220/150 

Lemon 250/180 

Marrowflatmj) 120/80 

Marrow (small) 230 / 12W 

Onion (green) 220/150 

Piippcr (hoi) 260/ 180 

Pepper (sweet) 260/J®} 

Radish I5M0 

Spinach 12 MjO 

Siring Beans 

Tangerine 

Tomato ...„ IWI00 


.fy: . 
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King meets Louisiana senator 


AMMAN(AP) His Majesty King Hussein Saturday met 
with a U.S. senator and discussed with him Arab-Israeli 
peacemaking and other regional issues JPetra news agency 
rcpcffted the meeting with J. Bennett Johnston, 64, a 
Louisiana Democrat, but provided no details on the talks. 
Officials, however, said the discussions dealt with progress 
in the U.S.-backed Middle Hast peace process, the situation 
in Iraq and Jordan’s energy needs and projects. The sena- 
tor, a chairman of the Subcommittee on Energy and Water 
Development, also met with Energy Minister Sameeh Dar- 
wazeh and other cabinet officials during his three-day stay 
He later left Jordan. 


British trade team due Wednesday 


AMMAN (Pfctra)— A British trade delegation is due in 
A mm an Wednesday on a five-day visit during which it will 
exchange views with members of the Federation, of Jor- 
danian Chambers of Commerce and Ind ustry and commer- 
cial institutions on trade and investment issues. 


Tarif to attend T unis meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Agriculture Mansour Ben 
Tarif will represent Jordan at a meeting of the Executive 
Council of the Arab Organisation for Agricultural Devel- 
opment which will open in Tunis Wednesday. The council 
groups the ministers of agriculture of Jordan, Bahrain, the 
United Arab Emirates. Sudan. Djibouti , Algeria and 
Morocco. The council will also approve the organisation's 
plans for the coming two years . 


Egyptian trade exhibition prepared 


AMMAN (J. T. ) — An Egyptian delegation arrived in 
Amman Saturday to discuss arrangements for organising a 
10-day exhibition of Egyptian goods in Jordan .The dele- 
gation will meet a number of government and private sec- 
tor officials and will visit the site of the exhibition, which 
is scheduled to open on May 4 and last until May 14. 


Greek delegation arrives Jan. 8 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation from the Air War College 
of Greece will on Jan. 8 begin a four-day visit to Jordan. 
The Greek embassy in Amman said the visit, which is in 
return for a visit to Athens by Jordanian airforce delega- 
tion last May, was expected to further strengthen relations 
between Jordan and Greece. 


Jordan urges 


Continued from page 1 


projecting ’ the region’s 
needs and particularities at 
UNCTAD. 9. v ■ 

He added that UNCTAD 
9 provides an occasion for 
Asian countries to seek 
concrete measures that 
would contribute to the 
revitalisation and invigora- 
tion of the Asian economy. 

But Mr. Abul Ragheb 
insisted that only through 
the adoption of economic 
policies that would reduce 
governments roles in the 
economy and help release 
the potential of the private 
sector can Asian countries 
attain economic growth 
and development 
“it is only through such a 
change that the private sec- 
tor can assume its respon- 


sibility in promoting trade 
flows, investment and 
transfer of technology," 
Mr. Abul Ragheb said in a 
speech with which he 
opened the • preparatory 
meeting of the group. 

Describing indebtedness 
as a problem shouldered 
by the region as a whole, 
Mr. Abul Ragheb stressed 
that efforts to resolve it 
should be launched in con- 
sultation with international 
financial institutions. 

The ministerial meeting 
is organised by the Min- 
istry of Trade and Industry 
in cooperation with the , 
World Trade Organisation 
and tbe International Mon- 
etary Fund among other, 
global institutions. 


Government faces issues 


(Continued from page 1) 


the government and influ- 
ence its policies, though mar- 
ginally. For one thing, their 
analysis of the budget and 
then" demands of the Treas- 
ury provide the government 
with a fresh look at people's 
needs. They can help direct 
the government’s attention to 
more pressing issues that the 
government might not have 
considered. 


nomy, he says. 


Islamist deputies also note 
a retreat in the government 
promises from last year. The 
only thing “that went up was 
taxes," Islamic Action Front 
depaty Hammam Sa’eed 
says. He points out that the 
government failed to achieve 
its promises of achieving eco- 
nomic prosperity. 


.^Opposition proposals to 
adopt austerity measures in- 
stead of raising taxes that 
.“had increased poverty in the 
Kingdom," might have been 
disregarded by the govern- 
ment but are necessary to be 
mentioned at a time when the 
government is going in the 
wrong track, according to 
Mustafa Shneikat, a leftist 
deputy. 


To Islamist deputies, the 
deteriorating conditions in 
the country and the increas- 
ing level of poverty and un- 
employment were due to the 
persistent policies of pursuing j 
peace with Israel and com- 1 
pliance with the International | 
Monetary Fund’s policies. 1 


According to Mr. 
Shneikat, the government 
should realise that the self- 
reliance policy it is following 
might look good on the out- 
side but is increasing pressure 
locally. Government’s de- 
pendence on local revenues 
to achieve self-reliance is 
based, in its most part, on 
collecting taxes, a heavy bur- 
den on the people, he says. 


Although they admit that 

the government would notj 
change its policies in this | 
regard, Islamists believe that 
they, as representatives of | 
the people, have to remind 
the government of what they 
see as the right path to fol- 
low. 


4 

He ‘says that while the^ re- 
form programme was mainly 
aimed at solving problems, 
poverty and unemployment 
were increasing. The coun- 
try’s move towards privatisa- 
tion is going in full speed to 
the detriment of the eco- 


Mohammad Oweidab, 
another Islamist, admits that 
lawmakers failed to influence 
the government policies espe- 
cially in terms of- their de- 
mands to reduce government 
spendings. He says, however, 
he believes that there was an 
improvement in this year’s 
government response to the 
House demands. 


“Definitely, it is more posi- 
tive" than last year. Deputy 
Oweidah maintains. 


More 


rain 

expected 


By Ramadan 
Rawashdeh 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 


AMMAN — The 
Department of Meteo- 
rology said Saturday 
that more scattered 
showers are expected to 
fall Sunday as Jordan 
remains affected by a 
low depression which 
has moved to tbe north 
east of Syria . 

The department said 
that rainfall was mostly 
expected in tbe north 
and south regions of 
the Kingdom, with tem- 
peratures reaching 10 
degrees centigrade dur- 
ing the day and drop- 
ping to 4 degrees at 
night . 

Tbe department said 
that fog formation was 
expected and warned of 
poor visibility. 

Tbe rains of the past 
three days have 
increased by one and a 
half million cubic 
metres mcm the amount 
of water in Kingdom's 
dams, said Hashem 
Shboul, Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA secre- 
tary general Saturday. 
The King Talal Dam, the 
laigest in the Kingdom 
with a total storage 
capacity of 80 MCM, 
has collected one mil- 
lion MCM, raising the 
amount of water it holds 
to 4.4 million MCM, 
added Mr Shboul 
He told the Jordan 
Times that the Sharhabil 
Dam now bolds 1.6 
MCM of water and the 
Kafrein Dam, 214, 000 
cubic metres. 

Mr. Shboul said no 
more water from these 
dams will be pumped to 
the farmlands in the Jor- 
dan valley in the rainy 
season, and this in turn 
will Increase the amount 
of water reservoir. 

He said that in view of 
the dry weather in the 
past month, the JVA 
was forced to increase 
its pumping of dam 
water to the farmlands 
in the Jordan Valley 
region . 

The Department of 
Meteorology said that 
the rainfall in Jordan in 
the past two days was 
highest in Tafileh, 
which received 45 mil- 
limetres of rain. 


Ahmad Lawzi 


Senate 


passes 
officers law 


AMMAN (Petra)—- The 
Upper House of Parliament, 
The Senate. Saturday 
endorsed a draft 1996 law on 
army officers service as 
was referred to it by the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Meeting under the chair- 
manship of its Speaker 
Ahmad Lawzi and in the 
presence of Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and 
cabinet ministers, the Senate 
also referred to its Judicial 
Committee a draft labour 
law as was received from 
the Lower House, which 
introduced some amend- 
ments to the draft legisla- 
tion. Ji also referred to its 
Finance Committee the 1996 
draft budget law, which was 
endorsed by the Lower 
House Thursday. 


King receives Canadian minister 


Premier briefs MacLaren on incentives 


for foreign investment in the Kingdom 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
received at the Royal Court 
Saturday Canadian Minis- 
ter for International Trade 
Roy MacLaren and 
reviewed with him Jordan- 
ian- Canadian relations, 

especially in the economic 
field. 

Speaking at the meeting, 
which was attended by 
Chief of the Royal Court 
Marwan al Qasem and 
Canada's ambassador to 
Jordan Michel de Salaber- 
ry, Mr MacLaren expressed 
his country’s interest in 
entering joint economic 
ventures with the Kingdom. 

He said that Canada will 
help Jordan in drawing up 
a set of industrial specifica- 
tions and standards which 
correspond with 

international standards . 

He also expressed Cana- 
da's appreciation of Jor- 
dan’s peace endeavours and 
tbe Kingdom’s hosting of 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit last year . 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker also received 
Me MacLaren and dis- 
cussed with him Jordanian- 
Canadian relations and 
cooperation in communica- 
tions, transport, electrici- 
ty and joint ventures by the 
private sectors of the two 



His Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Canadian Minister of Internationa] Trade Roy MacLaren 
(Petra photo) 


countries .The prime minis- 
ter pointed out that Jordan 
has created a very attrac- 
tive investment climate, 
offering investors many 
incentives, facilities and tax 
exemptions under a recent- 
ly endorsed economic leg- 
islative package. 

The two sides also 
reviewed the recent devel- 
opments in tbe region and 
the progress of the peace- 


process on the various 
tracks , especially the Jor- 
danian-Israeli track. 

Mr. MacLaren, who 
wound up his visit to Jordan 
later Saturday evening, 
earlier in tbe day met Min- 
ister of Post and Communi- 
cations J amal Saraireh and 
was briefed on Jordan’s 
current efforts to develop 
its telecommunications sys- 
tem as well as plans for 


transforming the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
into a private sector com- 
pany. 

Mr MacLaren reviewed 
tbe Canadian government's 
efforts for supporting Jor- 
dan's economic and devel- 
opment plans and lauded 
the existing strong relations 
between the two countries. 

The Canadian minister 
later visited the Amman 


Financial Market (AFM) 
and met its director general 
Umayyah Touqan for a 
review of the market's 
development. 

Market sources said that 
the Canadian government is 
currently studying the 
prospect of providing the 
Amman Financial Market 
with technical assistance to 
help it better handle trans- 
actions. 




Illiteracy 

rate 


reduced 


An Unidentified student sits for. tbe tawjihi examinations which ended Saturday (Photo by Yousef 
’Allan) 


96,888 students finish 1st session of 
tawjihi exams; results expected Jan. 17 


AMMAN (J.T.)— The 10- 
day tawjihi examination 
session ended Saturday 
without any complications 
or problems in the 1288 
examination halls across 
the Kingdom, said Ahmad 
Abu Tabanjeh, director of 
Examinations Department 
at the Ministry of Educa- 
tion. 

Speaking ai the end of the 
last examination, Mr. Abu 
Tabanjeh said that the min- 
istry did not receive any 
complaints about the exam- 
ination process in the vari- 


ous governorates or about 
tbe nature of questions . 

Saying that the ministry 
had “created the best envi- 
ronment" for the 96,888 
ruble and female students 
who took tbe examinations, 
Mr. Abo Tabanjeh said that 
the ministry is open to any 
complaint and would deal 
with it promptly. 

He said that 37 handi- 
capped and sick students 
and students serving terms 
in juvenile delinquency 
centres took the examina- 
tions at the same time with 


the rest of the students 
under special arrange- 
ments. 

He said that through a 
central operations room at 
the ministry, the Examina- 
tion Department was able 
to ensure a smooth ex ami - 


□anon process . 

All the remarks made by 
students at the examination 
halls, said Mr. Abu Taban- 
jeh, are being taken into 
consideration by the min- 
istry’s 7,500 teachers 
assigned to grade the exam- 


inations. 


He said these teachers are 
now conducting their work 
at six centres in Amman, 
Zarqa, Irbid , Balqa. Karak 
and Maan governorates . 

A ministry source was 
quoted by Al Ra’i Arabic 
daily Saturday as saying 
that the results could appear 
by Jan. 17 , ahead of the re 
opening of the schools 
doors on Jan. 20 for the 
second school term. 

The tawjihi students are 
due to take the second ses- 
sion of the examinations in 
May. 


Germany pledges JD 3 million to the Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Ger- 
many has pledged nearly 
JD 3 million in expertise 
and equipment to Jordan in 
accordance with a financial 
agreement and a memoran- 
dum signed in Amman Sat- 
urday. 

According to German 
embassy Counsellor 
Michael Bock, who signed 
the pledge documents along 
with Minister of Planning 
Rima Khalaf, JD 1.5 mil- 
lion of the total pledged 
will be provided by the 
German Development 
Bank under the financial 
agreement. 

The grant, which will be 
placed in the Studies and 
Experts Fund, will be used 
to pay for the services of 


experts from Germany and 
Jordan who are overseeing 
the implementation of Ger- 
man-fiinded projects in the 
Kingdom, mainly water 
projects, and to cover the 
cost of feasibility studies 
on new projects to be 
agreed on by the German 
and the Jordanian govern- 
ments. 

According to the official, 
Jordan and tbe German 
Development Bank will 
later sign an agreement to 
secure the funds for this 


enterprise . 



Mr. Bock said the memo- 
randum on a ID 1.5 million 
gram covers statistical and 
other studies in the agricul- 
tural sector. The grant will 


Planning Minister Rima Khalaf and German 
embassy Counsellor Michael Bock Saturday sign a 
financial agreement (Petra photo) 


also fund the purchase of of Jordanian cadres in the 
equipment and the training kingdom and abroad . 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
last’.. year succeeded in 
reducing-. to 13. per. cent 
■from 14 per cent the rate of 
• iUiteratjy;among ^’Jordani- 
ans aged 15 years and 
above, according to 
Khaled Nabtiti, bead of the 
Ministry of Education's 
General Education Depart- 
ment Saturday. 

Dr. Nabtiti said efforts 
will continue to reduce the 
rate to eight per cent by the 
end of this century. 

In a statement issued 
two days before the King- 
dom’s observance of the 
World Literacy Day on 
Monday, Dr. Nabtiti said 
that the fight against illit- 
eracy among adults contin- 
ues through a special min- 
istry programme. 

Last year, Jordan had 576 
such centres, and in the 
current 1995-1996 scholas- 
tic year, there are 573 cen- 
tres attended by nearly 10, 
000 adult students, who 
receive their basic educa- 
tion free of charge in addi- 
tion to textbooks and sta- 
tionery , Dr. Nabtiti said . 

These centres have 
offered basic education to 
100.000 citizens in the past 
10 years, according to Dr 
Nabtiti, who added that the 
ministry opens a literacy 
centre for every 10 illiter- 
ate citizens . 

He said that since from 
1952 to 1964, education 
was compulsory until the 
sixth grade. In 1964, it 
became mandatory till 
grade nine and since 1987 
it became compulsory till 
the 10th grade in imple- 
mentation of the 1987 
national education confer- 


ence . 

Saying that the fight 
against illiteracy, is a 
national duty and a contri- 
bution to raising the social 
and economic living condi- 
tions of Jordanians, Dr. 
Nabtiti said that the min , 
istry has been cooperating 
closely with various non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions to reduce the illitera- 
cy rate. 

“The Ministry of Educa- 
tion has been also focusing 
on preventing school drop- 
.outs as best as it could and 
encouraging those who 
missed secondary educa- 
tion to study privately or 
with the help of any of the 
60 evening classes set up 
by the ministry for this pur- 
pose,” said Dr. Nabtiti. 
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Police question 2 for blast, 
Sikhs claim responsibility 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Police Friday began ques- 
tioning two arrested 
Kas hmiri militants in con- 
nection with the deadliest 
bombing in the Indian capi- 
tal in two years which killed 
seven people and injured 35 
others. 

A city court Friday gave 
police detectives six days to 
question suspects Farooq 
Ahmad Handoo, 30, and 
RJyoz Ahmad Bhatt, 23, in 
connection with the blast in 
Delhi's busiest commercial 
Sadar Bazaar district 
Wednesday. 

The two were arrested the 
same day by special branch 
detectives from Red Fort 
area, a kilometre from the 
blast site in old Delhi, a 
senior police official told 
AFP. 


He said Mr. Handoo pre- 
viously belonged to the 
Ikhwan Ul-Muslemeen 
(Islamic Brotherhood) sepa- 
ratist group and later joined 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
Islamic Front (JKIF), which 
claimed responsibility for 
Wednesday’s blast 

Mr. Bhatt was an “advi- 
sor” of the Al-Umer 
Kashmiri guerrilla force 
before he reportedly teamed 
up with the little-known 
JKIF, officials said, adding 
that both the suspects came 
to New Delhi with weapons 
on Dec. 21. 

A security minister, mean- 
while, said here Friday that 
a Sikh separatist organisa- 
tion from the northern state 
of Punjab bas also claimed 
responsibility for the Sadar 
Bazaar bombing. 


Minister of State for 
Home Syed Sibtey Rizvi 
said the identity of the Sikh 
group was being “withheld" 
because of the ongoing 
investigations into the 
deadly attack. 

“Detectives are investigat- 
ing all angles" Mr. Rizvi 
said of the claim by the Sikh 
separatist group. 

The minister said the two 
arrested suspects have iden- 
tified themselves as “offi- 
cers" of the JKIF. while the 
police said it was question- 
ing some 140 others in con- 
nection with the box-bomb 
explosion. 

A male voice describing 
hims elf as a spokesman for 
the JKJF called news agen- 
cies Wednesday and 
claimed that the group had 
carried out the bombing to 


avenge Indian “atrocities" 
in Kashmir. 

Police say the bomb, 
placed in a metal box and 
left near a scooter in Sadar 
Bazaar, exploded at a 
crowded street across from 
a stand for horse-drawn 
carts. 

It blew out windows and 
toppled buildings, wrecked 
cars, scooters and bicycles 
and started a fire that razed 
half-a-dozen stores. Six 
people died instantly and 
one of the 35 people injured 
died of his wounds 
Thursday. 

The blast was the dead- 
liest bombing in New Delhi 
since a car bomb blew up 
□ear the office of the ruling 
Congress (I) Party's youth 
wing in September 1993, 
killing 10 people. 


Clinton attorney hands over telephone 
records to Senate investigators 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
An attorney for President 
Bill Clinton Friday turned 
over copies of missing tele- 
phone records Republican 
Senate investigators sought 
for years to determine what 
links Hillary Clinton bad to 
a failed bank. 

“These records, which 
were discovered late yester- 
day, confirm what we have 
said all along about the 
nature and amount of work 
done by the Rose law firm 
and Mrs. Clinton for 
Madison." said presidential 
Attorney David Kendall in a 
statement. 

“With the public release 
of these records, yet another 
set of baseless allegations 
about Whitewater can now 
be laid to rest," he added. 

Hillary Clinton worked 
for the Rose law firm in her 
home state of Arkansas 
before her husband became 
president 


The telephone billing 
records from the firm sup- 
posedly will detail the 
degree of involvement Mrs. 
Clinton had with the 
Madison guaranty savings 
and loan institution. 

Madison, which went 
bankrupt and had to be 
bailed out with federal 
funds, is a key pan of the 
Whitewater affair which has 
plagued the Clintons since 
he came to power. 

The Whitewater affair is a 
broad inquiry into the 
Clintons' past business 
dealings, his campaign for 
Arkansas governor and 
whether White House offi- 
cials improperly intervened 
in the probe after he became 
president. 

The president said in past 
interviews that there was 
“not a shred of evidence" to 
show he and his wife had 
done anything wrong. 

“What I think about this is 


that a lot of this is politics," 
he added. 

Mr. Kendall said docu- 
ments were only discovered 
Thursday by a presidential 
aide while she was cata- 
loguing White House mate- 
rials. 

He said the records have 
been handed over to the 
independent council investi- 
gating Whitewater, 

Congress and the govern- 
ment agency involved in 
resolving the cases of bank- 
rupt financial institutions. 

“The first lady was not 
aware until today that these 
records were located at the 
. White House,” Mr. Kendall 
said in his statement. 

Republican Senator 
Alfonse d’ Amato, bead of 
the Senate committee prob- 
ing Whitewater, said a quick 
look at the documents 
sparked more questions 
about the depth of Mrs. 
Clinton's involvement and 


showed that Rose and 
Madison had more contact 
than previously revealed. 

In a separate develop- 
ment congressional investi- 
gators issued subpoenas for 
two Clinton associates 
linked to a White House 
travel office scandal. 

Former White House 
administrator David 
Watkins and Hollywood 
producer Harry Thomason 
were subpoenaed to testify 
next Thursday before a 
committee in the House of 
Representatives. 

Both men knew President 
Clinton- in Arkansas and 
played roles in the 1993 dis- 
missal of seven veteran 
employees of the White 
House travel office. 

The Republican head of 
the house committee said he 
issued the subpoenas to find 
out how large Mrs. 
Clinton’s role was in the fir- 
ings. 


Kwangju investigation closes 
in on military officers 


SEOUL (AFP) — South 
Korean prosecutors con- 
firmed Saturday that they 
had questioned 10 active- 
duty military officers 
including a brigadier gener- 
al as part of the ongoing 
investigation of the 1980 
massacre in Kwangju. 

The prosecution has inter- 
rogated the 10 servicemen 
over the past few weeks, 
including Brigadier General 
Kwon Sung-Man. a former 
battalion commander of the 
villified special forces, dur- 
ing the Kwangju bloodshed, 
prosecutors said. 

At least 200 people were 
killed and more than 1,000 
others injured when martial 
law troops loyal to Lhen 
General Chun Doo-Hwan 
brutally cracked down on 
pro-democracy protestors in 
the southwestern city. 

Gen. Chun, who bas been 
in jail since Dec. 3 on 


charges of masterminding a 
1979 military coup, became 
president in 1980 after 
strengthening his grip on 
power through the crack- 
down. He has not yet been 
charged with the massacre. 

Senior prosecutor Lee 
Jong-Chan stressed that the 
active-duty officers had not 
been questioned as suspect- 
ed criminals but “inter- 
viewed as witnesses." 

"We may summon other 
generals on active duty who 
are involved in the Kwangju 
incident." Mr. Lee said. 

Newspapers in Seoul 
interpreted the Lee's state- 
ment as an indication that 
the investigation was clos- 
ing in on one of the coun- 
try’s top military officials, 
Chairman of the joint chiefs 
of staff Kim Dong-Jin. 

Mr. Kim commanded a 
regiment of the 20th divi- 
sion which played a key 


role in quelling the 
Kwangju uprising. 

The investigation started 
after incumbent President 
Kim Young-Sam. who had 
been ducking the Kwangju 
issue because of his alliance 
with the country's military 
rulers, ordered in November 
that Gen. Chun and others 
involved in the massacre be 
punished. 

The policy turnaround 
was prompted by a slush 
fund scandal involving Gen. 
Chun's successor and 1979 
coup colleague Roh Tae- 
Woo. which landed Mr. Roh 
in jail on Nov. 16. 

Gen. Chun faces corrup- 
tion charges as well in con- 
nection with his own slush 
fund, while Mr. Roh is com- 
ing up against charges of 
helping Gen. Chun stage the 
coup, prosecutors said. 


‘U.S. crime is a ticking bomb’ 


WASHINGTON (R) — Violent crime in the 
United States is a ticking bomb ready to 
explode, a commission of crime experts 
reported Friday. 

The Council on Crime in America, con- 
tradicting official figures that crime levels 
are declining, said in its first report that they 
"remain at historic highs.” 

“America is a ticking violent crime bomb, 
and there is little time remaining to prepare 
for the blast." said the report, which noted 
the rise in youthful violence. 

The bipartisan council is headed by for- 
mer Democratic U.S. Attorney General 
Griffin Bell and former Republican nation- 
al drug czar William Bennett. 

At a news conference releasing the docu- 
ment, Mr. Bennett and eight other crime- 
fighters, including the state" attorneys gener- 
al of Florida and Colorado and the 
Philadelphia prosecutor, painted a grim pic- 
ture of U.S. mayhem. 

They said official FBI statistics on crime, 
those crimes reported to police, were only 
the tips of the iceberg. 

The report said the crime rate — based on 
surveys of victims and not just crimes 
reported to the police — show violent crime 
— including murder, rape, assault and bur- 
glary — was 5.6 times higher than those 
reported. 

Based on victims' reports, there were 
nearly 11 million violent crimes in 1993 


compared to the roughly two million offi- 
cially reported. 

Official crime rates have been dropping in 
the 1990s but the decrease has been con- 
centrated in big crime-prone cities like New 
York and Houston, the report said. 

The experts estimated that the risk of 
being a victim of violent crime in the 
United States is greater than being injured 
in a car accident — 515 per 1,000 adults a 
year compared to 22 per 1000. 

The council, financed by private founda- 
tions to hammer home the extent of crime 
in the United States, warned that those com- 
mitting crimes are getting younger. 
Philadelphia prosecutor Lynne Abraham 
told of one 13-year-old boy suspected of 
two or three killings. 

The fastest growing type of murder in the 
United States is by youth gangs, the report 
said 

The experts disputed a perception that 
blacks committed the majority of violent 
crimes against whites, saying most violence 
did not cross the race barrier. 

The report said the commonly-held view 
that most murders were committed against 
people who know each other was no longer 
so, saying most murders were now among 
strangers. 


Labour 
dispute 
hardens in 
Marseille 

MARSEILLE, France 
(AFP) — A month-long 
transport strike kept most 
buses and tramways of the 
streets of Marseille Friday, 
as talks remained blocked 
over financing plan, and 
strikers reacted violently to 
police intervention. 

One non-striking bus-dri- 
ver had to be hospitalised 
after strikers manhandled 
him and threw a tear gas 
canister. 

Meanwhile the under- 
ground railway network in 
the city, the main port on 
France’s Mediterranean 
coast, was being run by 
□on-strikers, under heavy 
police supervision. 

The transport conflict 
started in early November 
as pan of a nationwide 
wave of public-sector 
strikes against government 
plans to reform the health, 
retirement pension and 
railway systems. 

However the Marseille 
conflict has continued, 
mainly over pay and work- 
ing conditions, since the 
nationwide strikes tailed 
off in late December. 

Officials of the city trans- 
port company, RTM, said 
80 per cent of bus drivers 
stayed off the job Friday, as 
against 70 per cent 
Thursday. Only 10 percent 
of buses and trams were 
running. 

Workers were angered by 
attempts by the 
Conservative mayor, Jean- 
Claude Gaudin, who is also 
a government minister, to 
use police to get the trans- 
port network moving 
again. Police were sent in 
to expeil workers from sev- 
eral bus depots. 

Officials said angry strik- 
ers damaged several buses 
and attacked some of the 
drivers who broke the 
strike. 


Supporters or Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front chant slogans against aggres- 
sion by Indian forces in India -he Id Kashmir in Karachi (AFP photo) 


Two EU officials arrested, 
jailed on corruption charges 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Two 
European llnion officials, a 
Greek and a Frenchman, 
were arrested and placed in 
preventive detention Friday 
in Brussels on corruption 
charges, the Brussels prose- 
cutor's office announced. 

It is the first time in the 
history of the European 
Commission that any of its 
officials have been charged 
with a crime. 

The announcement said 
the two officials are the for- 
mer head of the commis- 
sion's tourism unit, George 
Tzoanos of Greece, and one 
of his close assistants. 
Frenchman Pascal Cha- 
tillon. 

Mr. Tzoanos’ wife was 
also arrested and jailed, the 
prosecutor’s office said, and 
the council chamber bas 
five days to confirm or 
overturn the arrests war- 
rants. 

The three warrants were 
issued after a long investi- 
gation made at the request 


of Brussels examining mag- 
istrate Bruno Bulthe, who 
had been informed by a 
member of the European 
Parliament about irregulari- 
ties allegedly committed by 
the two EU officials in con- 
nection with their duties 
between 1989 and 1994. 

The two men have been 
accused of having received 
illicit commissions, some of 
them ranging from 10 to 15 
per cent, for awarding 
study contracts, assign- 
ments and subsidies to enti- 
ties or companies operating 
in the tourism sector. 

The European Commis- 
sion made an internal inves- 
tigation of the two men, 
which wound up with lifting 
their immunity as EU offi- 
cials in March last year. 

Friday, the Central Office 
for Combatting Organised 
Economic and Financial 
Crime said the EU budget 
bad suffered prejudice 
amounting to hundreds of 
thousands of ecus because 


of the actions in question. 
The EU’s tourism unit has 
an annual budget of 7 mil- 
lion ecus ($9.1 million). 

It said “that amount might 
be increased by several coil- 
lion ecus improperly paid 
on the basis of fictitious 
studies or projects for pur- 
poses of obtaining 
European Union subsidies 
in the tourism sector". 

Rogatory commissions 
have been issued for inves- 
tigations in Belgium, 
France and Greece. The 
centra] office for repression 
of major financial crime in 
France said that two busi- 
nessmen bad been arrested 
who had admitted involve- 
ment in swindling and cor- 
ruption in connection with 
the two officials. 

The case marks the first 
time EU officials have been 
charged in a member state 
with corruption while carry- 
ing out their duties. The 
European Commission is 
headquartered in Brussels. 


‘Khun Sa to remain in Burma’ 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Reputed drug warlord Khun 
Sa bas said be will remain 
in Burma’s Shan state in the 
face of U.S. efforts to 
obtain his extradition to 
face drug charges, the 
Bangkok Post reported 
Saturday. 

The paper quoted Khun 
Sa as saying from his Ho 
Mong headquarters across 
the border from Thailand: 
“If I leave, many people 
will leave with me and I 
don’t want to see that." 

“If anything should hap- 
pen' to me, let it happen in 
Shan state," he added. 

The United States this 
week offered up to $2 mil- 
lion for information leading 
to the capture and convic- 


tion of Khun Sa, who was 
indicted in a U.S. court in 
1989 on drugs charges. 

The offer came amid 
news that Rangoon junta 
troops had moved into 
Khun Sa’s headquarters in 
the Shan state after reach- 
ing an agreement with 
Khun Sa's Mong Tai Army 
(MTA). 

In another report, 
Bangkok dailies - quoted 
Burmese Ambassador Tin 
Winn as suggesting that 
eradication of opium pro- 
duction, while remaining a 
priority, would take some 
time. 

“The so-called drug king- 
pin has been removed, but 
the demand for the drug and 
the cultivation of opium 


still remains," he said in 
remarks printed in the 
nation. 

“It cannot happen within 
one day or one month since 
people have relied on 
poppy plantations for more 
than 150 years. We have to 
win their hearts and educate 
them,” be told the Post. 

The ambassador was 
meanwhile quoted as say- 
ing that Thailand and 
Burma should be able to 
settle any boundary demar- 
cation with the end of mili- 
tary action against Khun Sa. 

Areas in dispute include a 
30 square kilometre section 
at Doi Lang, which 
Thailand claims as part of 
its Mae Ai district of 
Chiang Mai Province. 


Costa Rica reports first 
contact from kidnappers 


SAN JOSE i AFP) — The 
Costa Rican government 
Friday said the kidnappers 
of two European women 
had made a first contact 
seeking negotiations for 
their release. 

The government conclud- 
ed that a telephone call late 
Thursday to a Roman 
Catholic priest, Eduardo 
Bolanos, by a man who 
identified himself as a 
member of the Viviana 
Gallardo commando 
“deserves credibility," 
Information Minister 
Alejandro Soto said at a 
news conference. 

"Now begins a very diffi- 
cult situation, the begin- 
ning of negotiation” once 
the terms of dialogue are 
set, he said, reading a gov- 
ernment statement. 

“Once again, (the govern- 
ment) asks them immedi- 
ately begin negotiations 
through the mediation of 
Father Eduardo Bolanos to 
reach a happy ending lo 
this difficult situation," he 
said. 

Mr. Soto stressed that the 
government’s “main inter- 
est is to obtain the safe and 
sound freedom" of the 
hostages. 

German tourist Nicola 
Fleuchaus, 24, and Swiss 
national Regula Sigfrid, 50, 
a tourist guide who lives in 
Costa Rica, were abducted 


from a resort hotel late 
Monday by a heavily 
armed group. 

No trace of them has been 
found despite an intensive 
air and ground search by 
Costa Rican authorities, 
aided by the Nicaraguan 
army. 

A handwritten note found 
at the hotel after the abduc- 
tion said i he kidnappers 
wanted Mr. Bolanos, who 
lives near tbe la Lagarto 
Laguna lodge 1 in northern 
Costa Rica, and an 
International Red Cross 
official to mediate negotia- 
tions. 

In a televised interview 
earlier Friday. Mr. Bolanos 
said he had received a brief 
phone call from a man who 
said the kidnappers were 
ready to negotiate and 
repeated ransom demands 
that had been reported by 
the media. The caller “said 
nothing” about the condi- 
tion of the hostages, the 
priest added. 

“He told me to give the 
message to the government 
and I did," he said, adding 
that the man promised to 
call back within 12 hours 
with the name of the cho- 
sen Red Cross official. 

The group has threatened 
to kill the women if it is 
pursued by authorities. 

In the note found at the 
hotel claiming responsibili- 


ty, the kidnappers demand- 
ed $1 million, the prison 
release of the Gallardo 
commando blamed for a 
1993 kidnapping, and 
social benefits, including 
an 18 per cent pay hike for 
government workers. 

The letter identifies tbe 
kidnappers as the Viviana 
Gallardo Commando, 
named after an alleged ter- 
rorist killed in jail in 1981. 

A second note, apparently 
sent by the kidnappers to 
reporters late Thursday, 
further pressured the gov- 
ernment to meet their 
demands. “We really do not 
wish to kill in cold blood," 
it said. 

“This is a personal prob- 
lem with the govern- 
ment. "the note threatens 
terrorist attacks if the kid- 
nappers’ demands are 
unmet and warned the gov- 
ernment that any search for 
them risks 

The safety of an 
American family living in 
Costa Rica. The U.S. 
embassy in San Jose 
warned Americans in the 
country to take “all normal 
precautions." 

Meanwhile, the editor of 
the German weekly Costa 
Rica Aktuel said the par- 
ents of Fleuchaus were 
willing to pay the $1 mil- 
lion ransom. 


Teenager charged 
for killing school 
superintendent 

LONDON (AFP) — A 15- 
year-old was charged in the 
murder of a London school 
headmaster whose killing 
sparked widespread out- 
rage in Britain, police here 
said Friday. The teenager, 
who was not identified, 
allegedly stabbed to death 
last month Philip Law- 
rence, 48, as he tried to 
protect a student being 
attacked in front of the 
Catholic school by a gang 
armed with baseball bats 
and a knife. The suspect, 
from Camden, north of 
London, is also charged 
with hitting and injuring 
the student He was arrest- 
ed Thursday and was 
ordered held in jail after 
appearing before a magis- 
trate Friday. He is to 
appear in juvenile court 
□ext Tuesday. 

Arsonist boiled to 
death 

MANILA (AFP) — An 
arsonist was accidentally 
boiled to death when be hid 
in a drum of water to pro- 
tect hims elf from a fire he 
started, a Philippine news- 
paper reported here 
Saturday. The Philippine 
Star said the arsonist 
Renato Salazar, a trucking 
firm employee, entered his 
company's kitchen Friday 
and reportedly opened two 
gas tanks. He then hid 
inside the water-filled 
drum before tossing a light- 
ed matc h at tbe tanks. The 
blaze destroyed the two- 
storey building. Firefight- 
ers found Salazar’s body in 
the drum where he appar- 
ently sought refuge from 
the blaze. The newspaper 
said Salazar bad been 
refused a pay -hike and was 
angry at Ins employer 

Nine-year-old wins 
lawsuit against 
neighbour 

BEIJING (AFP) — A nine- 
year-old girl in the eastern 
Chinese city of Hangzhou 
has won a lawsuit against a 
neighbour who she. said 
damaged her reputation, 
the official Xinhua news 
agency reported Friday. 
Mao Xingyi, a third-grade 
student in a Hangzhou pri- 
mary school said her neigh- * 
bour, a M -year-old cadre 
who was not named, 
stopped ber at the school 
gate on June 21, 1994, 
grabbed her umbrella, and 
called her a thief, saying 
she had stolen a wallet in 
public. Mao said she fell ill 
the next day and was afraid 
to go to school. As a result 
of that, her school perfor- 
mance declined, her lawyer 
argued. Mao's lawyer filed 
an appeal with the court, 
asking that tbe neighbour 
apologise and pay her 
10,000 yuan in compensa- 
tion for her psychological 
suffering, the agency 
reported. An investigation 
showed the two live in the 
same building, and that 
their two families bad pre- 
viously quarrelled because 
one of them had built a bal- 
cony. 

Retired vicar 
arrested for .. 
Internet porn r 

EASTBOURNE, England 
(AFP) — A retired vicar 
was arrested when police 
investigating a child por- 
nography ring on tbe 
Internet, swooped on his 
seaside home in this south- 
ern English town, police 
said. The 68-year-old cler- 
gyman was among three 
people detained when 
detectives raided their 
homes here Thursday and 
seized more than 150 pic- 
tures of children along with 
computer equipment. A 
police spokesman said they 
believed the men were part 
of a much larger Internet 
pom operation and there 
were many more inquiries 
to be made. “One of the 
men arrested was a retired 
clergyman, another is a dis- 
abled 44-year-old and the 
third is aged 50 years. The 
disabled man appeared to 
be the brains behind tbe 
computer system,” said the 
spokesman. The men were 
later released on police 
bail. 




World News 



Security 
Council 
fails to 
endorse 
call for 
troops in 
Burundi 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The UN. Security 
Council Friday condemned 
die killin gs in Burundi but 
failed to endorse a call 
from UN.. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali for 
standby troops to avert an 
ethnic bloodbath. 

In a non-binding state- 
ment, the Security Council 
also urged that travel 
restrictions be imposed 
against extremists from 
among both the Hutu and 
Tutsi communities held 
responsible for inter-ethnic 
killings in the central 
African country. 

The council said it shared 
Mr. Ghali’s “deep concern 
at the situation in Burundi 
which has been charac- 
terised by daily killings, 
massacres, torture and arbi- 
trary detention. 

“It condemns in the 
strongest terms those per- 
sons responsible for such 
actions, which must cease 
immediately. It encourages 
again all states to take the 
measures deemed neces- 
sary to- prevent such per- 
sons from travelling abroad 
and receiving any kind of 
support" 

The U.N. statement was 
issued after Burundian 
Foreign Minister Venerand 
Bakevyumusaya rejected 
Mr. Ghali’s call for troops 
to be based in Zaire which 
could rapidly intervene in 
Burundi. 

The Organisation of 
African Unity has also 
failed to voice support for. 
Mr. GhalFs proposal, first 
put forward in August 
1994, noting in a statement 
Friday that the ball was in 
the Security Council’s 
court. 

Mr. Ghali last week again 
floated the idea of standby 
troops, and of guards to 
protect humanitarian work- 
ers inside Burundi. 

The Security Council 
said it “notes” Mr. Ghali's 
proposals which would be 
discussed next week. 

Western diplomats said 
that (he idea of standby 
troops appeared a non- 
starter, but that the human- 
itarian guards proposal 
would be examined in 
more detail next week. 

U.S. mission spokesman 
James Rubin said that 
Washington was “generally 
favourable” to the idea of 
guarding relief workers. 

But deploying a large 
international force in Zaire 
“raises a lot of questions 
which do not have satisfac- 
tory answers at this time.” 
The Security Council has 
been cool to the idea of 
sending troops because of 
the complex nature of the 
problem and the difficulty 
in assembling an interna- 
tional force amid reserva- 
tions in the region. 

There are also fears that 
troops on the border with 
Burundi might actually 
provoke further tensions 
inside the country. 

The secretary- general 
warned last week that the 
international community 
must act now to prevent 
“ethnic violence on a mas- 
sive scale" in Burundi. 
Western diplomats said 
they favour a “two-step 
approach," consisting of 
Friday’s statement under- 
scoring Security Council 
concern about die Burundi 
situation, then further con- 
sultations next week on 
possible concrete action 
once more information 
from Bujumbura was avail- 
able. 

The Security Council is 
notablv waiting to hear 
hack ’from U.N. High 
Commissioner Sadako 
Ogata, who travels lo 
B urundi Sunday, and from 
special representative Marc 
Faguy who has been there 
stnce Saturday. 



This photo, released by the New York-base Human Rights Watch, shows Jiao Xun, a boy born February 1981, 
who was admitted to the Shanghai orphanage on Feb. 24, 1988 and died on July 17, 1992 (AFP photo) 

China slams human rights 
report on orphan deaths 


BELTING (AFP) — China 
rejected Friday an as-yet 
unpublished report alleging 
that thousands of children 
die every year from starva- 
tion and medical neglect in 
state orphanages, and invit- 
ed foreign journalists to tour 
the main facility targeted by 
the document. 

“This report is totally 
groundless and is aimed at 
damaging the international 
image of China,” a foreign 
ministry spokesman said: 

“This is a futile effort,” he 
added. 

The report, compiled by 
the New York-based Human 
Rights Watch/Asia, draws 
heavily on evideoce provid- 
ed by’ Zhang Shuyun, who 
worked as a doctor at one of 
China’s largest orphanages, 
the Shanghai Children’s 
Welfare Institute, from 
1988-93. 

Dr. Zhang fled China in 
March 1995. 

In a highly unusual move, 
the Chinese foreign min- 
istry, in conjunction with 
the Shanghai Civil Affairs 


Bureau. Friday issued an 
invitation to foreign jour- 
nalists in China to visit the 
'Shanghai orphanage Mon- 
day. 

The tour, apparently 
aimed at refuting the char- 
ges listed in toe report, 
which also includes alleged 
photographs of dead and 
emaciated children in toe 
institute, will feature "a 
seminar” given by the rele- 
vant Chinese officials, the 
invitation said. 

The Shanghai Civil 
Affairs Bureau also 
denounced toe report’s alle- 
gations. 

“It is not true. What 
(Zhang ) said did not accord 
with the facts,” a bureau 
spokesman said Friday. “It 
is tme that -some children 
died over toe past year but 
not everything she said was 
factual.” 

The spokesman said toe 
authorities were considering 
how to deal with Dr. Zhang, 
who bad “twisted facts” and 
had “her own reasons” for 
making toe allegations. 


Given that Dr. Zhang is 
now abroad, it was unclear 
what steps toe Chinese 
authorities might take. 

The foreign ministry 
spokesman in Beijing 
stressed that “toe Chinese 
government and social 
organisations have made 
tremendous efforts to pro- 
tect children’s rights and 
have registered achieve- 
ments known to toe world." 

The report describes cases 
of what it alleges to be 
deliberate starvation and 
medical neglect, which 
occurred with the “tacit 
approval” of senior political 
leaders. 

The report says the major- 
ity of children admitted to 
toe Shanghai institute dur- 
ing toe late, 1980s and early 
1990s died within one year 
of admission. 

On a national level, toe 
report said evidence showed 
that a newly admitted 
orphan had less than a one- 
in-two chance of surviving 
toe first year in a welfare 
institution in China. 


Human Rights Watch 
cited medical records show- 
ing that in Dr. Zhang’s full 
year at toe orphanage, most 
deaths were recorded as 
resulting from “congenital 
maldevelopment of the 
brain.” 

“In almost all cases, how- 
ever, this diagnosis was 
made without any apparent 
medical justification, and 
sometimes in toe face of 
clear evidence that a child 
had suffered from no mental 
disability,” the report said. 

By 1992, “third-degree 
malnutrition" became the 
most commonly-recorded 
cause of orphans’ deaths. 

The report said records of 
toe children’s weight and 
general health -at rime of 
admittance “clearly indicat- 
ed that toe process of starva- 
tion usually began only 
after their arrival at the 
orphanage, and was left 
intentionally untreated by 
staff members, who pas- 
sively observed their grad- 
ual deterioration and death.” 


Princess Diana still keeping 
options open on divorce 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Princess of Wales is still 
“examining toe situation” 
following her mother-in- 
law the queen’s call for an 
early divorce from 
estranged husband Prince 
Charles, a Buckingham 
Palace spokesman said 
Friday. 

He said Princess Diana 
had written to toe queen on 
Dec. 21 to formally 
acknowledge receipt of toe 
letter pressing her and toe 
prince to end their 14-year 
marriage. She had received 
toe letter toe previous day. 

Princess Diana’s reply 
was simply intended to 
acknowledge receipt of the 
queen’s letter and did not 
indicate her position on toe 
issue, toe spokesman said. 

Princess Diana’s personal 
solicitor. .Anthony Julius, 
met with the princess earlier 
Friday and indicated before- 
hand that she was not yet 
ready to agree in principle 
to end her 14-year marriage 
to Prince Charles, from 
whom she has been legally 
separated since December 
1992. 

In a brief but unusual pub- 
lic statement, Mr. Julius 



Anthony Julius 

said he was intervening to 
quash press reports that 
Diana had alreadv decided 


during her break on toe 
Caribbean island of 
Barbuda to agree to an early 


divorce. 

“A number of options” 
were open to her,” be said, 
but he declined to confirm 
that one of them was, as one 
newspaper reported, to sit 
back and force toe prince to 
petition for a divorce. 

At toe same time, 
Buckingham Palace said 
that after Queen Elizabeth II 
and Prince Charles had 
made clear — in a pre- 
Christmas exchange of let- 
ters — their wish to see an 
early divorce, the ball was 
now in Princess Diana’s 
court. 

“It is not true that toe 
princess has agreed ro a 
divorce,” Mr. Julius said 
late Thursday. “There is no 
decision on that yet. No 
decision will be made 
tomorrow and there will be 
no announcement tomor- 
row.” 

The lawyer said his meet- 
ing with Princess Diana 
Friday would be “one of a 
series... to discuss toe 
options that are open to the 
princess. There are a num- 
ber of options, but J am not 
prepared to talk about them 
at this stage.” 


Pathology samples from Colombian crash pilot sent to U.S. 


BOGOTA (AFP) — 
Pathology samples from 
remains of toe captain of the 
American Airlines jet that 
crashed last month near 
Cali, killing 1(54, were sent 
to toe United Stales Friday 
amid conflicting reports 
they contained alcohol. 

Four passengers survived 
toe Dec. 20 crash of toe 
Boeing 757 which slammed 
imo an Andean mountain- 
side just before it was to 


land in Cali. But the precise 
cause of the crash has not 
been finally determined and 
conflicting reports were 
swirling about toe possibili- 
ty alcohol might have 
played a role. 

Civil aviation officials 
said blood and tissue sam- 
ples from toe remains were 
shipped back to toe United 
States so the airline could 
confirm results of the tests 
carried out in Colombia. 


They did not disclose toe 
results. 

Colombia’s Director of 
legal medicine Jose 
Gregorio Mesa said a foren- 
sic expert from his institute 
travelled with toe remains 
to the United States Friday. 

Mr. Mesa underscored 
that repons from toe United 
States that toe Colombian 
testing had turned up alco- 
hol in the remains of 57- 
vear-old Nicholas Tafuri 


were not official ones. 

An American Airlines 
statement received by toe 
U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) said 
Colombian forensic tests 
had turned up alcohol in 
Tafuri ’s remains but Mr. 
Mesa said it was premature 
to be stating unambiguously 
’ that Tafuri may have ingest- 
ed alcohol before or while 
flying. 
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Russian army attacks 
Chechen fighters 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
troops attacked Chechen 
fighters in the southern hills 
of toe breakaway republic, 
killing up to 30 of them, 
Russian news agencies said 
on Saturday. 

Quoting military spokes- 
men in the Chechen capital 
Grozny, Interfax news 
agency said three soldiers 
were killed and six wound- 
ed in Friday’s operation 
□ear the mountain town of 
Sbatoi. 

“A military operation was 
carried out to clean up toe 
area close to the town of 
Shatoi, where units and 
squads of the Russian 
defence ministry are 
deployed In the course of 


toe operation up to 30 fight- 
ers were wiped out,” the 
agency said 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the casualty 
figure. 

Separatist forces loyal to 
Dzhokhar Dudayev have 
maintained a strong pres- 
ence in the mountainous 
south of the republic since 
being forced out of Grozny 
by an army offensive early 
this year. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
said another five separatists 
were killed near Achkhoi- 
Martan, to toe west of 
Grozny, after they attacked 
a squad of Russian interior 
ministry troops. 

Interfax said up to 40 


rebels had attacked the unit 
with mortars and grenades 
under cover of fog. No sol- 
diers died. 

Two separatist fighters 
were killed when troops 
destroyed an observation 
post at Bamut, southwest of 
Grozny, it said 

Fighting in Chech enya 
has intensified in toe past 
month to levels not seen 
since a shaky ceasefire was 
agreed in June. 

Rebels held the town .of 
Gudennes, the region's sec- 
ond biggest settlement, for 
10 days in December in an 
effort to disrupt Moscow- 
run elections. 


Minister Takemura not 
to join new cabinet 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan’s 
Finance Minister 

Masayoshi Takemura said 
Saturday be would not join 
a new cabinet after Prime 
Minister Tomiichi Muraya- 
ma’s resignation. 

He told reporters he 
would instead concentrate 
one. is sues of his own party, 
the new party Sakigake. 

“I have become negligent 
in party affairs during my 
term as a minister” said Mr. 
Takemura who heads the 
small centrist group in toe 
ruling coalition. 

Mr. Takemura also ruled 
out early general elections. 


Elections for toe house of 
representatives do not need 
to be held until July 1997, 
but there has been specula- 
tion in the Japanese media 
that the lower house may be 
dissolved earlier for a snap 
election. 

Earlier Mr. Takemura 
reportedly stressed his sup- 
port for the current tripartite 
alliance with toe Liberal 
Democratic Party, the 
biggest and conservative 
group in the ruling camp, 
and Mr. Mnrayama's Social 
Democratic Party. 

But he told a New Year's 
party in western Japan that 


“the three parties strongly 
doubt a political party 
closely linked to a certain 
religious group should be 
eligible for administrative 
power referring to toe New 
Frontier Party (Shinshinto), 
the main opposition party. 

Mr. Murayama will for- 
mally resign Thursday 
when a three-day extraordi- 
nary session of parliament 
is convened. LDP leader 
and Trade Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto is widely 
expected to become the new 
premier. 


Election year make or break 
for Australia’s premier. 


CANBERRA (R) — After 
more than half a lifetime in ' 
politics, Australian Prime 
Minister Paul Keating is 
fighting for political stir-' 
vival in 1996 as he seeks to 
lead his Labour Party to an 
historic sixth straight elec- 
tion win. 

Mn Keating’s govern- 
ment, expected to announce 
a March national election 
within toe next seven 
weeks, has heavily trailed 
toe conservative opposition 
in opinion polls for almost a 
year. 

And there are no signs of 
an imminent change in for- 
tunes, pollsters and political 
analysts said Friday. 

“The government can’t 
win this election, the oppo- 
sition will have to give it to 
them,” veteran election spe- 
cialist Malcolm Mackerras 
tokl Reuters. 

Me Keating, 51, who was 
elected to parliament in 
1969 and became, at 31, 
labour’s youngest national 
minister in 1975, has been 
involved in politics since he 
was a child and is expected 
to quit politics if he loses. 

For opposition leader 
John Howard, this election 
will also be a make-or- 
break battle. 

Mr. Howard led the 
Liberal Party, toe senior 
partner in the opposition 
coalition with toe National 
Party, from 1984 until he 
was dumped in a party- 
room coup in 19S9. He was 
widely criticised within the 
coalition after Mr. 
Keating’s predecessor. Bob 
Hawke, won toe 1987 elec- 
tion with an increased 


majority. 

Mr. Howard. who 
returned as leader a year 
ago. is bolding off announc- 
ing policy details until the 
-campaign, hoping to min- 
imise the targets for toe 
government to score politi- 
cal points. 

Mr. Keating has recently 
overtaken his rival in opin- 
ion polls as toe preferred 
prime minister but electoral 
analysts say this is not 
enough to overcome the 
opposition’s poll lead over 
labour. 

However, Mr. Keating 
fought back during toe last 
election, in 1993, to coun- 
found the opinion polls and 
win what was considered an 
unwinnable election with an 
increased majority. 

Labour, which has pushed 
its economic achievements 
over almost 13 years in 
power, appears set to go to 
the polls with slowing eco- 
nomic growth and low busi- 
ness confidence. 

The government has 
revised down its growth 
forecast for toe year ro June 
30 to 3.25 per cent from an 
original forecast of 3.75 per 
cent. And it raised inflation 
and jobless forecasts. 

Surveys of business 
expectations show business 
projecting falling profits 
and sales and stagnant 
employment in toe march 
quarter, coinciding with toe 
election campaign. 

Keating must hold an 
election by mid-May, giv- 
ing him a deadline of about 
90 days in which to 
announce a May poll, 
allowing for toe minimum 


33 day campaign period. 

The mechanics of 
Australia's electoral 
process and p oli ticians’ tra- 
ditional reluctance to dis^ 
turb voters for- a variety of ' 
reasons, including holidays, 
make March toe most likely 
month, politicians and ana- 
lysts said. 

Australian elections must 
be held on a Saturday. 

February is clogged with 
state polls and their fallout 
April is also considered 
unlikely, either because the 
election would interfere 
with Easter or because a 
late April poll would allow 
parliament to sit again 
before toe election. 

Holiday weekends in 
March and toe release of 
economic growth figures on 
March 20 make March 30 
or March 16 toe favoured 
dates. While no nasty sur- 
prises are expected in toe 
March 20 data, particularly 
after toe government 
revised down its growth 
forecasts, analysts say it 
would still be a risk to 
schedule a vote for March 
23, so close to toe figures. 

“I'd say die 30th of March 
is most likely, and toe one 
two weeks before that 
(March 16) would be num- 
ber two," one Labour par- 
liamentarian told Reuters. 

Holding off until May 
would look like a govern- 
ment convinced of defeat 
holding on to the trappings 
of office till the last possi- 
ble moment and would 
leave Mr. Keating no room 
to manoeuvre, analysts said. 
However, some rate May 4 
an outside chance. 


New turmoil as Italian parties 
fail to agree on government 


ROME (AFP) — Italy’s 
two main political alliances 
Friday said they had totally 
felled to agree on how to 
form toe next government, 
plunging the country into 
yet more uncertainty as it 
begins its six-month tenure 
in the chair of EU institu- 
tions. 

Romano Prodi, leader of a 
centre-left coalition said the 
two sides had disagreed on 
“fundamental issues.” fol- 
lowing a meeting Friday 
with former Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi, head of 
the rightist Freedom 
Alliance. 


He said Mr. Berlusconi 
had reiterated that his 
alliance would push to top- 
ple toe government of 
Prime Minister Laraberto 
Dini. leaving "no reason to 
pursue toe talks.” 

Mr. Prodi said that his 
coalition was not willing to 
back a motion for a new 
government or early elec- 
tions at this time, especially 
as the country Monday took 
on the six-month rotating 
presidency of toe European 
Union. 

Mr, Berlusconi, "for his 
part, called Mr. Prodi’s 
position “absurd” and said 


the deadlock between the 
two coalitions was reason 
enough to call for early 
elections. 

Mr. Prodi said earlier, fol- 
lowing a meeting with 
members of toe federalist 
Northern League, that 
agreement could be reached 
between his centre-left 
alliance and the league. 

The agreement ’would be 
conditional oq reforming 
toe constitution to favour a 
more federal Italy. For toe 
Northern League, such 
reform is crucial for its sup- 
port of any new govern- 
ment. 
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Tigers 9 experience for us 


SUCH CONFERENCES as the United Na- 
tions Conference on Trade and Develop- 
ment, UNCTAD, which starts in Amman on 
Tuesday, have become a sort of fixture over 
the past three decades. They are held at 
regular intervals at different locations across 
the globe. Then they bring together experts 
in different fields who produce voluminous 
documents that take months to compile, edit 
and print in many languages. But, unfortu- 
nately, most of these documents end up on 
shelves in government offices, often to gather 
dust only. 

The UNCTAD conference may indeed be 
very important. But it may not be different 
from those in which hundreds of delegates 
come together, labour for days to come up 
with resolutions, in this case the Amman 
Declaration, and then do nothing after- 
wards. 

Delegates from Iraq are already deman- 
ding that the Amman Declaration address 
the lifting of sanctions against their country. 
They might at the end succeed in the 
inclusion of a paragraph or two that would 
address their grievances, but who is going to 
heed their cry? The Iranians might likewise 
want to include a resolution on the American 
boycott against Iran. But would that change 
things on the ground? 

Jordan, meanwhile, wants to include an 
article that would enhance the country’s 
chances to win foreign investment. Aware 
that most of the foreign investment that 
pours into the Asian region goes to the 
so-called tigers of southeast Asia, Jordan 
wants UNCTAD to resolve that “investment 
should be directed towards all countries... of 
the group,” as Secretary-General of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry Mohammad 
Smadi has noted. Dr. Smadi might have 
indicated in his statement that investments 
should be directed in accordance with re- 
gional or U.N. resolutions. But this cannot be 
the whole fact. The experience of the Asian 
tigers shows the naked truth. Those who 
wished to invest their money in Singapore, 
Thailand, Taiwan, Malaysia, Hong Kong or 
South Korea did so only based on pure 
economic reasons. They were hardly in- 
terested in political systems, religion, demo- 
cracy, peace or even human rights. Their 
main concern was to get maximum returns 
for their investment with minimum risk, 
with one of the main factors to attract 
investors being the availability of cheap but 
skilled labour. 

Our bureaucrats should thus learn from 
the experience of those nations, which barely 
have any natural resources of their own. 
Until and unless the countries of this region 
learn from the successful experiences of 
others we cannot possibly go far in achieving 
our aims. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE UNHOLY alliance between Syria and Iran, which 
has lasted for 15 yean, is bound to come to an end soon in 
view of the imminent peace treaty between Damascus and 
Te! Aviv, said a writer in A1 Ra’l daily. The resumption of 
the Syrian-Israeli peace talks in Washington and Syria's 
support for the United Arab Emirates in its dispute over 
the Gulf islands that were occupied by Iran served as a 
catalyst in accelerating the deterioration in relations 
between Tehran and Damascus, according to Fahd A1 
Fanek. During the first Gulf war, Syria received all its 
needs of oil free from Iran in return for Damascus closing 
the oil pipeline that used to carry the Iraqi oil through Syria 
to the Mediterranean Sea: and at the same time, Damascus 
continued to receive financial aid from the Gulf states 
under the pretext what it has been protecting them from 
Iran, said the writer. But the Syrians, at die same time, 
allowed Lebanon to fall under the rule of the Iranian 
revolutionary guards and Hizbollah's militias who have 
been aUo involved in a conflict with Israel, said the writer. 
Generally speaking, Syria has for the past years sided with 
Tran, a non-Arab country, against Iraq, and Arab national 
interests, said the writer, who predicted that the future of 
Iranijn-Syrian relations is in the balance and pending the 
outcome of the Washington peace negotiations. 


ABDULLAH RADWAN, a writer in A1 Ra'i daily 
discussed the ever rising cost of living in Jordan in general 
and focused on the government’s promise to give its 
employees monthly a JD 10 cost of living allowance. The 
promised JD 10 raise can do nothing to help the limited- 
income employees cope with the prices situation at all, he 


said. Indeed, the JD 10 raise does not make up for the 
recent hike in the prices of basic commodities, like eggs. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


Getting ready for a 


THE JORDAN DINAR (JD) is one of three currencies 
legally circulating m the West Bank and Gaza Strip, along 
with the Israeli shekel (IS) and the American dollar (USS). 
This is obviously not a normal situation, and consequently 
may not last for long. The Palestinian pound (PP) is 
coming, sooner or later. 


This subject was taken seriously by the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the U.S., Japan and the European Union 
(EU). The only party that is not looking seriously to this 
eventuality is the one that is bound to be affected the most 
— Jordan and the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ). 

The conversion of the JDs to FFs means that the external 
indebtedness of Jordan will rise by around $560 million, 
due for payment in a short period of time, if not 
immediately, which should call for some cautious measures 
in order to be ready for that moment. 

Fuad Beseiso, head of the Palestinian Monetary Author- 
ity (PMA), recently told the press that PNA intends to 
.establish its own currency within two years. This is of 
course possible, but it needs the Israeli prior approval, in 


accordance with Article 4 of the Palestinian-Isradi econo- 
mic agreement, signed in Paris in April 1994. 

According to the CBJ officials, their Israeli c ounter parts 
assured them that they will receive an advance information 
of the impending approval at least one year ahead of time. 
This means that the issuance of PP will not happen 
suddenly if at all, and that Jordan will not be taken by 
surprise, but die informally agreed advance warning is too 
short for getting ready to face the big incident. 

The IMF board of directors, who cares about the 
protection of Jordan's successful adjustment experience, 
dis n rsfiftd the matter in mid-1995 and laid some ideas on 
bow to go about it. The Japanese representative hinted to a 
possible injection of a relatively large amount of foreign 
exchange to CBJ. It is not a coincidence that the new 
adjust me nt programme called for the addition of $500 
million to the reserves of CBJ during 1996, which may 
come from Japan, IMF and EXT. 

One can speculate that, as long as Jordan continues to 
push forward in the peace with Israel sponsored by the 
U.S., and countries to carry on with the economic, 
adjustment programme supervised by the IMF, Jordan can 


The U.S. replaces the U.N. 


as the arbiter in an unruly world 


By Richard Reeves 


NEW YORK — The dis- 
patching of 60.000 NATO 
troops to Bosnia under the 
command of the president 
of the United States may 
well be remembered, or * 
cursed, as the triumph or 
the end of the “New World 
Order” hailed by another 
American president when 
he ordered troops to 
Kuwait four years ago. 

This peaceful invasion of v 
the mess that was once 
Yugoslavia is a major event 
in defining the elusive post- 
cold war, single- 
superpower role of the Un- 
ited States: By design or 
accident, the overwhel- 
mingly powerful United 
States is replacing the 
pathetically weak United 
Nations as the court, 
peacekeeper and punisher 
of last resort in a. very unru- 
ly world. 

The deployment of the 
troops, 20,000 of them 
American, of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) in a presiden- 


tial election year obviously 
could be the event that 
makes or breaks President 
Bill Clinton, but tbe impact 
of his orders have implica- 
tions that go well-beyond 
whether this president 
knows what he is doing. 

Two related questions 
should dominate the fore- 
ign policy debate of the 
1996 elections: 

■ Is the United States 
ready, .witting and able to 
assume the role' of guaran- 
tor of peace and decency 
everywhere in the world, 
the worthy role assigned to 
tbe United Nations 50 years 
ago by the victors of World 
War H? 

■ Why is tbe United 
States, a country un- 
threatened. maintaining 
(and American taxpayers 
paying for) a military 
machine capable of con- 
quering the world at the 
same time that its people 
are being told there is no 
money for the care of the 
halt, tbe lame and the 
young? 

The second question of 


course has more potential 
resonance in a political sea- 
son. It is a pocketbook 
issue. 

It is amazing that few 
voices are being raised ab- 
out the feet that the United 
States is still spending more 
money on defence than all 
the rest of the world com- 
bined. In feet, die voices 
heard most often are com- 
plaining that U.S. military 
spending levels are too low; 
what we hear are howls of 
local pain when bases or 
defence contractors are 
closed down or warnings 
that demobilisation will in- 
vite war. 

Bat war with whom? It is 
astonishing that Pentagon 
spending is off the table by 
tadt consent of the presi- 
dent and congressional 
leaders in their ongoing 
budget numbers game. 

It is surprising,' too, that 
there is so little analysis of 
where President Clinton is 
going on foreign policy. 
Though there seemed to be 
no overall strategy in the 
White House, Mr. Clinton 


has moved (or stumbled) 
into the vacuum created by 
the virtual collapse of the 
U.N. 

Is it any wonder that 
those seeking to be saved 
from Iraqi invasion and 
those seeking the end of 
ethnic and dvfl wars in Bos- ' 
nia, Israel or Ireland turn 
not to the United Nations 
but to the White House for 
guarantees of international 
pressure, sanctions and aid? 

The United Nations does 
many good things, some of 


them quite well, dealing 
with refugees or health and 
labour concerns in places 
no one much cares about, 
the ones that don't make it 
to television. But the orga- 
nisation itself is in steep 
dedine under the ineffec- 
tive leadership' of 
Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali, who has lost the con- 
fidence of what used to be 
called the First World (the 
democracies) and the 
Second World of commnn- 


Unrvcrsal Press Syndicate 


Getting the refugees home 
is going to take time and care 


By lain Guest 


cocking oil and coffee; and therefore, it is impossible for 
this little pay increase to help make ends meet, said the 
writer. 


GENEVA — Early this 
year the international com- 
munity will start encourag- 
ing more than four million 
uprooted people to return 
and resettle in Rwanda and 
Bosnia. Given that both 
countries are synonymous 
with genocide, the question 
needs to be asked whether 
this is necessary, safe or 
wise. 

In broad terms, the 
answer has to be “yes.” 
The essence of ethnic 
cleansing was violent ex- 
pulsion. There will be no 
peace for these damaged 
countries unless the victims 
are allowed to return, if not 
to their original homes then 
at least to a she of their 
choice in their country. 

At the same time, condi- 
tions hardly seem propi- 
tious for a mass return. 
Croatian militias began 
bmuing Serbian bouses in 
Bosnia before the ink was 
dry on the Dayton agree- 
ment. 

In Rwanda there is such 
anger i.out war criminals 
being at large among Hutu 
refugees outside the coun- 
try that returning Hutu are 
subject to arrest. Here is 
the stark dilemma of con- 
temporary refugee protec- 
tion. 

On the one hand, the 
international community 
must take advantage of 
political openings like the 
Dayton agreement and get 
refugees out of camps and 
back home. On the other 
hand, this has to be done 
without endangering fives. 
How can both goals be 
achieved? 

Under a 1951 conven- 
tion, refugees wbo flee 
persecution have the right 
to seek asylum and not be 
turned away. The interna- 
tional community has made 
no comparable, legally 
binding commitment to 
protect them once they re- 
turn. 

In spite of this, in the last 
five years at least nine mil- 
lion refugees have gone 
back to countries that were 
also once wracked by vio- 
lence and persecution. 
These include. Burma, 
Afghanistan, Vietnam, 
South Africa, Namibia, 
Cambodia, El Salvador and 


Mozambique. 

The vast majority have 
returned safely, and there 
is little to suggest that they 
have been systematically 
targetted for persecution 
after returning. It can also 
be argued that conditions 
back home will never seem 
totally ripe for return, and 
that opportunities must be 
created and exploited. 

This case is convincingly 
made in tbe latest “State of 
the World's Refugees,” 
just issued by Sadako Oga- 
ta, the U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees. As 
one of tbe United Nations' 
most effective agency 
beads, Ms. Ogata's prefer- 
ence is for practical and, 
ideally, preventive solu- 
tions. 


She has urged govern- 
ments to endorse the “right 
to remain" and the “right 
to return.” Her agency has 
assumed the burden of 
assisting more than five 
million persons who have 
been uprooted by war. ' 

The most complete, and 
in some ways reassuring, 
example of Ms. Ogata's 
proactive approach occur- 
red In Cambodia in 1992. 
After the Paris peace 
agreement of October 
1991. Cambodia, like 
Rwanda and Bosnia today, 
was a dark and brooding 
land of ghosts, graves and 
land mines. 

Tbe U.N. refugee agency 
grasped the nettle. By 
starting repatriation on a 
modest scale, it was ulti- 
mately able to provide 
sufficient reassurance to 
encourage 360,000 Cambo- 
dian refugees to return 
home from Thailand. 

Dayton promises to take 
this one important step 
further. Ms. Ogata's agen- 
cy insisted that an annex on 
refugees be added to the 
agreement. Sensibly 
enough, tbe first to be re- 
settled when repatriation 
starts in the spring will be 
the 1.3 million internally 
displaced Bosnians, given 
that they are the most 
vulnerable. They will be 
reassured — and hopefully 
protected — by 60,000 
NATO troops and U.N. 
repatriation monitors. 

Yet the Dayton plan 
makes huge assumptions. 
So much blood has been 


shed to establish ethnically 
purged regions tha't it will 
dearly not be possible to 
rebuild a completely mul- 
tiethnic state. People will 
have to leave to make way 
for returnees and new 
arrivals. Partners in a 
mixed marriage who return 
to a different ethnic area 
could have a particularly 
tense homecoming. 

Another major worry 
concerns the nearly 700,000 
Yugoslavs who have found 
shelter in Western Europe. 
Many are illegal residents 
or have been given only 
temporary leave to remain. 
This means they could be 
bundled home before it is 
safe, in order to meet an 
artificial deadline like elec- 
tions in Bosnia or a NATO 
“exit strategy" imposed by 
the U.S. Congress. 

Nor is it dear whether 
the reconstruction plans 
currently under discussion 
for Bosnia will provide a 
lasting foundation for the 
safe reintegration of the 
returning refugees. 

Here the precedent of 
Cambodia is discouraging. 
In spite of a $3 billion effort 
by the United Nations, and 
internationally supervised 
elections, some of those* 
who returned home have 
been displaced by fighting; 
others have failed to turn 
their repatriation grant into 
a lasting investment; more 
have probably stepped on 
land mines in 1995 than in 
1992. But all this, sadly, is 
also the fete of Cambo- 
dians who never left. 

if this casts a shadow 
over the Bosnian resettle- 
ment, it screams out a 
warning in distant Rwanda, 
which is viewed with no- 
tiling like the same urgency 
in Western capitals. Some 
1.2 million Hutu refugees 
in Zaire have been given 
until the end of the year to 
return home. The deadline 
is being quietly revised, but 
the threat of a massive 
push-back from Zaire early 
this year remains real. 

This reveals an interna- 
tional community that is 
still groping, as it struggles 
to move from peacekeep- 
ing to reconstruction. The 
establishment of two war 
crimes tribunals on Rwan- 
da and the former Yugosla- 
via is an important start 


becasue it recognises the 
aching need for justice in 
these countries where law 
was abandoned. It is to be 
hoped that the tribunals 
will lay the basis for a 
permanent criminal court. 

It is now time to apply 
the same thinking to repat- 
riation. Reintegration of 
refugees has been built into 
several recent peace plans 
— Namibia, Cambodia, 
Mozambique, and now 
Bosnia — and this is wel- 
come. But there needs to 
be more consistency and 
clarity about the safe- 
guards. Those who refuse 
to return home, regardless 
of incentives, must be 
offered resettlement else- 
where in the region — even 
at the risk of encouraging 
some to resist return. 


There will be no large- 
scale return of Hutu re- 
fugees to Rwanda in its 
present state; yet donors 
are unlikely to make a 
generous commitment* to 
reconstruction unless they 
see refugees returning 
home. The best way to 
break this circle is to con- 
centrate on essentials in- 
side Rwanda, starting with 
reform of the justice system 
and punishment of war cri- 
minals. 

Outside the country, in 
the camps, U.N. High 
Commissioner for Re-' 
fugees must be given room 
to create the initiatives that 
have become its hallmark 
under Ms. Ogata. This 
might start the process of 
returns on a manageable 
scale. 


Forcing the pace would 
do irreparable damage to 
the refugee agency's core 
mandate — to defend asy- 
lum. Even worse, it could 
trigger a recurrence of the 
madness in Rwanda. That 
is even a remote possibility 
shows that we are still very 
close to the edge, for all the 
achievements of recent 
.years. 


The writer is a senior Fellow 
at the Washington-based 
Refugee Policy Group , was 
spokesman for the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees in 1992 in Cam- 
bodia. This comment is re - 
printed from The Washing- 
ton Post. 
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By Dr. Fahed A! Fanek 


depend on the support of the international community in 
feeing the impact of JD withdrawal from the Palestinian 
territories. But it is neither safe nor acceptable to be solely 
dependent on the goodwill of others in a crucial matter that 
may affect tbe very security of the Jordanian economy. 


Nor it is appropriate to rely on the economic logic, which 
says that it is not in the best interest of the Palestinians to 
issue a shaky currency by an infant central bank. Economic 
consideration will not be the decisive factor. PNA will rash 
to issue the Palestinian currency as soon as such a step 
becomes politically possible. 

Tbe Israeli veto could not be counted on, not only 
because Jordan may not like to invoke this veto due to 
national considerations, but also because the Israeli gov- 
ernment is very pragmatic. It will not hesitate to give the 
Palestinians this concession as long as it is not costly to 
Israel. It may extract a valuable Palestinian concession in 
return. 


The question then, is “what should Jordan do in tbe few 
coming years to get ready for the worst case scenario?" The 
answer is: “A lot.” 



By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


OUR TITLE suggestrs that 
a relationship exists be- 
tween garbage, cartels, and 
cheating. The three are re- 
lated in that they are mar- 
ket distortions, hindrances 
to the processes of produc- 
tion and trade. Most signifi- 
cantly, they bear heavily on 
the performance of the 
Jordanian economy. 

■ Pollution is considered 
to be a negative externality, 
that is a negative side effect 
of consumption and pro- 
duction. Downtown Am- 
man and the city of Zarqa 
are not good for your lungs 
or longevity; they are two 
of the most air-polluted 
areas in Jordan. Auto- 
mobiles have the dubious 
honour of being the biggest 
polluters in Jordan; one 
reason being their prices. 
Cars are so expensive that 
the majority of people can- 
not afford to buy new, effi- 
cient designs (a more effi- 
cient public transportation 
system would reduce the 
need for passenger cars 
considerably and with that 
the pollution rate). In order 
to combat pollution, laige- 
scale educational campaign 
about the dangers of accu- 
mulating waste at rates 
beyond nature's capacity to 
absorb it need to be carried 
out. Recycling efforts must 
be encouraged in spite of 
their cost. Other efforts 
such as replacing plastic 
bags with biodegradable 
plastic or paper bags, 
should be encouraged. 
These plastic bags have be- 
come an eye-sore even in 
the desert. A plastic bag 
requires more tban one 
hundred years to disinte- 
grate. Have you ever seen a 
sheep that has swallowed 
one of these bags which you 
or I may have discarded? It 
chokes on it like a child 
would on a balloon and 
suffocates as its wind pipe 
becomes blocked. Also, 
these bags do not go away 
when the land is tilled, they 
simply suffocate the soil. 

■ Cartels, monopolies 
and non-competitive be- 
haviour are plaguing all 
Jordanian markets. The 
coffee cartel, where a group 
of merchants collectively 
decide their output and 
price, is one example of this 
market-distorting be- 
haviour. To raise prices 
they lower the quantity 
offered in the market For 
the cartel to be successful 
the product must be a ne- 
cessity. have very few sub- 
stitutes, and it must be able 
to control a large share of 
the market. Also, there 
must be a leader within the 
cartel that can punish the 
offenders (those who may 
sell at prices below the price 
of the cartel). I believe that 
all these conditions do exist 


for the present coffee cartel 
and without a fair competi- 
tion law, coffee drinkers are 
likely to be gouged farther 
by the cartel. The present 
boycott will be successful 
only if supported by all cof- 
fee drinkers, especially the 
institutional ones. 

B Information asymmet- 
ries are also a great source 
of distortion in the market 
Lack of information to the 
seller or the buyer may de- 
crease the business activity 
or increase the wrong activ- 
ity in the market. In Jordan 
we still do not require that 
the seller specify the con- 
tents of the product on its 
packaging, which allows, 
sellers to cheat and pro- 
vides grounds for unfair 
competition. How? The sel- 
ler knows that efficiency is 
not the only, way to gener- 
ate profits. An easy way to 
make profits is through the 
use of cheap, or even de- 
funct, expired components. 
As long as tbe consumer 
remains uninformed, 
an unethical seller may be 
able to compete with 
another who doesn't cheat 
for the consumer's bnaness 
and may drive the honest 
merchant out of the mar- 
ket. * 


Cheating benefits tire 
producer when tbe consum- 
er is unaware and harms 
society as a whole, allowing 
good businesses to feQ and 
bad ones to flourish. 

However, we must en- 
courage honesty by increas- 
ing consumers’ awareness 
of tbe contents of what they 
consume if we desire to 
improve Jordanian product 
quality and standards. This 
also applies if we are se- 
rious about competing with 
the world or even other 
countries in the region. For 
example, let's make it a 
requirement that shampoos 
made in Jordan disclose 
their contents. Otherwise, 
how one can know that 
his/her shampoo isn't really 
dish-washing detergent in a 
fancy shampoo package. 


B Government interfer- 
ence in the market is a great 
source of market distortion. 
Price ceilings, licensing, 
quantity restrictions, pro- 
duction of private goods 
and competition with the 
private sector are all activi- 
ties that are not really the 
business of the government. 
However, the interference 
of the government, though 
a second best, is necessary 
in cases of pollution, in- 
formation asymmetry, and 
monopoly power. A strong 
set of environmental con- 
trols that work, a competi- 
tion law, and a consumer 
protection law are badly 
needed. Let’s not wait too 
long. 


LETTERS 


Democratic practices 


To the Editor: 


A GLANCE at the results of the second general confer- 
ence of the Jordanian Democratic Popular Unity Party 
gives a strong impression of the atmosphere of respect and 
appreciation for democratic practices among the party 
members. 

The party congress has also helped to further increase 
the respect of the former first party Secretary-General 
Azmi A1 Khawaja who has been elevated to the post of 
party chairman. This appreciation goes also to Mr. 
Khawaja s collegues and the party veterans. This honour- 
ing of the party members reflects most positively on th® 
party s image among all political forces in the country- 










Sarajevo 
abductions 
pose dilemma 

for NATO 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 

SARAJEVO — After almost 
two weeks of success in Bos- 
' nis, NATO feces a dilemma 
that could cause the alHance- 
led peace force real trouble 
for the first time. 

On Tuesday, the Bosnian 
. government accused Serbs of 
abducting 16 civilians in the 
past week as they travelled 
throught Serb-held areas and 
' protested to the NATO-led 
' peace force about its lack of 
action.' 

NATO said it bad not 
come to Bosnia as .a police 
force, but only to implement 
the military aspects of the 
peace agreement by separat- 
ing the armed forces and 
overseeing the transfer of 
territoiy. 

' Now, the heavily armed 
■' alliance force feces a choice 
about the scope and nature of 

- its mission. 

Doing nothing could 
undermine the tough image 
: which NATO has projected 
successfully so far and under- 
mine the trust of people who 

- believed they could now 
travel freely around the coun- 
try, as provided for under the 
terms of foe peace agree- 
ment. 


It would bring back 
memories of the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission, which 
lost foe trust of people it 
vowed to protect. 

But investigating the 
abductions and taking action 
would further alienate the 
resentful Bosnian Serbs at a 
time when NATO is trying to 
show that it is even-handed in 
implementing foe peace deal. 

Worse, a decision to get 
involved in wider policing 
would impose extra tasks on 
foe NATO troops — precise- 
ly foe sort of risk the alliance 
has been trying to avoid. 

“When we started planning 
for this, all of the allies in- 
sisted that the mandate for 
the force should be clearly 
and narrowly defined,* 1 said 
one NATO official. 

“We wanted at all costs to 
avoid the sort of “mission 
creep*' you saw in Somalia, 
when people got loaded with 
tasks for which they were not 
prepared. The result was dis- 
astrous.’ 1 

Under the terms of the 
Bosnian peace agreement 
signed last month in Paris, 
freedom of movement be- 
tween areas is supposed to be 
guaranteed by foe parties and 
their civil authorities. 

In addition, international 
coordinator Carl Bildt is re- 
sponsible for the civil recon- 


struction and for non-military 
issues. An international 
police force of some 1,500 
officers is due to support his 
efforts, but no date has been 
set for their arrival. 

Part of the problem, milit- 
ary officials and diplomats 
say, is that while NATO has 
forged ahead with deploying 
the Implementation Force 
(IFOR), the civilian planning 
and structure has - lagged, 
leaving something of a 
vacuum. 

But the peace agreement is 
also unclear about NATO’s 
precise role. It has foe re- 
sponsibility for military 
aspects of foe agreement but 
can, if foe resources are avail- 
able, “observe and prevent 
interference with foe move- 
ment of civilian popula- 
tions.” 

So far, NATO has made 
very dear it has neither the 
will nor the number of troops 
needed to make sore such 
acts do not happen. Only 
about half of foe 60,000- 
strong force is so far in place. 

The existing dvflian au- 
thorities do not trust each 
other after more than three 
years of war and division. 
Many people have guns and 
emotions are still high. In 
Serb-held areas, including 
those in Sarajevo, there are 
still frequent checkpoints. 

While NATO's mandate is 
supposed to be limited, 
alliance forces have neverthe- 
less raised people's expecta- 
tions by pledging to provide 
security and to restore peo- 
ple's confidence. 

“You can't have someone 
advocating freedom of move- 
ment and then not taking 
responsibility for ensuring 
that in fact it does exist.” said 
Bosnian foreign minister 
Mohamed Sadrbey. 

“What happens is that you 
invite innocent, trusting civi- 
lians to believe in the com- 
mitments and promises that 
are made... This is something 
IFOR should be in a position 
to stop.” 

NATO commander U.S. 
Admiral Leighton Smith told 
Bosnian Serb television in an 
interview on Tuesday that he 
was still committed to spread- 
ing security and reassurance 
throughout foe country. 

“But we have to ask 
ourselves a realistic question. 
Can we be expected to pre- 
vent every lawless act that 
might happen in any other 
country in foe world? I be- 
lieve it is completely un- 
reasonable for anyone to ex- 
pect IFOR to be able to make 
this a crime-free country." 


By John Torday 

THE ARMENIAN govern- 
ment announced recently 
that it would restart the nuc- 
lear plant at Metsamor, 30 
kilometres from the capital, 
Yerevan. Wi thin this radius 
there are an estimated 
2,165,000 people, 'over half 
the country's population. The 
decision to go ahead is a 
desperate gamble in which 
the government may be 
damned if it does and 
damned If it doesn't. If the 
current warm-up trials are 
successful, the Metsamor 
reactor could supply np to 30 
per cent of tine country’s 
energy needs, effectively 
doubting the electricity supp- 
ly from an avenge of two 
horns to four hoursper day. 
This would both fulfil an ela- 
tion promise and provide 
some respite from the 
seventh cola and dark winter 
which Armenians have en- 
dured since the energy crisis 
began. 

Though undamaged, the 
reactors were shut down in 


Armenia’s dangerous nuclear gamble 


March 1989 after an earth- 
quake struck foe preceding 
December, killing 26,000 
people. The tragedy left most 
Armenians unnerved and 
strong public opposition to 
Metsamor was voiced over 
foe threat of nuclear disaster 
if another tremor occurred. 
But worse was to come when 
energy shortages sharply in- 
creased daring tbe conflict in 
Nagorno-Karabakh. Neigh- 
bouring Azerbaijan imposed 
a blockade, bringing to a halt 
the rail traffic which bad sup- 
plied Armenia with 85 per 
cent of its oil. Immediately 
prices soared teu-fokl, and 
foe already raptured eco- 
nomy slumped further. To- 
day, it is dearly understood 
that the economy cannot de- 
velop until tbe energy supply 
is assured and, given foe re- 
gional turmoil of recent 
years, nuclear power is 
evidently tempting. It is inde- 
pendent and it is affordable, 
but is it safe? 

The reactor in question. 
Unit 2, which began operat- 


ing in May 1980, is a font 
generation WER-440, a 
type of pressurised water 
reactor. Like others in its 
class in the former Soviet 
Union, tbe 440 has a number 
of serious design shortcom- 
ings. Chief among than are 
the grossly undersized 
emergency core-cooling sys- 
tem and the absence of a 
protective shield around the 
reactor. And there is much 
more. To its credit, which 
may not be saving too much, 
the 440 has a low power 
density which makes it less 
vulnerable to operational up- 
sets. And as a reactor class, it 
has never suffered a core- 
damaging accident in over 
300 “reactor years” of opera- 
tion. Also, Armenia now has 
a fledgling regulatory body, 
Armgostomnadzor, which 
since March 1994 has re- 
ceived financial and 
assistance for its restoration 
work from Russia. 

Spectre of 
another Chernobyl 

In a recent report commis- 


sioned by the U.S. Depart- Armenia’s' request for more 
ment of Energy, however, it substantial assistance. Their 
was claimed that reactors policy towards nuclear power 
operating in the successor ' m the old USSR is broadly to 

shut down the industry 
wherever possible. Via the 


states of the Soviet Union 
pose a significant safely risk. 
It stated that as a class “these 
reactors continue to experi- 
ence serious incidents, raising 
the spectre of another inci- 
dent akin to Chernobyl.” 
With specific reference to 
Metsamor 2, it commented 
that “in the event of a serious 
accident the reactor’s lack of 
containment and proximity to 
Yerevan could wreak havoc 
with the lives of millions.” 
The IAEA told MEI that 
whilst ft understood Arme- 
nia's energy dilemma ft was 
nevertheless unequivoca] that 
if ft were in foe west “Met- 
samor would not be granted a 
license to operate. It is totally 
unprecedented to put a reac- 
tor back on stream after 
seven years in operation. 1 ’ 

The G-7 countries have 
also given Armgostomnadzor 
modest financial support but 
they have always refused 


Nuclear Safety Account 
administered by foe EBRD, 
the G-7 has earmarked tril- 
lions of dollars to dean up 
and wind down tbe nuclear 
industry, but tins is no simple 
task. Dependency on nuclear 
power varies enormously, 
from Kazakhstan will less 
than 1 per cent to Lithuania 
with over 70 per cent and 
there are many other consid- 
erations, either technical or 
political. Tbe G-7 would like 
to see the development of the 
huge oil and gas reserves that 
foe region holds. They argue 
that this will provide both 
safer energy, as well as hard 
currency and therefore the 
mww-g to pay some of its own 
dean-up trills, and, from a 
G-7 standpoint, far better in- 
vestment opponunities for its 
member states. Id an ideal 
world, everyone’s a winner. 

In tbe short term, Arme- 


nia’s gamble may pay off but 
the safety risks will increase 
with time and the country 
must address the issue of 
renewable or alternative 
energy sources and become 
more energy efficient. The 
consumption of electricity 
per unit of economic con- 
sumption is more than twice 
as high as that in OECD 
Europe. 

Sooner stifl, Armenia will 
have to address tbe concents 
of its neighbours. Tbe bor- 
ders with Iran and Turkey lie 
close to Metsamor and the 
Chernobyl disaster showed 
that ft was neighbou ring Be- 
larus more than, the Ukraine 
itself, which bore the brunt of 
contamination. In feet, in this 
regard all Armenia’s neigh- 
bours are close, including 
Azerbaijan with its energy 
bonanza. It has an estimated 
68 billion tonnes of oil, 
scarcely a barrel of which is 
likely to reach Armenia in 
the near future . 


Middle East International 


It’s official: Stress can damage your health 


First it was said to cause heart Hunt looks at the m akin g of a 
attacks. Now it’s cancer. Liz modern disease 


THE LINK between breast 
cancer and stress reported 
last month by a team of 
British doctors and psycho- 
logists has significance 
beyond its clinical conclu- 
sion. Previous studies have 
hinted that major traumas 
such as bereavement, re- 
dundancy or divorce, are 
associated with the disease 
but the latest evidence, 
published in the British 
Medical Journal today, -is 
the most compelling to 
date. 

This study obliges us to 
place stress at the core of 
mainstream medicine, as a 
cause of ill-health. And ft 
begs the question that if 
stress really does cause dis- 
ease, what can doctors do 
about it? 

Doctors do not like stress 
because it is difficult to 
treat. They prefer magic- 
bullet medicine, where a 
drug or operation will cure 
the disease or alleviate the 
symptoms. This has been a 
barrier for more than 50 
years to their acceptance of 
stress as a potential trigger 
for a range of illnesses. 
Their patients, however, 
have recognised stress and 
its associated risks more 
readily. 

Eveiyone has felt “stres- 
sed out" at sometime or 


other, it was the classic 
eighties' disease. And when 
people are under stress they 
know, almost intuitively, 
that they are more vulner- 
able to coughs, colds, and 
other infections. 

This may sound like com- 
mon sense, but ft is only 
with scientific evaluation 
that stress will be taken 
seriously. Cary Cooper, 
professor of organisational 
psychology at the Universi- 
ty of Manchester Institute 
of Science and Technology, 
says: “Studies like foe BMJ 
study can only help. What 
we have needed is a scien- 
tific approach to evaluating 
sorest and, until recently, 
very few doctors and 
psychologists have worked 
together on this." 

An Austrian physiolog- 
ist, Hans Selye, working in 
Montreal in the thirties, is 
widely regarded as the 
father of modem stress re- 
search. He noted that 
adverse stress — physical or 
emotional stimuli including 
internal conflicts, signifi- 
cant life events or physical 
violence — were risk fac- 
tors for a range of illnesses 
in certain patients. Dr. 
Selye hypothesised in 
medical journals and lec- 
tures that these forms of 
stress disturbed the produc- 
tion of certain vital hor- 


mones in the body, result- 
ing in pathological changes 
to some tissues. 

His work attracted some 
attention from fellow doc- 
tors but it was not until the 
changes in working practice 
brought about by foe World 
War II that stress became 
more widely recognised as a 
subject worthy of research. 
Long hours and extra night 
shifts in munitions factories 
and the aircraft industry 
took their toll on people’s 
health, reflected in 
absenteeism and behaviou- 
ral changes such as in- 
creased drinking and smok- 
ing. 

In the fifties and sixties, 
foe rise in heart disease 
among men was identified 
and since they then made 
up the bulk of foe work- 
force, it was suggested foot 
stress — possibly related to 
new technologies in the 
office and modernisation of 
manufacturing industries — 
might ‘be a contributory fac- 
tor. “I was a gradual (fawn- 
ing that something was 
going on here and that 
stress could play a part." 
Professor Cooper says. 

The real springboard for 
foe emergence of stress as a 
modem disease was the 
work of two cardiologists in 
foe fate sixties in San Fran- 
cisco. 


Dr. Meyer Friedman and 
Dr. Ray Rosenman showed 
a direct relationship be- 
tween what they termed 
“type A" behaviour (ambi- 
tion, aggressiveness, com- 
petitiveness, hostility, res- 
tlessness etc) and heart dis- 
ease. Their eight-year study 
of more than 3,000 men in 
California concluded that 
those who showed type A 
behaviour ran twice foe 
normal risk of developing 
coronary heart disease. 
This was comparable to the 
risks associated with smok- 
ing and drinking. 

Their study remains con- 
troversial, since several 
attempts to confirm the 
findings have failed to do 
so. However, it remains a 
landmark in stress research, 
and funding for further 
work by the growing num- 
ber of interested psycholog- 
ists and scientists was forth- 
coming as a result. 

They set out to discover if 
stress played a role in the 
development of other dis- 
eases. They had their 
answer when, in the seven- 
ties, scientists at Ohio State 
University showed that the 
immune system of animals 
subjected to stress was com- 
promised, and that produc- 
tion of white blood cells, 
foe T-ceils. which fight dis- 
ease, fell. 


Since then a variety of 
studies — some good, some 
dubious — have linked 
stress to a series of major 
and minor illness: cancer, 
mouth ulcers, infertility, 
and post-viral fatigue syn- 
drome. Dr. Selye’s hypoth- 
esis is now the accepted 
view: that when coping with 
stress foe body responds by 
increased production of cer- 
tain hormones such as adre- 
naline and cortisol, which 
affect heart rate, blood 
pressure and metabolism. 
However, at a certain level 
and .Under continued expo- 
sure to stress, these phy- 
siological changes affect a 
person’s ability to cope, and 
possibly cause damage to 
vital organs. In some sus- 
ceptible individuals, this 
may trigger disease. 

Dr. Tony David, a 
medical psychologist at the 
Institute of Psychiatry in 
London and one of foe re- 
searchers involved in the 
new BMJ study, has post- 
ulated that treatments 
which directly affect the im- 
mune system, protecting it 
from the effects of stress! 
are a therapeutic option in 
stress-related illness. But 
this is many years away; 
hormonal treatments are 
another possibility, but 
again too little is known 
about their role in disease 


development. 

Preventive action against 
foe bad effects of stress is, 
then, largely up to the indi- 
vidual, by learning how to 
reduce or manage their 
stress levels. GPs can help 
by referring patients to 
counsellors or therapists, 
but those who do are the 
exception rather than foe 
rule. 

■ Alternatively, Professor 
Cooper sees a growing role 
for employers in reducing 
stress. Changes in foe work- 
place throughout the eight- 
ies and ‘nineties have dis- 
rupted the lives of millions. 
The job for life has dis- 
appeared, replaced by in- 
security and short-term 
contracts. In foe short-term 
at least, occupational stress 
will be a growing problem, 
reflected in poor health and 
absenteeism. By reducing 
stress levels at work or 
helping people cope 
through access to counsell- 
ing, employers will be get- 
ting more out of their em- 
ployees while enabling 
them to manage stressful 
events outside work more 
effectively. The way for- 
ward may be through the 
workplace rather than foe 
surgery. 


Tbe Independent 


Vietnam hesitates at on-ramp 
to the information superhighway 


By Kathy Wilhelm 

Tbe Associated Press 

HANOI, Vietnam — 
When Vietnamese dissi- 
dent Ha Si Phu was 
arrested recently, tbe local 
media was silent and foe 
international press corps 
carried only brief reports 
about the little-known 
essayist. 

But Intemer discussion 
groups ’ spread the news 
around the world, along 
with the calls for political 
reform that led to his im- 
prisonment and a heated 
debate on the merits of his 
case as well as one-party 
communist rule. 

“Poverty and isolation 
over the last 20 years was 
caused by the Vietnamese 
communists," read one 
message posted from an 
overseas Vietnamese. 
Another compared Ha Si 
Phu to South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandfcla, 
formerly jailed for oppos- 
ing his nation's regime. 

Small wonder that Viet- 
nam, which is investing 
heavily in a modern com- 
munications system, has 
suddenly taken its foot off 
the accelerator while climb- 
ing the ramp to the global 
information superhighway. 

Equipment to give Viet- 
nam its first foil, commer- 
rial Internet link will be 
ready this month. But no 
one can say when service 
**U begin. The government 
“ still drafting regulations 
on what Internet links will 
be allowed and by whom. 


"When we start to open 
our door, we find that fresh 
air and dust come in," said 
Pham Dao, director of the 
state-run Vietnam Data- 
communications Co., 
which is establishing the 
Internet link. “We would 
like ro keep the fresh air 
and prevent foe dust." 

Different officials have 
given conflicting accounts 
of how restricted Internet 
services will be, creating 
apprehension among inter- 
national agencies that are 
pushing Vietnam to mod- 
ernise. 

“We want to make sure 
that services are available 
and can be used as widely 
as possible and that an ele- 
ment of competition ex- 
ists," said Jordan Ryan, 
deputy resident representa- 
tive for the United Nations 
Development Programme. 

But when it comes to 
other forms of information, 
the government seeks a 
high degree of control: 

— It selectively monitors 
telephone calls and fax 
transmissions. 

— Permission is needed 
to install a television satel- 
lite dish. 

— Anonymous checkers 
scan the relatively few fore- 
ign magazines and news- 
papers that enter the coun- 
try, routinely tearing out 
articles critical of govern- 
ment policy. 

— Someone even recent- 
ly took the trouble to ink 
over strategic body parts in 
a Naomi Campbell photo 
spread in Paris Match 
magazine. 


The traditional media are 
hard to control, however. 
Customs seizes offensive 
books coming into the 
country but they pop up at 
street stalls in photo-copied 
knockoff editions. Pornog- 
raphic videos are widely 
rented despite frequent 
police raids on video shops. 

The Internet, with its in- 
stantaneous transmission of 
countless pieces of data, far 
outstrips the capabilities of 
even the most diligent con- 
tingent of manual inspec- 
tors. 

Mr. Dao said his com- 
pany will install a “fire- 
wall,” a software program- 
me that can screen out 
transmissions from speci- 
fied senders. In Vietnam’s 
case, these likely would be 
overseas Vietnamese 
groups that oppose com- 
munism or champion jailed 
Buddhists and dissidents. 
Special software can search 
for certain words to key in 
on. 

But experts say it would 
be impossible to keep out 
all controversial material 
— foe Internet is simply 
too large. 

Mr. Dao has caused the 
most concern by proposing 
that Vietnam Datacommu- 
nications be designated the 
nation’s sole gateway to the 
Internet, giving it the au- 
thority to licence service 
providers and potentially 
limit use through high 
prices. 

Mr. Dao said his concern 
is security, rather than 
commercial monopoly. 

“Like in your house, you 


have only one door, so you 
can protect your home,” be 
explained. 

Mr. Dao said he wants to 
regulate but not shut down 
the country’s half-dozen 
existing providers of Inter- 
net E-mail service. 

The largest, Netnam, be- 
gan operating a year ago 
and has more than 400 sub- 
scribers, including foreign 
aid groups, U.N. organisa- 
tions and a few Vietnamese 
professionals. It operates 
with 12 phone lines and a 
small staff of technicians 
and student volunteers at 
the government Institute of 
Information Technology. 

Netnam and the other 
existing services do not 
have foil Internet links. 
Netnam subscribers send 
E-mail to the institute and 
it links up four times a day 
with foe Australian nation- 
al university, which serves 
as its gateway to the global 
Internet. 

Many subscribers are 
fiercely loy3l — they like 
the more than 30 local bul- 
letin boards and electronic 
libraries that Netnam oper- 
ates. One bulletin board 
is solely to exchange Viet- 
nam development news. 
Another focuses on AIDS. 

Nguyen Ngoc Canh of 
the General Directorate of 
Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions. which sets com- 
munications policy, said 
competing domestic ser- 
vices likely will be allowed 
as long Vietnam Datacom- 

*. jiions monitors a 

single outside link. 


Religion in Albania 
makes a comeback 


By Roland Prim 

Tbe Associated Press 

TIRANA, Albania — Sta- 
linist dictator Enver Hoxha 
outlawed religion in Alba- 
nia in 1967. The ban is gone 
now, with foe fell of the 
communist regime, but con- 
troversy over religion has 
hardly stopped. 

Dozens of religious 
groups now hold services, 
proselytise and compete for 
foe 3 million souls of 
Europe’s poorbouse. 

Hundreds of foreign 
evangelists have flocked in. 
But they are running into 
bureaucratic restraints to 
churches without a tradi- 
tional base in Albania and 
they face strong opposition 
from leaders of the nation's 
long do minan t religion, 
Islam. 

In pre-Hoxba Albania, 
the papulation was official- 
ly 70 per cent Muslim, 20 
per cent ’Roman Catholic 
and 10 per cent Orthodox. 

Missionary John Quan- 
rud, who has struggled for 

months io build an Evange- 
lical Protestant church in 
downtown Tirana, said 
Albania officials often see 
freedom of religion only as 
freedom for those pre- 
Worid War II churches. 

“We want a level playing 
field," said Mr. Quanrud, 
whose mission is related to 
university presbyterian 
church in Seattle. “We’re 
asking that there be fair- 
ness, openness. 

The site for Mr. Quan- 
rud’s church has been 
purchased and a blueprint 


of the three-story building 
approved. 

But an Albanian Muslim 
neighbour has* delayed 
things by objecting that foe 
church would be too high. 
And comments from offi- 
cials also reveal opposition. 

“From a legal point of 
view, they have foe right to 
buQd the church. From a 
moral point of view, not,” 
said Barthyi Fico, a govern- 
ment official overseeing 
church activity. 

Hafiz Sabri Kod, foe 
leader of Albania's Islamic 
community, also opposes 
plans for foe church. 

“We consider this a pro- 
vocation. In a neighbour- 
hood where everybody is 
MusHm or Catholic, they 
have no right,” he said. 

Tbe three long-tune reli- 
gious branches encounter 
no such problems. 

In Shkodra, the largest 
town in northern Albania 
and historic centre of the 
nation’s. Catholicism, the 
Vatican has lovingly res- 
tored the cathedral — 
which was used as a sports 
hall in communist times. 

The Catholic church re- 
cently obtained a large 
dmnk of real estate outride 
Tirana, the capital, to build 
a religious and community 
centre. Mother Teresa, an 
ethnic Albanian by birth, 
has opened a mission in 
Tirana. 

Signs of Islam are even 
more ubiquitous. 

Hundreds of foreign-fi- 
nanced mosques have 
sprung up since foe ruling 


democratic party won pow- 
,er in 1992. President Sab 
Berisha also took Albania 
into foe Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference, where 
it is foe only European 
member state. 

There is a Turkish college 
in Tirana. Foreigners are 
r unning some 20 Islamic 
societies in Albania, mainly 
in humanitarian activities. 

Arab businessmen have 
estabtishned companies and 
opened restaurants, and 
Kuwaiti investors are build- 
ing a luxury hotel in Tirana, 
foe capital’s second Arab- 
financed hotel. 

Mr. Kod, the Islamic 
community leader, asserts 
the dominance of foe Mus- 
lim faith. Referring to 
American Evangelicals, be 
says bluntly: "We don’t 
want these sects." 

But not aQ Albanians fed 
■that way. Two- thirds of tbe 
population is too young to 
remember foe practice of 
religion at all before 1990. 

Many also argue that 
Albania — with a unique 
language, culture and wall 
of mountains that always 
kept it isolated — traefi- 
tionafly espoused no out- 
side faith with real enthu- 
siasm. Several of the new 
mosques now stand unused. 

Enthusiasm is not lacking 
at David Hartmann’s Sun- 
day service in a theatre at 
Tirana’s Arts Academy. On 
a recent weekend, about 
200 people exuberantly 
sang and dapped in praise 
of foe lord. Mowing En- 
glish texts on a big screen 
while t* small band played. 


Mr. Hartmann’s Bible read- 
>ings were translated by an 
Albanian student. 

'‘This is the most wonder- 
ful experience. People are 
so open here," said Mr. 
Hartmann, a missionary for 
the international Protestant 
assembly church in Spring- 
field, Missouri. 

“People are bunny for 
God,” be said. ‘^People 
worship God. They are ex- 
cited about hearing foe 
word of God.” 

Some in foe crowd in- 
deed were genuine worship- 
piers. Others clearly 
appreciated the service 
more as a destruction from 
foe monotony of everyday 
life in Europe’s most down- 
trodden capital. 

Tbe question of genuine 
belief is one that plagues 
many of the 400 or so 
American and other foreign 
missionaries — some from 
as far away as South Korea 
and Brazil. 

“Early on, we found 
tremendous response,” said 
Art Moore of International 
Teams, an umbrella for 26 
Evangelical groups. “After 
some time, we found that 
many people were showing 
interest because they had 
ulterior motives — jobs and 
going to America.” 

Albanian writer Sabri 
Godo concurred. “A large 
number of people through 
religion try to create a pers- 
pective for themselves, so 
they can send their children 
to study abroad or do some 
work for which they’ll be 
■paid,” he said. 
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Economy 

Fariz takes over as new 
Central Bank governor 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, JANUARY 7. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Leading 
Jordanian economist Ziyad 
Fariz Saturday took over as 
new Central Bank governor 
after the government 
appointed him last week to 
replace longtime incumbent 
Mohammad Said A) Nabulsi. 

Visitors said scores of well* 
wishers flocked to his office 
to congratulate him. sipping 
the traditional cardamon- 
flavoured dark coffee and 
eating sweets. 

Dr. Fariz, a planning 
minister between 1989 and 
1994 and a former trade 
minister, oversaw Jordan's 
transition towards a market 
economy 

He joined the private sec- 
tor as head of Jordan's first 
Export and Finance Bank be- 
fore the government named 
him to head the Central 
Bank. 

He holds a doctorate from 
Britain's Keele University 
and headed the Central 
Bank’s research department 
before moving on to the plan- 
ning ministry in 1980. 


Dr. Nabulsi. whose present 
five-year term began in 1994, 
has held the post since 1973 
with only a break in 1985- 
1989 when he headed the 
U.N.'s Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia. 

Officials said the bank's 
deputy governor, Michel 
Marto, one of the candidates 
to replace Dr. Nabulsi. de- 
cided to stay on. 

He tendered his resigna- 
tion late last month after the 
cabinet chose Dr. Fariz 
among a short-list of prospec- 
tive candidates for the key 
post. 

Dr. Marto. respected in 
banking circles abroad, has 
been a key negotiator of Jor- 
dan's successive rounds of 
debt talks with its major 
Western creditor nations, the 
last with the Paris Club in 
June 1994. 

He also led talks with 
Israel over economic and 
banking issues after Jordan 
signed a peace treaty with 


Isra** 1 •»! October 1994. 

Bankers expect Dr. Fariz 
to continue his predecessor's 
policy of upholding a tight 
monetary policy, aimed at 
stabilising the dinar by in- 
creasing the attractiveness of 
dinar-denominated assets to 
help boost Jordan’s foreign 
reserves. 

The prime minister, host- 
ing a dinner in Dr. Nabulsi-s 
honour, praised the unique 
personal traits of outgoing 
governor and the successes 
he accomplished in his ser- 
vice at the helm of the Cen- 
tral Bank. 

In a cable he sent to Dr. 
Nablusi, the prime minister 
described him as an exem- 
plary intellectual person and 
a unique administrative lead- 
er who gave Jordan a great 
deal of his efforts, knowledge 
and experience. The premier 
expressed hope that Dt. 
Nabulsi would continue to 
contribute and provide his 
experience to the new gen- 
eration working in the finan- 
cial and banking sector. 


Paris conference on Palestinian 
funding to convene Tuesday 


PARIS (AFP) — Repre- 
sentatives of some 50 coun- 
tries and international bodies 
will gather in Paris next week 
for a new session of talks on 
funding for the Palestinian 
autonomous territories, offi- 
cials said Friday. 

The meeting Tuesday, 
attended by Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat and govern- 
ment ministers, will in par- 
ticular seek pledges to make 
up the estimated $500 million 
required by the authority lor 
this year. 

The meeting follows a first 
such gathering in the United 
States two years ago which 
agreed on S2 billion package 
for the period 1995-1998. 


needed wifi cover infrastruc- 
ture and for a limited period 
running expenses. Some $200 
million have already been 
committed, and die meeting 
will seek pledges for the re- 
maining £300 million. 

The conference wifi in- 
clude a signing ceremony for 
a tripartite Action Plan be- 
tween Israel, the Palestinians 
and donor states, setting out 
precise commitments, the 
foreign ministry said. 

Participants wifi in particu- 
lar update evaluations of the 
requirements of the new state 
as autonomy is implemented, 
said Denis Bauchard, minis- 
try official responsible for the 
region. 

The Palestinian Authority 


efforts to cut its $75 million 
budget deficit, Israel to stop 
levying customs duty on 
equipment and goods to die 
autonomous territories. 

The 42 chantries invited to 
attend include Norway, 
whose mediation led the his- 
toric Middle East peace 
accord signing, as well as the 
United States, Japan, the 
European Union, Malaysia. 
Brunei and Indonesia. 

Lebanon and Syria have 
not yet confirmed their parti- 
cipation. 

The conference will also 
including the signing by Mr. 
Arafat and French Premier 
Alain Jnppe of a Fran co- 
Palestinian financial protocol 
for 1995 of 77.5 million francs 


Private economists see 2% 
growth in U.S. this year 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. economy is ex- 
pected to grow at a modest 
two per cent rate in 1996. 
with few signs of a recession 
on the horizon, according to 
a consensus estimate of Wall 
Street economists. 

“We don’t have a lot of 
history to help us figure 
where we may go from here, 
but there doesn't seem to be 
any of the imbalances in the. 
economy that usually precede 
a downturn.” said Ed Camp- 
bell. chief economist with 
Brown Brothers Harriman. 

“I think we will grow 
somewhere around two per 
cent in 1996.” he said. 

Mr. Campbell said that the 
U.S. Federal Reserve's in- 
terest rate hikes in 1994 and 
early 1995 appear to have 
kept the economy from over- 
heating. allowing modest 
growth to continue. 

The economy is now in its 
56th month of expansion, one 
of the longest since World 
War II. and most economists 
remain optimistic that the 
growth will continue through 
1996. although at a slower 
rate. 

Mike Moran, senior eco- 
nomist with Daiwa Secur- 
ities. said “the Federal Re- 
serve pretty much achieved 
what it wanted. We are now 
in 3 very mature economy 
that is growing at its long- 
term potential growth rate." 

In 1995 U.S. gross domes- 
tic product increased at an 
annual rate of 1.7 per cent in 
the first quarter. 0.7 per cent 
in the second quarter and 
three per cent in the thrid 
quarter, based on govern- 
ment estimates using a new 
measurement system. 

Washington has yet to re- 
lease fourth quarter figures. 

The government says its 
new chain-weighted measure- 
ment system takes better 
account of rapid price 
changes in the economy, such 
as in the value of technology 
products and durable equip- 
ment. than the previous 
fixed-weight method. 

In 1994. GDP rose at a 4.1 
per cent rate, based on the 
c!d fixed-weight measure- 
ment system. 

Inflation at the consumer 
level is expected to remain in 
check at about 2.9 per cent in 
19^6. according to the 


analysts. For the first 11 
months of 1995. the inflation' 
rate was 2.6 per cent and for 
all of 1994, it was 2.7 per 
cent. 

According to the OECD, 
the United States seems 
headed for two years of mod- 
erate growth with stable in- 
flation and a modest decline 
in its external deficit, despite 
uncertainties over the federal 
budget battle. 

The Paris-based Organisa- 
tion for Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
(OECD) said in its Economic 
Outlook that the U.S. eco- 
nomy appeared to be bounc- 
ing back from a sharp slow- 
down in the first half of 1995 
after a brisk 1994 perform- 
ance. 

It said GDP was estimated 
to have grown by about 3.3 
per cent in 1995 as a whole, 
down from last year's 4.1 per 
cent, and the most probable 
outcome for the coming two 
years was a more moderate 
expansion of 2.6 to 2.7 per 
cent. 

The OECD projected 
stable inflation, with the 
GDP deflator edging up from 
1.6 per cent in IW5 to 1.7 per 
cent in 1996 and 1.9 per cent 
in 1997. and the consumer 
price index rising from 2.2 to 
2.4 per cent after dipping 
slightly in 1996. 

But it also saw a modest 
increase in the jobless rate, 
from 5.6 per cent of the work 
force this year to about 6.0 
per cent in 1997, with job 
creation likely to fall short of 
the projected rise in labour 
supply. 

OECD economists said 
growth should be spurred by 
several factors over the next 
two years. The drop in inters! 
rates, which were sharply up 
last year, and a reduction in 
the stock of unsold housing 
should generate renewed 
growth in residential con- 
struction. 

Continued expansion of 
business investment, 
although at a slower pace, 
should be supported by still 
high levels of capacity utilisa- 
tion, cost-cutting and ample 
profitability as well as credit 
supply. 

And export growth is pro- 
jected to rebound because of 
renewed strength in export 


markets, notably as Mexico 
recovers from its financial cri- 
sis and Japan emerges from 
recession over the next two 
years. 

In sum. the OECD said, 
private final demand would 
support a resumption of mod- 
erate growth, although 
corporate stockbuilding 
could be adjusted to a lower 
demand profile. 

On the other hand, the 
efforts to cut the federal de- 
ficit seemed likely to reduce 
federal purchases by about 
5.0 per cent per annum in 
real terms. 

The U.S. current account 
deficit meanwhile widened 
further this year to some $170 
billion or 2.5 per cent of GDP 
because of earlier terms of 
trade losses and growth dif- 
ferentials between the United 
States and some of its key 
trading partners, in particular 
Mexico and Japan. 

The OECD report wel- 
comed the recent U.S. con- 
sensus on the need to balance 
the federal budget by finan- 
cial year 2002, and voiced its 
support for achieving agree- 
ment on a credible plan that 
would entail some front- 
loading of cuts. 

Citing some uncertainties 
in the near-term outlook, the 
OECD said slower than pro- 
jected growth was possible 
over the next two years be- 
cause of a heavily indebted 
household sector and the 
prospect of further budgetary 
consolidation. 

But it also did not rule out 
‘the possibility of a return to 
brisker rates of expansion 
based on factors such as con- 
tinued strong consumer and 
business confidence, faster 
export market growth and 
ample credit supply. 

The “major uncertainty." 
however, was the outcome of 
the federal budget debate. 
The OECD said financial 
markets had clearly dis- 
counted the possibility of an 
outcome that would not put 
the economy on the path to a 
balanced budget by early in 
the next decade. 

The recent rally on security 
markets "could well be 
vulnerable to an unexpected 
failure to reach agreement," 
according to the authors of 
the report, completed at the 
end of November." 


Yemen abolishes official I Boosting investment 


rival exchange rate 


SANAA (R) — .Yemen has 
abolished the official ex- 
change rate for its riyal cur- 
rency, its planning minister 
said Saturday. 

But the impoverished Arab 
state, which is applying 
World Bank and Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF) re- 
forms, wQl intervene to de- 
fend the riyal, deputy prime 
minister and minister of plan- 
ning and development Abdul 
Qader Bagammal told Reu- 
ters. 

“As of the beginning of 
this year we do not have an 
official exchange rate, this is 
a decision. There win be no 
official wi*«np» rate. This is 
a foregone conclusion,” he 


Yemen devalued the riyal 
last March, intr o duc in g an 
official exchange rate of 50 
riyals to the U.S. dollar, up 
from 12, and other reforms 
winch led to unrest. 

The free market rate is 
around 130 riyals. 

“We will not have an offi- 
cial rate but at a given point, 
we will interefere to protect 
what we consider the real and 
practical price, but we are not 
going to aim ounce this price 
now,” said the minister. 


“Over the coming 15 
months we will have an addi- 
tional liquidity of $480 mil- 
lion to stablise and defend 
the currency against fluctua- 
tion. This will give the central 
bank the ability to balance 
the rate,” be added. 

Yemen has been hoping to 
receive between $700 million 
and Si bUUon to finance die 
second phase of the reform 
programme, set to be im- 
plemented over the next 15 
months. 

Yemen also plans to lift 
trade restrictions. 

“We are reconsidering the 
tariff policy. We have several 
brackets under which custom 
dues vary from five to 220 per 
cent. Now this will become 
five brackets ranging from 
five to 70 per cent,” Mr. 
Bagammal said. 

He said that under the first 
phase of the reform plan 
which started in April, infla- 
tion dropped to 45 percent at 
end of the fourth quarter of 
1995 from 100 per cent. 

On Thursday the small, in- 
dependent oil exporter 
started gradual price in- 
creases of goods and basic 
services. 

The government-owned 


tobacco and matches com- 
pany said the price of locally- 
-produced cigarettes had 
nsen to 65 riyal from 60 
riyals. Economists said the 
move was the first in a series 
under consideration and was 
Hkely to include fuel, eledxio- 
ity, water and die gradual 
reduction of subsidies. 

The 1995 budget deficit, 
forecast at 35 billion riyals, 
was reduced to 30 billion and 
in the second phase of re- 
forms,” there has to be mea- 
sures to bring down the 
budget deficit to three per 
cent of GDP ” Mr. Bagam- 
mal said. 

In the 1996 budget, ex- 
pected to be announced later 
in January, “we will try to cut 
down deficit ... to 25 billion 
riyals, to cut down money 
supply to less than 20 per cent 
and to bring inflation down to 
20 per cent,” he added. 

He put annual economic 
growth rate at 0.5 per cent, 
up from minus 0.5 per cent in 
1994 but population growth 
remained high at 3.7 per 
cent. He said the deficit in 
balance of payment account , 
was still “serious” at about 
$900 million. ! 


top priority for Egypt, 
new premier says 


CAIRO (AFP) — New 
Prime Minister Kama! A1 
Ganzuri vowed Saturday that 
a top priority for bis govern- 
ment would be to lift obsta- 
cles hampering investment in 
Egypt as quickly as possible. 

“The government promises 
in the shortest time possible 
to find a solution to all com- 
plaints about the problems 
facing investors," be told a 
press conference following 
the first meeting of the new 
cabinet. 

“We stress the government 
will strive to attract Egyptian, 
Arab and foreign invest- 
ments. It is not normal that in 
Egypt investments over the 
past years have been around 
$300 to S400 million while 
investment in numerous 
other countries in the region 
have doubled or tripled,” he 
'said. 

He was talking 10 days 
ahead of renewed negotia- 
tions between Egypt and the 
International Monetary Fun d 
on a programme to restruc- 
ture the Egyptian economy. 

“We have put in place 20 
working groups to examine 


the challenges facing Egypt 
with legislative, adniiiustra. 
five and fiscal problems 
hindering investment u» of 
the agenda,” he said. 

A European economic ex- 
pert told AFP that invest- 
ment has stagnated for the 
past two years at round $500 
million and the rate of growth 
of the gross domestic product 
was around 2.3 per cent 

The new premeir said has 
goal was to boost the eco- 
nomy to make its growth rate 
“two or three times higher 
than the population rate at 
the beginning of the 21st cen- 
tury." . 

“The private sector will 
provide a solution to the 
problem of employment and 
will have to absorb 70 to 75 
per cent of job-seekere," be 
stressed. 

The main challenges facing 
Egypt are “increasing pro- 
duction, employment and ex- 
ternal trade,” he said. 

He added the government 
did not plan to “raise taxes 
but will tiy to increase the 
number of contributions and 
to fight fiscal fraud.” 


Jordan expects foreign share buying this year 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan's 
stock exchange expects 
1996 trading to be revived 
by foreign investors in- 
spired by a better invest- 
ment donate, the market's 
director said Friday. 

“Yes 1996, hopefully will 
be the year of the foreign 
funds... They will give a 
new source of demand on 
stock, this will create high- 
er activity and balance the 
new supply of stock from 
new investments,” Umayya 
Toukan, the director 
genera] of the Amman 
Financial Market, told 
Reuters. 

Dr. Toukan said 36 
emerging market funds ap- 
plied to invest an estimated 
145 million dinars (S205 
million) in 1995. but their 
applications were frozen 
while Jordan revamped its 


investment law. 

The new law, approved 
in December, allowed fore- 
ign investors direct entry to 
Jordan’s stock market for 
the first time and elimin- 
ated a cumbersome case- 
by-case approval system. 

Dr. Toukan said there 
was “tremendous interest” 
in Jordan by U.S. and 
European funds with 
billion-dollar portfolios. 

However he forecast 
funds would “enter gra- 
dually with no hurry” with 
their focus on blue chips to 
be held in long-term port- 
folios. That interest can 
only help to add depth to a 
market now capitalised at 
$4.2 billion. 

Investors hope to see 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars of foreign capital enter 
the market to inject much- 


needed capital. They fore- 
see Jordanian stocks in- 
cluded in Middle East 
emerging market funds to 
be launched in 1996. 

Funds with past approv- 
als bought eight million di- 
nars of key bluechips in 
1995, Dr. Toukan said. 

Jordan's stock market in- 
dex ended 1995 at 159.17 
points, up 10.84 per cent on 
the year but 12 per cent 
below the record of 181.63 
points in 1993. Turnover 
fell 15.4 per cent to 419 
million dinars in 1995 from 
494.9 million dinars in 


1994. 

Dr. Toukan blamed last 
year’s lower turnover on 
the more than 300 million 
dinars of new issues which 
diverted funds from the 
official market's tnore- 
than-100 listed stocks. 
Activity was also reduced 
by high interest rates aimed • 
at bolstering the dinar and 
by alternative investment 
in real estate. 

Investors say a lack of 
tangible benefits from Jor- 
dan's peace treaty with 
Israel and worsening rela- 
tions with Iraq, the coun- 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Heivi Arnold and HfteArgMon 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four o rtfinary words. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



“Your father makes rude noises at the 
dinner table. But I guess .it’s better 
than no communication at all!” 


NECEP 


eras t«wi mas 


NAYGO 


GRUBEO 


VECIED 


Answer here; 


Did you pay 
tor that? 


I’ve had* 
lor years 


/ u\ 


THE COP THOUGHT 
THE eO^PECT WA^ 
POING THI5. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday s I Jumble® CURVE FLANK BODILY BRANDY 
I Answer Often thrown out during spring cleaning — 
YOUR BACK 



Crosswords not received 


ARgVbU SURE 
sure vou want iMsug6/&»_ • 
l SPAGHETTI. / I LIKE 
S^SiR? Caf£ 

mm 




try's main market, also had 
a negative impact on a mar- 
ket sensitive to regional 
politics. 

But traders see the mar- 
ket buttressed in 1996 by 
prospects of peace between 
Israel and Syria, improved 
relations with Gulf states 
and closer economic ties 
with the West Bank, a 
natural market for Jorda- 
nian products. 

Dr. Toukan also said the 
Amman market, enhancing 
its regional competitiveness 
to attract foreign funds, 
would soon enter into joint 
listings of leading blue 
chips with Bahrain's mar- 
ket. to be followed later 
with the Muscat exchange. 

The Amman Financial 
Market would also have a 
joint listing with the future 
Palestinian stock exchange, 
being currently set up in 
the -West Bank town of 
Nablus, Dr. Toukan said. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
JANUARY 7, 1996 

ARIES: (March 21 to Apffi 19) 
You can finally be able to com- 
prehend at this time something 3 
which has been puzzling to you 
for some time. Look into diffe- 
rent outlets. 3 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

In the morning today, yon can 1 
come to a fine arrangement with 
a fellow associate. Keep' busy 
and accomplish a good deal by 
this evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) . 
Plan how to acco mpli sh more 
during the coming week and then ij 
handle any civic duties which £ 
await your attention for your 
success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to £ 
July 21) Be vritii friends you like 
and enjoy during the daytime > 
and be happy. Take time to 
enjoy a favourite bobby for per- 
sonal fulfillment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Enjoy your home and family •_ 
during the daytime today and 
then jla ter tonight take them out . 
for a treat and fun. Budget your tg 
money wisely. ^ 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septan- "s 
ber 22) Find me right philosophy 
of life which goes along with yotsr 
own thinking and you can be- 
come more successful in the days - 
ahead. jl 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- ^ 
ber 22) Plan just bow to add to 
your present abundance in the 
morning today, and study , 
brochures which are helpful to 
you to be successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to i 
November 21) First study your l|[ 
finest ambitions and then figure 
out how best to gam them. Be 
with friends who are jolly and 
have fun together. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make appoint- ; 
meats for the recreations you 
like with compatibles and keep , 
them on time. Your mate can be I 
very pleasant, |te 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 31) Study your personal tH 
aims and go after those which art dfd 

readily attainable. Gain the if 
backing of advisor who can be ■ > 
very helpful- J/ 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to W 
February 19) The outride v *»| 
world can be your oyster during Fl 
the daytime today, but ypor K 
home is your best bet in later jn 
the evening. j|ti 

PISCES: (February 20 to March •) 
20) By being more persistent and . 
purposeful today, you can attain fo. 
your finest wishes for being ^ 
oessfu! in your career activities- 3 

Birth stone of January; Garnet— 'ffi 
Rose Quartz 


I 






Gold price rally aims to break $400, analysts say 


&5NDON (R) — Gold rally was overextended. 
Cq . ‘tees could shoot to their Bullion stumbled in a very 
oc| jhest prices since 1990 dur-. narrow price range around an 

v *J .the next few days after average of $384.05 last war 


H':K- 


Pthe next few days after average of $384.05 last year, 
e of its most bullish starts according to figures from 
• .. g year in decades, bullion analysts Gold Field Mineral 
i atet analysts said Friday. Services (GFMS) issued Fri- 
- iheycflow metal was fixed day. 

\ . $396.40 per ounce on Fri- It has not been priced 
.* ‘ y morning, up from above $400 since March- 
• U25 on Thursday and August 1993. 

idn a whisker of the high- That was when a well- 
. ; price of 1995 set on April orchestrated entry of finan- 
ciers George Soros and 
•ft is feasible to see gold at James Goldsmith led a rally 
ween $400 and $420 on from around $326.20, the 
basis of the amount of lowest] fix since January 
d baying and the lack of 1986, to $406.70. the higiest 
ing,” said Ted Arnold, since Jan. 16, 1991. 
cals market analyst at “There is more to go on 
xrill Lynch. this. Everybody is so bullish. 

Si. Arnold said that sell We may see well some profil- 
ers were being cancelled taking, then another push," 
a it became dear that the said Mr. Arnold. 


- ween $400 and $420 on 

basis of the amount of 

- d baying and the lack of 
... ing,” said Ted Arnold, 

. tals market analyst at 
• - . rriJl Lynch. 

. Si. Arnold said that sell 
ers were being cancelled 
0 it became dear that the 


One issue which caused the 
market professionals to pon- 
der was the enormous rise of 
over 28,000 in open interest 
on the COMEX gold futures 
market this week. 

Open interest shows the 
number of outstanding con- 
tracts on the market which 
are not offset by an opposing 
transaction. 

A rise indicates increased 
liquidity in the market and 
most of this week's rise was In 
uncovered purchases, or 
“longs,” analysts said. 

“Rises (in open interest) 
like this tend to mean the 
price has got to the top of its 
range. The only time recently 
it did not was when George 
Soros came into die market 
in 1993 and h took two-three 
months to unwind,” said bul- 


lion analyst Andy Smith at 
Union Bank of Switzerland. 

“I hope we are not going to 
get all this year’s exotement 
crammed into the first 
week,” Mr. Smith added. 

He said the current invest- 
ment fund-led move was bul- 
lish for gold if there was a 
genuine resource reallocation 
bringing gold back into funds’ 
investment portfolios. 

“If it is. this could be the 


start of something big. If not, 
it is highly reversible,” he’ 
said. 

Physical demand for gold 
has been quiet during the 
past few days of surging 
prices, but it hit a record levei 
last year according to the 
GFMS figures. 

“Demand from jewellery 
makers alone last year ex- 
ceeded mine supply by over 
450 tonnes or more than nine 


Choppier skies seen 
for Asian airlines 
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SINGAPORE (R) — Asian 
airlines should brace for 
more intense competition in 
the regional skies as they fly 
into 1996 with a baggage of 
excess capacity, low yields 
and high costs, analysts have 
warned. 

Excess capacity, built up as 
a result of attempts by air- 
lines to cash in on a growing 
regional travel market, could 
set off another round of fare 
cuts denting their bottom- 
iines, analysts said. 

The new year follows an 
encouraging period that saw 
most regional carriers im- 
prove their earnings- after 
emerging from a long reces- 
sion, but the extent of the 
recovery is still uncertain, 
they said. 

“We have seen one good 
period in 1995 and a part of 
1994,” said David Lum, air- 
line analyst at J.M. Sassoon 
and Co. (Pte.) Ltd. here. 

“I guess it is encouraging in 
that there is a recovery in the 
industry although the 
strength and extent of the 
recovery is not certain," Mr. 
Lum said. 

The Orient Airlines Asso- 
ciation. which groups Asia- 
Pacific carriers, reported a 
308 per cent annual jump in 


the combined net profits of 
15 members to $1,306 billion 
in the last fiscal year. 

Passenger traffic grew by 
6.7 per cent to 164.1 million, 
freight traffic by 11 .8 per cent 
to 4.8 million tonnes and 
total operating revenue rose 
16.2 per cent to $45.12 bil- 
lion. 

“Many airlines are now 
showing improvement in 
terms of passenger and cargo 
traffic, resulting in a better 
financial performance in 
1995,” said Rick Dements, 
spokesman of Singapore Air- 
lines, the world's most profit- 
able carrier. 

“However, overcapacity in 
several markets is resulting in 
fierce competition. The cargo 
market, especially, is now 
much more competitive. This 
continues to put pressure on : 
yields, which are slowly re- 
covering but still lower than 
we would like to see,” Mr. 
Cements said. 

“Given the excessive cargo 
capacity and the discounting, 
we cannot be too bullish ab- 
out the coming year...," be 
said, adding that dynamic 
Asia-Pacific growth, howev- 
er, offset any pessimism. 

Regional airline capacity 
has outpaced passenger and 


cargo traffic growth, analysts 
say. 

Cost pressures from 
labour, fuel, interest and 
leasing charges have been ris- 
ing white passenger yields — 
revenue per unit load — have 
been under pressure amid ris- 
ing competition with new en- 
trants and Western carriers 
adding to the capacity. 

Passenger load factors — 
the average number of seats ’ 
occupied — of its member 
airlines only grew by 0.5 per 
cent in 67.6 per cent in the 
last fiscal year, according to 
the Orient Airlines Associa- 
tion. 

"Traffic growth is still 
buoyant so Asian airlines are 
building more capacity,” said 
Chni Hoon, airline analyst at 
Merrill Lynch and Co. 

“It is unlikely that yields 
will improve," she said, 
adding the industry was at 
best trying to keep yields 
constant. 

Analysts predict that the 
Asia-Pacific region will 
account for 50 per cent of 
global air traffic by 2010, 
prompting an aggressive 
capacity expansion by region- 
al carriers. 


World’s ‘biggest dairy farm’ seeks 
place in Guinness record book 
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RIYADH f AFP) — A Saudi 
dairy company owned by a 
member of the ruling family 
is seeking to enter the Guin- 
ness book of records as the 
biggest, dairy farm in. the. 
world, its marketing manager 
said. 

A1 Safi Dairy Company, 
owned by Prince Abdullah AI 
Faisal, has 24,000 cows pro- 
ducing 13 million litres of 
milk and other dairy products 
per year, Mohammad Serhan 


told reporters at the company 
headquarters. 

Production by the" farm, 
100 kilometres from Riyadh, 
accounts for nearly 15 per 
cent of Saudi Arabia’s^ total 
dairy "output of 650 million 
litres per year and it has 22 
factories and a fleet of 320 
vans. 

“We are taking measures 
to verify this as Guinness 
does not have a section for 


such an activity. We have 
been awarded a certificate by 
the Saudi agriculture ministry 
and have written to dairy 
groups around the world to 
assert our right for that title,” 
“Mr. Serhan said. 

Most of Al Safi’s produc- 
tion is marketing inside Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s biggest 
oil producer and exporter. 
The rest is sold in the other 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states. . 
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Gems of the world , All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 
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Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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Rent a car S 

Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 /Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 / Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079 / 21526 

Shmisani King AbdullaTi Gardens 


weeks of mine output,” said 
Rhona O’Connell, metals 
analyst at stockbroker T. 
Hoare and Co. 

“The only possible re- ; 
spouse is an upward rerating ; 
in prices (this year) if a supp- ? 
ly shortfall is to be avoided ! 
without selling from the cen- j 
tral banks, or about 550 ton- | 
ues of forward selling by pro- j 
ducers, which is unlikely,” j 
she said. 
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A review of news from the Arabic press 




Treasury collects JD 6m from Petra 
visitors 

THE TREASURY collected JD 6,015,221 in fees paid 
by 337^21 visitors who toured Petra last year. Of the 
number of visitors, 287,635 were foreign tourists and 
39,562 were Jordanians. According to Suleiman Al Farajal, 
Petra antiquities manager, the number of visitors was much 
higher than in previous years with the largest number 
(43,050 visitors) coming in April 1995. In March, the 
number of visitors stood at 38,550 viators. Mr. Farajat said 
that 36,057 persons from official delegations and school 
and university students also visited Petra last year. He 
expected an active tourism season this year with the 
number of viators surging much higher than last year (Al 
Ra i). 

Work begins on second phase of 
cellular phone system 

"irtr WORK HAS started to implement the second phase of 
the cellular phone system which covers the northern and 
.southern parts of the Kingdom including the city of Aqaba. 
According to Yousef Abu Jamous, the director-general of 
the Commission for Organising Communications Sector, 
the third phase is expected to start after the completion of 
■the second stage by the end of 1997. The third stage, 
expected for completion by the end of 1999, will comprise 
connecting main cities with each other, Mr. Abu Jamous 
said noting that in the fourth and final phase the main 
desert roads will be linked with neighbouring countries at 
the appropriate time. The first stage of this project covered 
tbe Amman region, Zarqa, Salt and Madaba as the Jordan 
Mobile Telephone Services Company has equipped the 
system for 15,800 subscribers and is now in the process of 
importing the equipment to expand the cellular exchange 
to benefit 40,000 subscribers (Al Ra’i). 

Arab Real Estate Development 
Company Boats shares for public 
subscription 

frfr PUBLIC SUBSCRIPTION is now open to buy shares 
in the Arab Real Estate Development Company, a new 
public shareholding company capitalised at JD 5 miUion 
and registered at the Ministry of Industry and Trade under 
number 293 on Sept. 28, 1995. Tbe company, founded by 
83 Jordanian, Kuwaiti and Lebanese investors, aims at 
setting up and owning real estate projects of all kinds. The 
founders have acquired 3.75 million shares priced at JD 1 
each and the remaining 1.25 million shares are being 
; offered to the public until the end of January 1996. The 
minimum number of shares an investor can buy was set at 
900 shares although only 50 per cent of the cost should be 
paid upon subscribing with the rest to be settled over a 
period not exceeding four years. The main founders of the 
company are: The Arab Life and Accident Tmanrangy. 
Company (JD 500,000), the Arab Development and 
Investment Company (JD 370,000), Al Riyadh for Manu- 
facturing Vegetable Oils Company (JD 250,000), the Arab 
Banking Corporation (Jordan) (JD 200,000), the Housing 
Bank (JD 200,000), Philadelphia Bank (JD 150,000), Emil 
Ibrahim Nasif Haddad (JD 100,000), Kama! Abdo Al 
Shaer (JD100.000), Ahmad Hasan Shahin (JD 150,000) 
and the Al Sal ah for Engineering Contracting Corporation 
. (JD 100,000). The Kuwaiti investors: Abdul Monsen Al 
Qattan (JD 200,000), Naser Mohammad Naser (JD 
69,000), Dhirax Yousef Al Ghanem (JD 50,000) and Leila 
Mohammad Al Dhabceb (JD 50,000). Said Tawfiq Al 
Kboury, a Lebanese national, had JD 100,000 equity. Most 
of the other founders had less than JD 20,000 investment 
(Al Ra’i). 
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Guinea get Nigeria’s slot 


CAIRO (AFP) — Guinea 
were drafted into the African 
Nations Cup on Saturday af- 
ter holders Nigeria failed to 
react to a Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) Ulti- 
matum. . 

Nigeria, who refused to 
take part in South Africa 
because they feared for their 
players’ safety, are now ex- 
pected to be banned for the 
next two tournaments 
through to 2000 after refusing 


to change their minds. 

A CAF meeting on the 9th 
and 10th of January will dis- 
cuss disciplinary measures 
against Nigeria. 

Guinea were brought in 
after coming the best third in 
the qualifying round. They 
will play in Group C in Dur- 
ban. 

Relations between Nigeria 
and South Africa plummeted 
in November after nine 
minority rights activists, in- 


cluding writer Ken Saro- 
Wiwa. were executed by 
Nigeria’s military authorities. 

The chairman- of the Nige- 
rian Football Federation 
(NFA), retired Air General 
Emeka Omeruah, accepted 
the decision in Lagos with 
resignation. 

But be added a ban would 
not kill oft the sport in the 
country, saying: “Football 
cannot die in Nigeria. No 
way.’* 


Premier League roundup 


Wihdat, Faisali close 
gap on Ramtha 


Ghana bank on foreign- based stars an 


ACCRA (R) — Four-time 
champions Ghana are self- 
confident, optimistic and 
even a bit boastful in the 
run-up to this month’s Afri- 
can Nations Cup finals in 
South Africa. 

They are banking on star 
strikers such as Anthony 
Yeboah of English Premier 
League club Leeds and 
captain Abedi Pele of Ita- 
ly’s Torino to give them an 
attacking edge. 

But the challenge facing 
the Black Stars' head coach 
Ismael Kurtz is to weld a 
welter of foreign-based ta- 
lent into a solid team in a 
{united amount of time. 

“We always go in to win. 
We are the champions, you 
know, says Fred Duodu, 
secretary of the Ghana 
Football Association. 

“We have won the Cup 
four times. No other Afri- 
can nation has done that.” 

Kurtz, a soft-spoken 
Brazilian, is more prudent 
but far from pessimistic. 

“There are strong 
chances for the team to win 
in South Africa,” be told 
Reuters. 

“I have confidence in the 
team. We are in a good 
position to win because 


there is very good disci- 
pline inside the group.” 

Kurtz, 56, says the rela- 
tionship between the play- 
ers — “the boys” — is “like 
a family.” 

“The big 'stars give the 
young boys good support,” 
he explains. 

But he acknowledges 
that it is not going to be 
easy. 

Ghana play in a opening 
round group that includes 
Tunisia, Mozambique and 
Ivory Coast. The tourna- 
ment opens on January 13, 
with the final on February 

“Our group is very 
tough. But these days soc- 
cer in Africa is very strong 
— there is good develop- 
ment of soccer in Africa,” 
Kurtz says. 

While only six foreign- 
based professionals turned 
out for a November 11 
warm-up friendly against 
Siena Leone, which the 
Stars won 2-0, Ghana can 
draw on as many as 14 for 
the Nations’ Cup finals. 

Apart from Yeboah and 
Pele, they have strength in 
depth up front with Charles 
Akunnor of German dub 


Fortuna Koln, Yaw Preko 
of Anderiecht in Belgium, 
Felix Aboagye of A1 Ahly 
in Egypt, Kwame Ayew of 
Uniao Leira in Portugal 
and Charles Whittle of 
Swiss club Neucbatel 
Xamax. 

Midfielders indude Ali 
Ibrahim of Grasshoppers of 
Zurich. Nii Odartey Lam- 
tcy of English dub Coven- 
try and Yaw Acheampong 
of Spain's Real Sodedad. 

In defence there is Sam 
Johnson who plays for 
Kalamata in Greece, Joe 
Addo of FSV Frankfurt in 
Germany and goalkeeper 
Abubaker Tanko. who 
plays for El Masry in 
Egypt. 

The Ghanaians are due 
to arrive in Johannesburg 
four days before the Janu- 
ary 13 start of the finals. 

In the meantime, Kurtz 
will be doing his best to 
promote a spirit of team- 
work. 

“I would like to have the 
whole team together at 
least three weeks before 
the start of the games in 
South Africa. I'm afraid 
two weeks is all we can 
get.” be says. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Although standings remained relatively un- 
changed this week, competition is heating up in the 
Kingdom's Premier League soccer championship with A1 
Ramtha still topping the standings with 34 points. 

Although they have relativdy easy opponents in A1 
Baqaa in their upcoming match, A1 Ramtha's lead is 
expected to be slashed in coming weeks after they were 
held to a 0-0 draw with 7th placed A1 Jazireh. 

Meanwhile, titleboklers A1 Wihdat showed they were in 
championship form with a 5-1 trashing of Al Ahli to move 
to second place. 

Al Wihdat wifl next face former champions Al Faisali in 
the Premier League's most awaited match. 

Al Faisali’s 1-0 win over Al Hussein kept them tied with 
Al Wihdat with 32 points but dropped to third on goal 
difference. 

Al Hussein, who led the standings throughout most of 
the first leg are now sixth and they will have a chance to 
improve when they face Sahab next week. 

The week's biggest winners were Al Qadissieh who 
scored a 6-0 win over Al Baqaa. Although they remained in 
fourth place, Al Qadissieh improved their overall points to 
30 and have an important match with Kufrsoum next week. 

Kufrsoum, playing the Premier League for the second 
consecutive season, moved up to fifth after their 2-1 win 
over Sahab. 

Meanwhile. Al Jalil scored a hard-fought 5-4 win over Al 
Rasseifa who lost their 16th match and are yet to earn a 
point in the standings. 

STANDINGS AFTER 16TH WEEK 



Johnson’s Olympic double 
dream gets boost 


Sprus, Sonics and Suns lose 


TURIN (AFP) — Michael 
Johnson’s dream of doubling 
up over the 200 and 400m at 
the Olympic Games came a 
step closer here on Saturday 
after athletics chief Primo 
Nebiolo predicted an events 
reshuffle. 

International Amateur 
Athletic Federation (IAAF) 


president Primo Nebiolo said 
the body was keen to “move 
towards Johnson, Lewis and 
the champions who compete 
in the most events.” 
Nebiolo. speaking to La 
Stampa daily newspaper, 
added: “It’s important to put 
on a big show for the Amer- 
ican public.” 
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SAN ANTONIO (R) — “Aw- 
ful” was the word that came 
to mind for the San Antonio 
Spurs after a 105-92 loss to 
the Indiana Pacers on Friday. 

“I can't think of anything 
to say,” said Spurs star centre 
David Robimson, who was 
held to 14 points on 5-of-17 
shooting. “It was one of 
those awful nights. I don’t 
thin k I played like this since I 
was in high school.” 

Reggie Miller scored all 19 
of Jus points in the first quar- 
ter and Eddie Johnson added 

11 of his 26 points in the 
second quarter as the Pacers 
raced to a 26-point halftime 
lead and won their third 
straight, all on the road. 

The Spurs, who scored just 

12 points in the second quar- 
ter, had a season-low 34 
points at halftime. 

“We were the pace-set- 
ter,” Miller said. “We 
wanted out of the gates quick 


and that is just what we did.” 

Sean Elliott scored 28 
points and Avery Johnson 
added 18 points and six 
assists for San Antonio, 
which had its three-game 
winning streak snapped. 
Robinson added nine re- 
bounds and seven blocked 
shots. 

“The first half of the game 
was by far the best half that 
we've played all year,” said 
Indiana coach Larry Brown. 

“I've watched the Spurs 
play for a long time and this is 
the worst that I’ve ever seen 
them play, but they kept 
coining,” Brown said. 

“They were great, we were 
awful,” said Spurs coach Bob 
Hfll. 

In Vancouver, Blue Ed- 
wards hit a 17-footer at the 
buzzer in overtime and Greg 
Anthony converted a pair of 
three-point plays in the extra 
session as the Grizzlies edged 


NBA results 



Boston 

93 

Cleveland 

77 

New Jersey 

107 

Dallas 

99 

Orlando 

115 

Seattle 

93 

Indiana 

105 

San Antonio 

92 

Milwaukee 

113 

Portland 

96 

Vancouver 

103 


102 (OT) 

Golden State 

122 

Minnesota 

119 (OT) 

LA Clippers 

94 

Phoenix 

88 

LA Lakers 

116 

Utah 

100 


RESTAURANT 

Unmistakably Indian 

Serving the finest Indian food in 
town, Bukhara welcomes you for 
lunch or dinner. 

Come try our Chicken Curry 
or Dai Tadka, as well as our Tali, 
offering a wide variety 
of light vegetarian Indian food. 

For reservations. please call 641361 ext. 5. 

Uniquely Inter«GontineStal 
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mm executive sEcmnu h 

Preferably foreign nationality, married to a Jordanian 

* English language- mimI to fjrff language * Typing 
skills * Executive Experience * Computer Software 
^ knowledge * Filing Systems * Hard Working 

Public Relations / Protocol, Management Training 
Sessions are all part of daily schedule. 

Preferred hours 8:30 - 3:30 PM 
( Additional PM work on hourly basjs ) 

Present salary should be over 350 JD per month 
Salary shall be based on present remuneration ++ 

Quail fled persons please fax CV to 863051 or call 
816690 - 863944 for interview P.O.Box 5011 


the Philadelphia 76ers 103- 

102 . 

Anthony scored 32 points 
and Edwards had 19 for ex- 
pansion Vancouver, which 
has won consecutive games 
for the first time since die 
first two games of the season. 

Trevor Ruffin had 27 
points and nine assists, Clar- 
ence Weatberspoon had 20 
points and 20 rebounds and 
Sharone Wright added 19 and 
15 for Philadelphia, which 
lost for the seventh time in 
eight games. 

At Golden State, rookie 
Joe Smith sank a pair of free 
throws with 7.2 seconds left 
in overtime to lift the War- 
riors past the Minnesota Tim- 
berwolves 122-119, extending 
their winning streak to a sea- 
son-high four games. 

Smith finished with 24 
points and Rony Seikaly 
scored seven of his 31 points 
in the final 80 seconds for 
Golden State. 

Tom Gugliotta had 36 
points and Christian Laettner 
added 22 for Minnesota. 

In Los Angeles, Pooh 
Richardson scored 20 points, 
including the game-clinching 
free throws with 15.4 seconds 
remaining, as the Clippers 
snapped a three-game losing 
streak with a 94-88 victory 
over the Phoenix Suns. 

Brian Williams had 18 
points and 14 rebounds while 
Loy Vaught added 17 and 16 
for the Clippers. 

Charles Barkley had 26 
points and 12 rebounds for 
the Suns, who have lost three 
straight. 

In Inglewood, Cedric 
Ceballos snapped out of a 
mini slump with 28 points and 
Nick Van Exel added 26 as 
the Los Angeles Lakers snap- 
ped their three -game losing 
streak with a 116-100 victory 
over the Utah Jazz. 

Ceballos, who had not 
broken the 20-point barrier in 
five previous games, was 11- 
of-14 from the floor. 

Chris Morris led Utah with 
23 points and Karl Malone 
added 21. 

In Boston. Dino Radja 
scored 20 points and Rick 
Fox came within two assists 
of a triple-double as the Cel- 
tics defeated the Cleveland 
Cavaliers 93-77 to snap a 
five-game losing streak. 

Fox scored 13 points and 
grabbed 16 rebounds and 
Dee Brown added 18 points 
for Boston. 


U-18 womens basketball fo u 11 

team begins training toda i!fl Sq 


By Aleen Bannayan active sports federations in the Kin® 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter seems to be set on keeping women Vfe J J Tw* 

ball alive after more than a deca£ V : ' 
AMMAN — The Kingdom's national basket- absence of the national team. The feet' 
ball teams start the new year on a positive only three dubs currently maintain woo,.' .’■■■ _ 

note Sunday with the regrouping of new team teams has also led to the deterioration o - -“ 

the Under-18 junior women's team — an women’s game in past years. •! :>' .-r ‘ ; 

aae group which had never before been The picture became bnghteT however 1 .^ - / 
seriously considered. the JBF last summer succeeded in the aitf L ‘ 

At least 39 players representing three clubs task of the long-awaited regrouping of- . • 

as well as others are to start practice today, women’s team which became the 6^ : £ a \ • 
Their goal: The 13th Asian Junior Women’s only Arab team to take part in the /! •’ 
Championship scheduled to be held in Bang- Basketball Championship. ; •„* 

kok, Thailand April 21-28. The competition which took place ' 

The Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF) Japanese dty of Shizuoka was the sfe: ' ^ • ' 
received the invitation from the Asian Basket- point for the comeback of women’s baske t 
ball Confederation only recently and time is in Jordan. The trip was made possible v- ■■ 
certainly not on the team’s side especially generous donation from Their Royal •• 

since the players have never played anything desses Crown Prince Hassan and Pnr'f- > \ ^ L ■ 

beyond their local school and dub cham- . Sarvath who made the participation pa-;,.;- **- ' 
pionships alongside their older teammates on by covering the team’s travel expenses . .-- . . 
their respective teams. the JBFs fund-raising campaign fell sho/.-l *" V 

However, the JBF and its women’s basket- its target. ■ 


ball committee seem keen on regrouping the 
team and a possible partidpation in the 
championship if all goes well. 

While the players must try to attend a 
rigorous and cramped training schedule 
alongside school and tawjihi examinations, 
the JBF will have the bard task of securing 
funding for the team's partidpation. 

“We hope these matters will be solved and 


The Kingdom's team scored their onfy -- . -' v * 
over Indonesia and lost to Hong <- " : 
Thailand, Malaysia and the Philippines^,"";:-' 
made a momentous impression among ■ 
basketball offidals. One of the team's 
players Jumana Salti was chosen an 
Asia’s top five. 

The JBF and its women’s basketball tf 5 ’ -* ■ 
mittee seem determined not to make ' : 


the team will make be able to register women’s first participation the only amj ^ 


Jordan's first partidpation in such a cham- 
pionship,” JBF member Mona Janho told the 
Jordan limes. 

The JBF, considered to be one of the most 


Croatia 

win 

Hopman 

Cup 

PERTH (R) — Marc Rosset 
banded Croatia the Hopman 
Cup on Saturday after he lost 
his temper during the derid- 
ing doubles of the final and 
punched an advertising 
hoarding. 

The Swiss number one was 
forced to withdraw through 
injury with the score on a 
tantalising 3-6, 7-6, 5-5 in the 
final set of the doubles, after 
the singles matches had been 
shared between the finalists. 

Rosset’s temper flared dur- 
ing the nerve-racking 10th 
game of the- final set after he 
and his partner,. - 15-year-old 
Martina Hingis, had foiled to 
convert four match points. 

He continued in obvious 
pain following an examina- 
tion by doctors but after tak- 
ing a 30-0 lead on Hingis's 
serve he dropped his racket, 
dutched his right hand and 
walked oft court forefeiting 
the match and the final. 

Earlier he had lost his sing- 
les to big-serving Goran Iva- 
nisevic 7-6. 7-5, while Hingis 
took only 47 minutes to beat 
Iva Majoli 6-3, 6-0. 

“It is tough forme to 
explain how Sony I am. I 
shouldn't have done it but 
sometimes it is hard to con- 
trol (yourself),” said Rosset 
after the match. 

He was taken to a nearby 
hospital for X-rays which 
proved inconclusive but doc- 
tors suspected a hairline frac- 
ture in his hand and bound it 


one. Following the regrouping of the n ; 
U-18 team the women's team will soo, : 
called back to work to start preparation* ^ - 
for the 1997 championship. 
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Switzerland's 15-year-old Martina Hingis 


in a splint. He was expected 
to undergo a bone scan on 
Monday in Sydney. 

Tennis offidals said Rosset 
was likely to miss next week's 
Peters International Tourna- 
ment in Sydney, a warm-up 
competition for the Austra- 
lian Open the following 
week. 

Rosset was also warned by 
the umpire for racket abuse 
during the mixed doubles as 
players from both sides 
showed their frustration fol- 
lowing mistakes. 

Majoli narrowly missed an 
official when sbe threw her 
racket in disappointment af- 
ter an error on her part gave 


the Swiss the first set. : - 
“It doesn’t feel like..- 
toiy. It was a half win," ... 
Ivanisevic afterwards. 

■* Rosset and Ivanisc. 
thundered down 35 ace... 
tween them during i • 
closely-fought singles bR 
The Swiss man won 
games — one in either s n 
entirely with aces. 

Ivanisevic eventually ; J 
the duel in a ftuny of pC" 
ful shots, taking the last 
games of the match. 

Hingis had Majoli ga : 
for breath as she hit win; 
both forehand and badd; - - 
to sail through the l3st- : 
games of their match. ^ 


Chinese swimmers dominate 
at short- course World Cup 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Chinese swimmers won 
nine gold medals to out- 
dass an international field 
as competition began here 
Saturday at the opening 
event of the 1996 World 
cup short course series. 

The Chinese women, led 
by Jia Yuanyuan. trium- 
phed in six of eight events. 

Jia, a newcomer on the 
international scene, took 
gold in the women's 50m 
and 200m backstroke. 

The rapidly emerging 
Chinese men's team won 
three of nine gold medals. 

Chinese swimmers took a 
total of 17 medals, includ- 
ing five silver and three 
bronze. Japan was second 
with three gold, two silver 
and a bronze. 


Multiple world-record 
holder Le Jingyi began the 
Chinese sweep, taking gold 
in the women's 200m frees- 
tyle. 

Liu Limin won the 
women's 100m butterfly in 
59.44 seconds, juset below 
her world record of 58.68, 
which she set last month at 
the world short-course 
championships on Rio de 
Janeiro's Cdpacabana 
beach. 

Teammate Han Xue 
took the women's 100m 
breaststroke while Chen 
Yan placed first in the 
women's 200m individual 
medley. 

Britain's Sara Hopkins 
topped the women's 50m 
freestyle event while Eri 
Yamanoi of Japan placed 


first in the women's Syr- 
freestyle. . ; >■ 

In men’s competit'* . 
Wang Yiwu took die 2 V 

breaststroke, the even -; . 
won at the Rio cB'; ; 
pionships to become •: 
first Chinese man to * V , 
world swimming title. '-. 

Jiang Chengji won '-.' 
men's 50m butterfly ■- •; 
Zhao Lifeng took • 
men's 100m indivic^ 
medley. Japan's Ts s '..._ 
Kinugasa w.on for 
men's 500m indivK. 
medley and Keitaro l.*\ 
nai the men’s ,100m \ ■■ 
stroke. ' , -v 

The competition, 
has attracted more that.; - . 
swimmers from 14 c :. 
tries, continues Sui 
with 17 more finals- . . 


Eg. 

CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

CINEMA TEL: 677-120 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE & 
CINEMA/teL: 618274-618275 

| 

Pierce Brosnan 
as 

James Bond 007 
in 

Goldeneye 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:05. 8:30. 10:30 pm 

Dangerous 

Minds 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

*-TheSarrta Clause 

Shows: 12:30. 5:00 

CONCORD “1” 
DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6. S:30. 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

* Batman For ever 

Shows: 3:3M X:30 

- * ASSASSINS 

Shows: 6, 0:30 

Adel Imam - Yusra 

NIGHTBIRDS 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1*2:30. 3. 5::30. s. 


Nabil & Hisham’s TheafcS;, 

TEL: 625155 /; • 


Nabil & Hish am’s Thealyv. . 

TEL: 625155 

Theplay 

“Ah Ian Tatbie” /■:- 

Welcome Normalise,-;.. 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. ; ; . 
For reservation call 6251' 
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Countdown begins for 
Asian Squash Championship 



By Alecn Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The count* 
down has begun for the 8th 
Asian Squash Cham* 
ptonship which opens here 
Monday with 13 countries 
taking pan. 

As the Jordan Squash 
Federation (JSF) was put* 
ting foe finishing touches 
on final preparations, de- 
legations of participating 
countries started arriving in 
Amman for the week-long 
championship. 

Bahrain, Hoag Kong, In- 
dia, South Korea, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakis- 
tan, Palestine, Sri Lanka, 
Singapore, Taiwan and 
Jordan will be competing in 
foe largest Asian gathering 
of the sport headed by 
world champion Jansher 
Khan of Pakistan. 

The opening ceremony 
will be held Monday after- 
noon at AI Hussein Youth 
City’s Sports Palace. The 
competition however will 
be held at Al Hassan 
Squash Centre, the King- 
dom’s newest sports facility 
which was inaugurated by 
Ks Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan last week. 

'pie region’s most soph- 
isticated squash arena 
offers six courts including 
two centre courts seating 
■TOO and 200 spectators re- 


spectively. 

Five Arab countries are 
among the 13 ^? g n i c taking 
part. Jordan will be playin g 
in Group 3 alongside 
Malaysia and South Korea. 
The Kingdom’s national 
team includes Hamed 
Saeed, Mohammad Saeed, 
Yazeed Adas, Wa’el Taba- 
Iat. Qutaiba Taha and 
Yazan Abdul Rauf will be 
playing on individual basis. 

Team officials are hope* 
fol Jordan will score a good 
result. Jordan is not in an 
easy group (Malaysia is 
Asia’s second ranked team) 
and Jordan will have to get 
second place in Group 3 to 
move to the second round. 
If Jordan beats a group 
winner in that round the 
team will play for l-4tfa 
places otherwise they will 
play from 5-8 th places. 

Jordan’s players have 
been preparing for quite 
some one and had matches 
in Lebanon, Egypt, Ger- 
many and the Netherlands. 
Team captain Hamed Al 
Saeed just arrived from a 
training camp in Britain. 

Pakistan, the world 
champion for the past de- 
cade, is Asia's top ranked 
team followed by Malaysia, 
Hong Kong, India, Singa- 
pore, Kuwait and Jordan. 

This men’s teams were 
divided into four groups as 
follows: 


Group 1 

Pakistan 
Sri Lanlca 
Rah ram 


Group 2 


Hong Kong 

Kuwait 

Lebanon 


Group 3 

Malaysia 
Jordan 
South Korea 

Gnnqi 4 

India 

Singapore 
Chinese Taipei 
Palestine 

The seven women’s 
teams were divided into 
two groups: 


Group 1 


Malaysia 

India 

Sri Lanka 


Group 2 


Hong Kong 
Singapore 
S. Korea 
Lebanon. 


Kafelnikov, 
Black in 
Australian 
showdown 

ADELAIDE (AFP) — Rus- 
sian Yevgeny Kafelnikov will 
be bidding for his second 
Australian hardcourt tennis 
title when he takes on Zim- 
babwe’s Byron Black in Sun- 
day’s final here. 

Kafelnikov, the top seed 
and world No. 6, powered 
into the final when he wore 
down Argentinian Javier Fra- 
na, 7-5, 6-1 on Saturday. 

The 21-year-old Russian 
won the Australian hardcourt 
crown two years ago in the 
first ATP all-Rusrian final, 
beating experienced compat- 
riot Alexander Volkov in 
straight sets. 

On Saturday Kafelnikov, 
feeling the Adelaide summer 
beat after playing his three 
earlier tournament matches 
at night, took 74 minutes to 
overcome the in-form Frana, 
who had earlier e limina ted 
seeds Todd Woodbridgc and 
Renzo Fur lan. 

Black, foe newcomer of 
the year in 1991, reached bis 
first ATP final when he defe- 
ated unseeded Martin Damm 
of the Czech Republic 7-5, 
6-3. 

Black, now 26 and ranked 
40, counter-attacked in a 
match that contained several 
services breaks. 



dorr 

orid' 


ne Man 
iumphs 
King 

^eorge VI 


>WN, England (R) — 
e grey One Man 
irtadeagled a high-class 
with a spectacular dis- 
jpfajr pf jumping to win the 
Kutg George VI chase by 14 
lengths on Saturday. 

Recalling the glory days of 
four-times King George VI 
..winner and fellow grey De- 
^sgrT, Orchid, One Man 
^iSomiaed 25-1 chance Mon- 
-siear Le Cure with the Chel- 
tenham Gold Cup winner 
.Master Oats labouring on 
— into third place three lengths 
behind. 

One Man took the race by 
the throat when he leapt like 
a slag into the lead at the 12th 
of 22 fences and stayed there 
up the tough Sandown hill to 
land the race, rescheduled 
after being abandoned in a 
Christmas freeze at Kempton 
Park. 

Few racegoers would dis- 
pute trainer Gordon 
Richards' summing up after- 
wards: “You can take it from 
me — he is a very good 
jumper. He just floats along. 
You could see some great 
jumps out of him.” 

Richards told champion 
jockey Richard Dunwoody, 
riding One Man for the first 
__ time, not to hit the front too 
- soon but the exuberant grey 
would not be denied, forging 
bis way into the lead. 

> Steeplechasing is desperate 
v fora new hero after the death 
last year of triple Grand 
National winner Red Rum 
and the retirement of the 
mighty Desert Orchid, who 
led the parade at Sandown on- 
Saturday and was champing 
at the bit to do battle once. 

But cautious Richards 
wasn’t! making too many 
comparisons too quickly after 
One Man’s fine display. **De- 
ssie's (Desert Orchid) done 
it. One Man has still got to do 
it,” he told reporters, refer- 
ring to the Cheltenham Gold 
Cup. 

u Delighted Dunwoody said: 
“I could not believe how 
easily he was going down the 
far side. Desert Orchid is the 
best I have ever ridden but 
this horse would not be far 
off.” 

Richards hopes to get one 
more race into One Man 
before the Gold Cup in 
March which should crown 
bim as the undoubted king of 
' iteeplechasing if he repro- 
‘ ^Jces Saturday’s form. 

Veteran Richards, who 
' *pn the King George in 1969 
Titus Oates, said: "I 
snow One Man can improve 
1 little bit from today. There 
s no reason why he can’t go 
■° Cheltenham with a sport- 
ng chance.” 

Wcll-fanried Irish raider 
Vferry Gale, young hustler 
wd 1993 winner Barton 
dank vied forthe lead on the 
•Irn circuit in Saturday's 
wowpiece when the only 
^sualty was the novice Book 
J Music who fell heavily at 
seventh and had to be 
oestroyed. 


Coroner questioned in murder 
trial of Michael Jordan’s father 


LUMBERTON, North Caro- 
lina (R) — The coroner who 
decided to cremate the body 
of basketball star Michael 
Jordan's father before it was 
identified said on Friday he 
was ordered not to turn over 
autopsy reports to a legal 
defence team. 

Coroner Tim Brown of 
Marlboro County, South 
Carolina, testified during the 
murder trial of the man ac- 
cused of killing James Jordan 


that he took the unusual step 
of contacting the state's attor- 
ney general’s office after the 
lead defence lawyer Angus 
Thompson asked for the re- 
port. 

On trial for his life is Lord 
Danielle As-Saddiz Al-Amin 
Sallam U’allah, who legally 
changed his name from 
Daniel Green while in prison, 
for the shooting death of 
Jordan in 1993. 

Authorities say U'aJlah, 


21, shot Jordan, 56, in the 
chest during a predawn rob- 
bery near Lumerton, then 
dumped the body in Gum 
Samp near the North 
Carolina— South Carolina 
border. 

Another man, Larry De- 
mery, 21, was charged in the 
case but be pleaded guilty in 
April 1995, and is expected to 
testify against U'allah in 
hopes of avoiding a death 
sentence. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WriHOUAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 
OiM* Tiftim Ms* Swmcm. Inc 


JEAN BESSE, 1914-1994 


North-South vulnerable. South 
deals * 

NORTH 
♦ J65 
<?AK 
OJ9876 
*932 


10 

3NT 


ftw 

Pan 


30 

Paa 


Paaa 

Paaa 


EAST 
• K 74 
0876532 
0 A3 
*J7 


WEST 
*109 8 2 
0109 
0 Q 10 
* A 10 6 5 4 

SOUTH 
* A Q 3 
OQJ4 
0KS42 
*KQ8 


The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 


Opening lead: Five of * 

The old order continues to 
change. It is with great regret that 
we learned of the death of Jean 
Besse, one or the greatest techni- 
cians the game has seen. 

A truly modest man, you would 
have to learn from another that be 
was the youngest-ever student to 
win the highest honors in mathe- 
matics at the Ecole Polutechnicnm 
de Enrich. But his brilliance at the 
table and as an analyst was there 
for all to admire. A quiet man of wit 
and humor, his trademark was the 
cigarette clutched between the mid- 
dle and ring fingers of his right 


hand. .. 

His defense oh this hand earned 
him the Bols Brilliancy Price in 
1982. He held the East cards 
against three no trump, a contract 
that rated to make because West 
held no entry. 

Declarer made an excellent play 
when, after a dub lead, he allowed 
East's jack to hold the first trick In 
an effort to sever the defender's 
communications. The seven of dubs 
was returned to the queen and ace. 
and another dub was returned to 
force out declarer’s stopper. On this 
trick Besse discarded the ace of dia- 
monds! 

Outside of diamonds, declarer 
had only six tricks. Had Besse held 
onto the ace. a diamond to the king 
would allow declarer to score four 
tricks in the suit while keeping 
West offload. After East's spectacu- 
lar jettison play, however, declarer 
could come to only seven tricks 
before yielding the lead to West, 
who cashed two more dub tricks for 
a one-trick set. 



Renowned Irish Band 


The Bar Stool Bungle Jumpers 
playing every nightuntil 
1 5th January at Jugglers. 
From 9:30piii-1 :00am 




sCRACK IS KlOHTf 

COME & SEE THEM 


U.S. government shutdown 
threatens CONCACAF tournament 


MIAMI (R) — Several teams 
in next week’s CONCACAF 
Gold Cup soccer tourna- 
ment, their players’ visas 
being held up by the U.S. 
federal government shut- 
down, said Friday they would 
compete only if they could 
bring their full rosters. 

National teams of the United 
States, Canada, Brazil, Mex- 
ico, Guatemala, £1 Salvador, 
Honduras, St. Vincent and 
foe Grenadines andTrinidad- 
Tobago are due to play the 
tournament in California, 
starting Wednesday, January 
10, ana ending 11 days later 
on Sunday, January 21. 

However, the arrival of the 
teams this weekend has been 
jeopardised because most of 
then- players could not obtain 
visas in their homelands due 
to foe U.S. government shut- 
down caused by protracted 
federal budget negotiations 
in Washington, D.C. 

“Unfortunately the situa- 
tion has not changed. We are 
still in dose contact with the 


(U.S.) government so that 
foe visas are granted to the 
players and the tournament 
can take place ” Scott Gleba, 
a spokesman of the CON- 
CACAF or ganising commit- 
tee, told Reuters from New 
York in a telephone inter- 
view. 

He said foe Confederation 
of North, Central American 
and Caribbean Football 
Association (CONCACAF) 
was not yet considering the 
possibility of cancelling or 
postponing the tournament. 

“We have not reached that 
point yet. We axe still quite 
hopeful that foe tournament 
will take place. We have no 
contingency plans,” he said. 

Mexico, Honduras, Guate- 
mala, El Salvador and Brazil, 
representing Latin American 
soccer, have said they fear 
the tournament might have to 
be cancelled. 

Gleba said six of the nine 
teams were having visa prob- 
lems. He said the worst off 
was Brazil, with rally one'' 


player authorised to enter the 
United States. 

The president of the Brazi- 
lian Football Confederation 
(CBF), Ricardo Teixeria, 
said his team might withdraw 
from the competition if foe 
problem was not solved by 
the weekend. 

Brazil was to play the 
tournament with his Under- 
23 team which is getting 
ready for the pre-Olympic 
playoff competition to be 
held in the Argentine cities of 
T-andil and Mar Del Plata 
from February 18 through 
March 5. 

“We are definitively not 
going unless we can present a 
full team. We cannot make 
any changes because of the 
visa problem," the president 
of the Mexican Football Fed- 
eration, Edgardo Codesal, 
told Renters in Mexico City. 

He said only two Mexican 
.players did not have visas. 
“But our team will go only if 
we obtain those two visas. 


Tliis is oar team and we are 
not going to change it be- 
cause of this problem.’ 1 

La foe Honduran team, 17 
out of 20 players and the 
Brazilian coach Ernesto Rosa 
Guedes do not have visa. 

“We are innocent victims 
of this conflict in the United 
States,” the manager of the 
Honduran team said in Tegu- 
cigalpa. 

El Salvador’s Argentine 
coach Omar Pastoriza also 
said he was not prepared to 
present "half a team in this 
tournament." 

Brazil was scheduled to 
play Canada on Wednesday 
m Los Angeles. Canaria and 
Brazil were in Group B with 
Honduras. 

Group A, with Mexico, 
Guatemala and St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines was sche- 
duled to play in San Diego. 

Group C, with the United 
States, Trinidad-Tobago and 
El Salvador, was to play in 
Anaheim. 



„ -_u - t 

A fore-jumper appears (o-ffp^er the ^mountains 'sur- 
rounding Bisehofsbofen during the official practice for the 
January 6 World Cnp event, the fourth and last stage of the 


four platforms tournament. Germany’s Jens Wdsrfk^kads 
in the overall dassement of the tournament after three 
events (Reuters photo) 


job vm/mmmm 

A larger industrial concern is seeking to employ suitably qualified and 
experienced personnel to fill the following positions for its expansion works at 
the southern end of the Dead Sea. 

1. Geotechnical Engineer ( 1 ). 

The candidate shall have a BSc in Civil Engineering with a min. 

12 years of experience in the construction of dams, earthfill 
structures, instrumentation and related matters. “Experience in 
contract administration in responsible position is desirable and 
sound background in the use of computer is essential.” 

2. Laboratory Engineer ( 1 ). 

The candidate shall have a university degree in Civil Engineering or 
Material Testing with a min. of 5 years experience in soil testing. 

3. Quantity Surveyor ( 1 ). 

the candidate should be a college graduate ( preferably with a 
university degree ) and shall have a min. 8 years experience in 
“quantity take-offs and checking of contractor’s monthly statements 

4. Land Surveyors ( 2 ). 

Candidates shall have and intermediate college degree or equivalent 
with a min. 10 years experience in earthworks, roads and dams. 

5. Inspector ( 4 ). - 

Candidates shall have an intermediate college degree with a min. 10 
years experience in earthworks, roads and dams. 

6. Laboratory Technicians ( 2 ). 

Candidates shall have an intermediate college degree with' a min. 10 
years experience in earthworks, roads and dams. 


* Ait applications will be treated confidentially. 

* All applicants for engineering posts shall have a current membership 
of the Jordan Engineers Association. 

* A good command of written and spoken English is required (essential). 

* Applications to be submitted by post or faxed not iater than 20/1/1996 
to the following address 

P.O.Box 1470, 

Code 11118, 

Amman - Jordan, 

Fax : 03 377134. 
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U.S. not concerned 


over Saudi leadership, 


bombing, Perry says 


RIYADH (R) — The United 
States is confident of Saudi 
Arabia's new leader and has 
prepared a new military plan 
to defend the kingdom and 
other Gulf states from Iraq 
and Iran, U.S. Defence 
Secretary William Perry said, 
oh Saturday. 

Mr. Perry arrived in Saudi 
capital earlier in the day 
bearing a letter from Presi- 
dent Bill. Ginton for ailing 
King Fahd, who turned the 
leadership of the kingdom 
over to his younger brother 
Crown Prince Abdullah last 
week after the 73-year-old 
monarch suffered a stroke in 
November. 

It was Mr. Perry’s third 
visit to Saudi Arabia in IS 
months, but the first since a 
car bomb ripped a military 
building in Riyadh Nov. 13, 
killing five Americans and a 
Filipino. He said authorities 
did not yet know who was 
responsible. 

*‘We believe the kingdom 
is in very good hands,” Mr. 
Perry told reporters travell- 
ing with him from Oman on a 


three-day Middle East visit. 
“We believe the situation is 
stable and we have great con- 
fidence in Abdullah.” 

Mr. Perry met on Satur- 
daynight with Defence Minis- 
ter Prince Sultan and said he 
would meet the crown prince 
on Sunday to deliver the let- 
ter for the King, “wishing 
him a speedy recovery and 
giving him our view that, in 
the meantime, we believe the 
kingdom is in very good 
hands.” 

Army General Binford 
Peay, chief of the U.S. Cen- 
tral Command, said that Mr. 
Perry had recently approved 
a new “contingency plan” for 
defending the Gulf.' although 
that plan was still being re- 
fined. 

They refused to be more 
specific, but said the United 
States recently began pre- 
positioning armoured equip- 
ment for another battalion of 
U.S. military equipment in 
Qatar and had increased its 
air attack potential in the 
region. 

U.S. officials travelling 


with Mr. Peny said that there 
were now 13,000 U.S. troops 
in the Gulf region, including 
sailors and airmen on U.S. 
warships. 

“He (Peny) approved the 
plan,” said Gen. Peay. “HI 
simply say from central com- 
mand's perspective, we have 
enough forces for the plan 
and we have a very good plan 
to be executed if required to 
do so.” 


The United States, which 
led an international coalition 
in defeat of Iraq in the 1991 
Gulf war, began increasing its 
military presence in the Gulf 
again in October 1994 after 
Iraq briefly moved large 
numbers of forces near the 
Kuwaiti border. 





As for the November 
bombing of a building used 
by the U.S. military in 
Riyadh for training the Saudi 
National Guard. Mr. Peny 
said the blast did not worry 
Washington unduly. 

“We don’t know yet who 
perpetrated that act,” he told 
reporters. 


Zarqa voices allegiance to King Hussein 


EDs Majesty King Hussein received at the Royal Court 
Saturday Zarqa Mayor Mustafa Fayyad accompanied by 
members of the Zarqa Municipal Council who handed the 
King a document expressing Zarqa residents’ absolute 
allegiance to the Hashemite Throne. 

The document, which bore the signatures of prominent 
personalities In the city voiced support for the King’s 
untiring effort to serve the country and people. 

The King replied by expressing his appreciation -to the 


municipal council and tbe Zarqa inhabitants at large saying 
be hoped to meet more often with citizens of Zarqa which, 
be said, is dear to him . 

He asked tbe delegation to convey his greetings and best 
wishes to the inhabitants of Zarqa dty. 

Tbe document, which was read out by Mr. Fayyad in the. 
attendance of Chief of the Royal Court Marwan Al Qasem 
and the King's advisors, was banded to tbe King by the 
mayor (Petra photo) 


Moussa bids to resolve islands dispute 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Mussa left here for Erit- 
rea on Saturday on the 
second leg of a shuttle mis- 
sion aimed at resolving a 
dispute over a strategic chain 
of Red Sea islands, officials 
said. 

Mr. Moussa said after talks 
with Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh that Egypt 
backed Sanaa's position 
which sought a “peaceful 
solution of -its conflict 3nd 
favours dialogue to reach it." 

He told journalists he had 
discussed “ideas and propos- 
als linked to a solution” but 
refused to go into detail be- 
fore leaving for Asmara. 

Eritrea captured the Red 


Sea island of Hanish A1 Kabir 
from Yemen Dec. 18, part of 
an archipelago of nine guard- 
ing access to busy shipping 
lanes, after three days of 
fighting which left nine sol- 
diers dead. 


bordering the Red Sea to 
maintain navigation and the 
security of this waterway,” a 
Yemeni official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, told 
AFP on Friday. 


Mr. Saleh handed over Satur- 
day by French ambassador 
Marcel. Langel, Saba said. 


Explosion injures French Soldier 

Mostar tension running high 


Mr. Moussa also handed 
Mr. Saleh a message from his 
Egyptian counterpart Hosni 
Mubarak about Egypt’s 
mediation in the dispute, the 
official Yemeni news agency 
Saba reported. 

Mr. Saleh told Moussa that 
Yemen welcomed any efforts 
by friendly countries to find a 
peaceful solution to tbe con- 
flict over maritime borders, 
Saba said. 

“Egypt wants the countries 


Ethiopia is also trying to 
persuade both nations to find 
a peaceful solution to the 
problem of the islands, which 
guard the straits at the south- 
ern entrance to the Red Sea. 

Meanwhile, officials and 
diplomats here said France 
had also agreed to examine 
the possibilities of mediating 
in the conflict. 


Diplomats said France 
“has agreed to look at an 
eventual mediation” at the 
request of Sanaa and 
Asmara. 


Mr. Chirac stressed in his 
message France's “commit- 
ment to security and stability 
to the Red Sea.” 


French “President Jacques 
Chirac voiced the readiness 
of his country to undertake a 
mediation”' in a message to 


On Friday Ethiopia's Fore- 
ign Minister was quoted as 
saying Eritrea and Yemen 
have agreed in principle to 
withdraw their forces from 
the disputed island but the 
two sides are still wrangling 
oveT who will move first. 


SARAJEVO (AP) — A 
French soldier was injured 
Saturday by an explosion and 
a Croat policeman was killed 
in the divided city of Mostar. 

But NATO officials re- 
ported that Bosnia’s rivals 
mostly were complying with 
the peace deal to withdraw 
from front lines and ensure 
that they are out of the coun- 
try by Jan. 19. 


Syrian army says 
nearing parity 
with Israeli forces 


Ethiopians attack two 
Sudanese army posts 


The Frenchman, wounded, 
while on foot patrol in’ 
Sarajevo's Dobrinja suburb, 
was the seventh casualty 
since the NATO peacekeep- 
ing force took over the Bos- 
nia peace mission from tbe 
Unitwf Nations Dec. 20. 

On Thursday, an Italian 
soldier wounded in the arm 


by gunfire became the first 
NATO soldier hurt bv hostile 


NATO soldier hurt by hostile 
fire. 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
-:Syrian army has made prog- 
ress in its attempts to achieve 
a military balance with Israel 
and will continue to bolster 
its capability to deter aggres- 
sion, its deputy chief of staff 
said in remarks published 
here Saturday. 

General Hassan Turkmani. 
author of several military 
books, said Israel had the 
biggest armed forces in the 
world in relation to the size of 
its population. 

“Our armed forces have 
made great strides in achiev- 
-,ing a military balance with 
the Zionist (Israeli) enemy 
within the framework of 
realising strategic parity as 
stated by President Hafez Al 
Assad, Gen. Turkmani told 
the United Arab Emirates 
armed forces magazine, Al 


Difaa Al Khaleeji (Gulf De- 
fence). 

“In our current circumst- 
ances and the continuation of 
the state of non-war non- 
peace. the role of the military 
concept becomes more im- 
portant. So, we should be 
ready strategically in peace 
and in war and - prepare ev- 
erything necessary to deter 
aggression or achieve victory 
in case of aggression.” 

Syria and other Arab coun- 
tries have fought four major 
wars against Israel but have 
failed to eject it-- from occu- 
pied Arab land by force. 
Arab states have blamed the 
superior Israeli military 
machine for their defeat. 

Syria, which has one of the 
strongest Arab armies, has 
long sought to attain military 
parity with Israel. 


Ethiopian troops attacked 
two Sudanese army posts 


two Sudanese army posts 
along the border between the 
two countries, an indepen- 
dent Khartoum newspaper 
said Saturday, although there 
was no official confirmation 
of the report. 

In a dispatch from the east- 
ern dty of Geddaref, the 
Akhbar Al Youm newspaper 
said the Ethiopian attacks 
had taken place last week in 
the Basalam area and at 
Hamarai. 

“The armed forces... have 
managed to respond to these 
provocative acts and inflicted 
heavy casualties on the 
attacking forces.” it said. 


3 uoting a high-level source in 
le Geddaref state cove ra- 


the Geddaref state govern- 
ment. 

Sudan’s press has spoken 
•of armed engagements along 
the Sudan-Ethiopia border 
for the past few days, but the 


government in Khartoum has 
refrained from confirming or 
denying such inddents. 

Meanwhile, the Libyan 
army’s commander-in-chief, 
who ended a visit to Sudan on 
Thursday, was quoted in a 
military publication Saturday 
as saying his country would 
side with Sudan if the latter 
was attacked by a foreign 
power. 

“Libya stays in the same 
trench with Sudan and will 
back it if it faces security 
threats from Western im- 
perialist powers or neigh- 
bouring African countries.” 
Abu Bakr Younis told the Al 
Nasr (Victory) weekly. 

He did not refer to any 
spedfic African country. 

Meanwhile, a Sudanese 
official charged that 
Sudanese opposition figures 
were being trained in Palesti- 
nian refugee camps in Leba- 
non. 


The French soldier, who 
was not identified, was with a 
patrol monitoring withdrawal 
of Bosnia's rival forces from a 
front-line area. 

It was not immediately 
clear whether he was injured 
by a mine or an unexploded 
shell. NATO officials said be 
was transferred to the French 
medical fadlity in the dty 
with a suspected broken ank- 
le. 

Four British and one 
American soldiers have been 
wounded by mines. 

On Thursday, Italian milit- 
ary engineer. CPI. Elio Sbor- 
doni, was wounded in the 
arm by an unknown attacker 


who opened fire on a hotel 
complex in Serb-held Vogos- 
ca. just north of Sarajevo. 
The complex is to be the 
main headquarters of Italy's 
2.500 soldiers in Bosnia. Ita- 
lian soldiers returned fire to 
defend Sbordoni. firing in an- 
ger for the first time. 

In Mostar. a Croat police- 
man was killed Saturday by 
gunfire that local police said 
came from the Muslim- 
controlled eastern side. He 
died in the hospital of his 
wounds, said European Un- 
ion (EU) police spokesman 
Howard Fox. 

Mostar was more tense 
than it has been at any time 
since Croats and Muslims 
stopped fighting there almost 
two years ago. 

Two nights before, two off- 
duty Muslim policemen were 
seriously wounded by a burst 


of gunfire hitting their car as 
it drove along a former front 


it drove along a former front 
line in Croat-held western 
Mostar. 

EU officials said indica- 
tions were that the fire came 
from the Croat side. Earlier 
in the week, a Muslim man 
was shot dead by Croat police 
after failing to heed demands 
to stop the car. 

Hans Kosachnik, a Ger- 
man who is the EU’s adminis- 
trator for divided Mostar, ex- 
pressed alarm about the de- 
teriorating relations between 
Croats and Muslims there. 

In the northwestern town 
of Mrkonjic Grad, a building 
housing about 60 British 


troops was destroyed by fire. 
No one was injured and cause 
of the fire was unknown, said 
NATO spokesman Lt. Col. 
David Shaw. 

Mrkonjic Grad fell to 
Croat forces last foil, but is to 
be transferred to Serb au- 
thority under the peace deal. 
In November and December, 
Croat engaged in widespread 
torching of property. 

The first major task of tbe 
NATO-led force, ultimately 
to number 60,000, is to over- 
see the withdrawal of Bos- 
nia’s rivals two kilometres 
from front lines by Jan. 19. 
NATO will then police the 
demilitarised zones. 

Brig. Gen. Andrew Cum- 
ming, a NATO official in 
Sarajevo, said that in some 
instances the parties were 
“moving far faster than we 
anticipated.” 

However, in the far north, 
near the hotly contested 
Posavina corridor — the only 
link between Serb holdings in 
east and west — there were 
some difficulties, he said. 

Serb forces had com- 
plained to the force that 
Croats were to moving to- 
ward compliance. But Gen. 
Cumming predicted the Jan. 
19 deadline would be met. 

He also reported that Mu- 
jahedeen, Islamic fun- 
damentalist fighters who 
fought with the Muslim-led 
government army, were leav- 
ing Ihe country. All foreign 
soldiers must be out of Bos- 
nia by Jan. 19. 


Turkey 

prison 

riots 


U.N. relief convoy 
brings food to Kabul 


Iraq, Iran want Amman meeting 


continue 


to tackle sanctions imposed on them 


By Lola Keilani 

. Special to the Jordan Times , 
AMMAN — Iran and Iraq 
Saturday said that they hope 
that the Amman Declaration, 
a document which is to cover 
various development issues 
pertaining to Asia, would 
take into consideration the 
“unjustified" economic ac- 
tions taken against these two 
countries. 

The draft declaration, is 
expected to be announced at 
the end of a current two-day 
preparatory meeting, held in 
advance of the 8th Asian 
Ministerial Meeting for the 
Group of 77. 

Officials from Iraq and 
Iran participating in the 
meeting hosted in Amman 
told the Jordan Times that 
developing countries are now 
being faced with a new form 
of external pressure from 
powerful international orga- 
nisations and individual 
states which manifests itself 
in coercive economic mea- 
sures. “singling out.” Third 
World countries for different 
political purposes. 

Iran has been accused by 


many in the international 
community of funding and 
supporting terrorist acts, and 
Iraq has been accused of not 
complying with U.N. Secur- 
ity Council resolutions con- 
cerning its nuclear arsenal. 
Both suffer from economic 
sanctions: U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq, U.S. sanctions 
against Iran. 

Iraq and other developing 
countries, which share similar 
worsening economic condi- 
tions such as poverty, unem- 
ployment and indebtedness, 
as well as political pressure, 
should stand together against 
"those states which are im- 
posing their political will on 
us. and expecting us to be 
their sub-servants.” said 
Raheem Hussein, commer- 
cial attachg at the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman. 

Mr. Hussein said although 
Iraq had recognised the state 
of Kuwait, the U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed on Baghdad 
since its 1991 invasion of the 
emirate have not been lifted. 

Iraq has been urging the 
international community to 
help liti me embargo. 


The sanctions are severely 
affecting the development of 
Iraq, said Mr. Hussein, 
adding that thousands of chil- 
dren and the elderly 3re 
dying every day because of 
the embargo. 

“I hope that Arab states 
would respond positively to 
our calls, and that the Am- 
man Declaration will adopt a 
paragraph concerning the lift- 
ing of the embargo.” Mr. 
Hussein said. 

Both Iranian and Iraqi offi- 


cials said that they hoped that 
the Amman Declaration 


which was to be drafted 
yesterday, will include a pa- 
ragraph calling for lifting the 
embargo on Iraq and cancell- 
ing the effect of extraterrito- 
rial application of domestic 
laws “forced” on other coun- 


tries. 

The extraterritorial ap- 
plication of domestic law is 
an individual country policy 
which imposes restrictions on 
other countries which deal 
with particular states (Iran 
for example) and thus has the 
ability to cause economic 
hardship on these countries. 


according to Bozorgmchr 
Ziaran, the ambassador and 
deputy pern/anent repre- 
sentative of tne Iranian mis- 
sion to the O.N. in Geneva. 

Mr. Ziaran. told the Jor- 
dan Times that the Iranian 
delegation intends to insist on 
the inclusion of a paragraph 
which makes the extraterrito- 
rial application of domestic 
taw null and void. 

Such laws are illegal, said 
Mr. Ziaran, because they are 
not part of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions nor any 
General Assembly resolu- 
tion. 

According to Mr. Ziaran, 
since such laws are illegal^, 
they are hence not binding. 

“(They) are used for poli- 
tical purposes against de- 
veloping countries,” he said. 

Both Mr. Hussein and Mr. 
Ziaran hope that the Amman 
Declaration which will be the 
working agenda for the Un- 
ited Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD) to be held in 
South Africa in April, will 
adopt their recommenda- 
tions. 


ANKARA (AFP) — Prison 
unrest in Turkey appeared no 
closer to a resolution Satur- 
day as inmates continued to 
hold 29 guards and a prison 
director hostage, Turkey’s 
Human Rights Association 
(IHD) said 

The hostages were being 
held by leftist inmates at 
Bayrampasa in Istanbul and 
at Buca, near Izmir in west- 
ern Turkey, to protest the 
bloody suppression of a riot 
in Istanbul's high-security 
Umraniye prison in which 
three prisoners were killed 
and 28 injured Thursday. 

Those who died belonged 
to the extremist revolution- 
ary left guerrilla group which 
has killed scores of security 
force members. It changed its 
name last year to the Revolu- 
tionary People’s Liberation 
Party. 

Unrest at Umraniye was 
continuing, with inmates de- 
manding the sacking of pris- 
on authorities they, blamed 
for Thursday's bloodshed. 
They were also demanding an 
improvement in conditions, 
including more visiting rights 
and an officially recognised 
spokesman. 

Thursday's riot was itself a 
protest against the deaths of 
six inmates at other Turkish 
jails in the past few days. 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— A United Nations truck 
convoy Saturday delivered 
thousands of tonnes of de- 
sperately needed food aid to 
the war battered Afghan 
capital. 

U.N. officials from the 
World Food Programme 
(WFP) had earlier warned 
that without additional relief 
supplies. Kabul residents 
could face starvation with the 
onset of winter’s bitter 
weather. 

Rebels surrounding the 
city have almost completely 
isolated Kabul, cutting all but 
one supply route into the 
capital. 

Using that last road, a con- 
voy of 93 trucks, carrying 
more than 2,500 tonnes of 
wheat and flour, rolled into 
central Kabul from the east- 
ern Afghan city of Jalalabad 
on Saturday. 

It was the single largest 
delivery of supplies into 
Kabul, a WFP official .told 
the Associated Press. 

“We have never brought 
such an amount into Kabul 
before in an afternoon,” said 
Ismael Omar, director of the 
WFP’s Kabul office. “This 
represents about two weeks 
supply for us.” 

The $900,000 worth of 
wheat and flour will be used 
to feed orphans, widows and 
many of the city’s disabled 
residents. Mr. Omar said. 

The U.N. operates a subsi- 
dised bakery in Kabul where 
residents can purchase bread 
with special tokens. About 


166,000 people benefit from 
the bakery project. 

“These people are the 
most needy from among the 
poor, the disabled, widows 
and recently returned -re- 
fugees,” Mr. Omar said. 

The WFP also- provides 
food to hospitals and schools 
in the dty. 

The food aid arrived in 
Kabul with little time to spare 
as supplies for the dty’s esti- 
mated one million residents 
were almost spent and no 
relief was in sight from the 
factional war around the 
capital. 


’People’s resources are ex- 
hausted and now, with winter 
here, this is the time they 
need help most,” Mr. Omar 
said. 

Despite the delivery of 
short term food aid. some 
relief workers in Kabul fear 
the city could still face a crisis 
without additional supplies. 

Relief agendes need better 
and more frequent access to 
^ ^eter Stocker, 
the head of delegation for the 
International Committee of 
Cross (ICRC) in 
Afghanistan. 


The current pipeline will 
J° l . c .?Y cr identified 
needs he said. “We hope to 

5? ad from toe north 
for „^ed Cross convoys.” 
Kabul’s northern ac cess 
route, once a major supply 

? c dty ’ was cut off 
by rebel forces loyal to for- 

GCn * raI 



First Briton walks 
to South Pole 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Explorer David Hemple- 
m an- Adams has become 
the first Briton to walk solo 
and unsupported to the 
South Pole after ending a 
60-day trek across Antarc- 
tica. his expedition team 
here has announced. The 
39-year-old businessman* 
pulled his sledge contain- 
ing supplies for 1,100 kilo- 
metres from Hercules Inlet 
on the edge of tbe region. 
The bulk of his trek was in 
headwind conditions with 
temperatures of below 
minus 40 degrees Celsius, 
with blizzards and ice 
ridges up to two metres 
high- His success came a 
month after another Briton, 
Roger Meare, hod to aban- 
don his crossing of 
Antarctica after problems 
with his sledge. Ml 
H empleman-Adams started 
his walk on Nov. 7. His. 
sledge then weighed more, 
than 128 kilograms, shrink- 
ing by about 1 .5 kilos a day 
as he ate his way through’ 
his provisions. He lost over 
9 kilos in weight during die 
trip because the amount of 
food was limited by how 
much he could pall, his 
spokesman said. Eleven 
years ago be was the first 
man to walk solo and 
unsupported to the magnet- 
ic North Pole, and in 1992 
he led the team which was 
the first unsupported to the 
geomagnetic North Pole. 
He has also climbed the 
highest peak in each conti- 
nent, including Mount 
Everest. Last month 
Norwegian Borge Ousland 
gave up his attempt to trek 
across the Antarctic alone 
due to severe frostbite. 
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Four field for 
smuggling women 
to China 


HANOI (AFP) — Four - 
men .have been arrested in 
northern Vietnam for . 

smuggling women into 
China to be sold as brides 
or prostitutes, a report has 
said. Four men led by an 
ethnic Chinese Darned as 
Che Pho Sang recruited . . _ 
women in the south of 
Vietnam and lured diem - 
north with offers of jobs as ; . 

waitresses, the Lao Dong 
newspaper said. Four 
women were taken to the 
border crossing at Mong ' 

Cai in northern Quaog 
Ninh province but three 
escaped The fourth ^ “ 

women was sold for 1.3 
million dong ($110), the • 
report said An estimated • 
5,000 Vietnamese women .. 
have been sold to neigh- 
bouring countries in the . 
past five years. Many have 
been sold into prostitution ■ 
in Taiwan. Macau and 
Cambodia, according to ■ " 
women’s groups here.- - 

Southern China's growing . 
wealth has boosted the ■ 
human trade from Vietnam, - ' 
where incomes are still sig- -. 
nifi candy lower 
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Give us official 
bikes, say Green 
MPs 


BONN (AFP) — Some, • ; 
politicians crave official, 
limousines: others are par- . 

tial to taxpayer-financed 

trips in helicopters or mili- 
tary aircraft. But . all'. 
Germany's Green MPS.' 
want is a fleet of official j 
bicycles. They said ar . 
much this week, in an offr • 
cial request to ^ 

Bundestag, or lower bou& 
of p arliame nt. The allianc^ 
90/Greens Party, the coun^.^r ^ 
try’s third biggest group-' "jy 2 
ing, said it wanted a fleet ot ; J 
solid two-wheelers with alJ ; 
tbe necessary attachment!-... _ 
for hauling around- to*? 
voluminous files that mos. 

MPs are burdened with 
The proposal even indnd- 
ed a request for a padi* . ■ . 
mentaiy repair workshop-; 
and of course for reserve*;. . , _ 
bicycle parking slots. ; • v ; 





